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o steps into the lions’ den 


Mo Mowlam, the 
Northern Ireland 
Secretary, will 
tomorrow take the 
audacious step of 
meeting loyalist inmates 
in the Maze prison. 

David McKiwick and 
Colin Brown report on an 
unprecedented move 
aimed at breaking out of 
the cycle of violence and 
pessimism haunting 
Ulster. 


M6 Mowlam last nighL denied 
her decision to visit loyalist pris- 
oners - many serving life sen- 
tences for murder - was a last, 

desperate throw of the dice, or 
a public relations gesture. She 
was warned that the three- 
- year loyalist ceasefire was in 
peril, at a meeting in London 
with Gary McMichael, the 
. leader of the Ulster Democra- 
tic Party. 

Ms Mowlam told The Inde- 
pendent that she was going to 
the Maze to tell the loyalist pris- 
oners that the peace process 
was the “only show in town”. 

“If we don't move the talks 
forward, they aren't going to 
. see progress on the things they 

want." 

‘ . On the key loyalist demand 
for prisoners to be released, she 
added: “I will be saying to 
them that questions like pris- 
oner release will have to be ad- 
dressed in the context of the 
settlement." 

While ministers have, over 
die years, visited the Maze 
prison for occasional tours, 
the Mowlam visit is for the spe- 
cific purpose of talking to rep- 
resentatives of around 130 
members of the illegal Ulster 
Defence Association, almost all 
of them convicted of terrorist- 
type offences. 

One of their number, 
Michael Stone, is serving three 
life sentences for the murders 
of three Catholics at a repub- 
lican funeral in 1988. 

The news will be seen as a 
bold initiative by a highly active 
Northern Ireland Secretary, 
who has made personal contact 
one of the keynotes of her ap- 
proach. 


In one sense, the prisoners 
may be well-disposed towards 
her in that they will be im- 
pressed hy the gesture of a Cab- 
inet minister entering to Maze 
to hear their complaints in 
person. On the other hand 
they will not be pleased by her 
stance that accelerated releas- 
es arc not on the immediate 
agenda. 

Ministers have often met ex- 
prisoners - indeed most of 
those on the Sinn Fein and loy- 
alist teams at the Stormont 
multi-party talks have been 
behind bars, some serving sen- 
tences for murder. But tomor- 
row’s visit is seen as 
ground-breaking in its sym- 
bolism. 

If it works, it will presumably 
be followed sooner or later by 
meetings with serving IRA 
prisoners. It will certainly be 
seen as a recognition of the of- 
ten highly significant role 
played by prisoners in the 
peace process. 

Although most of the 
UDA’s prisoners approved of 
the organisation's ceasefire in 
1994, many are since said 
to have become disillusioned by 
the lack of movement towards 
early releases from jail. Last 
weekend a majority of them 
voted to withhold their support 
from the peace process. 

On Tuesday they apparent- 
ly gave a rough ride to Gary 
McMichaeL, leader of the UDP, 
the UDA's political wing, when 
he attempted to persuade them 
to persevere with the peace 
process. 

The general fear is that the 
souring of the prisoners’ mood 
could eventually lead to the 
withdrawal of the UDP from 
the peace process, followed by 
the collapse of the loyalist 
ceasefire. 

It is already suspected, in 
feet, that the UDA may already 
have made an nnavnwed return 
to violence by taking part in the 
killing of a Catholic man in 
north Belfast on New Year’s 
Eve. 

Mr McMichael said yester- 
day: “She is taking a risk in 
making this decision and we 
welcome that. Of course we 



Bold move: Mo Mowlam is setting out to rebuild confidence in the talks process 


have we overcome the diffi- 
culties.” 

Meanwhile the Ulster 


have to look and see whether Unionist Party, which has re- 
al! we are doing is shifting the cently been highly critical of 


point of crisis from today to the 
Maze on Friday. By no means 


the Government, appears to 
have been mollified bv its 


meeting on Tuesday with limy 
Blair, which was by ail ac- 
counts a constructive en- 
counter. The Government is 
hoping to "kick-start" the 
talks by pushing for speedy 
progress. 


A certain amount of 
bridge-building also seems to 
have been achieved at a meet- 
ing yesterday between the 
Irish foreign minister. David 
.Andrews, and the Progres- 
sive Unionist Partv. which 


Photograph: Kevin Lamarque 


speaks for the paramilitary UI- 
sLer Volunteer Force. 

It is still, however, by no 
means certain that the PUP 
will be at the multi-party 
talks when they resume on 
Monday. 


TODAY’S NEWS 

Human clone pioneer 
dismisses ethical doubts 


The US scientist who plans to set up the world’s first 
Human Clone Clinic said yesterday he could see nothing 
wrong with producing endless identical human beings. 
Richard Seed, a physicist who wants to offer infertile 
couples tiie chance to done an identical twin of 
themselves, claimed to have four couples willing to go 
ahead with the experiments. ‘Any new subject creates 
fear. It doesn't matter whether it's reproduction or 
automobiles,” he said. Page 3 

Psychopath convicted 

A homeless teenager who plunged a knife into the head 
of a woman travelling alone on a train was convicted 
yesterday of attempted murder. Robert Buck land, 18, was 
remanded for psychiatric reports until next month when 
he will be sentenced. His victim, Alison Kennedy. 28. 
miraculously survived the attack in which the five-inch 
bladed Bowie style hunting knife had to be removed from 
her head in hospital. Buckland said he had intended to 
snatch Miss Kennedy’s handbag but had thrust the knife 
into her skull in a rush of anger. Page 8 


Heyerdahl was wrong 

Fifty years ago. Thor Heyerdahl and the Kort-Tiki 
expedition appeared to prove that ancient humans could 
have sailed west from South American to colonise the 
Pacific Islands. ButDNA evidence now shows his 
hypothesis was wrong and that his great adventure may 

have been misplaced Page 9 


Why women work better but 
men work more successfully 


Men measure their 
success by promotion 
and pay increases, while 
women are more 
concerned about doing 
their job properly. 

Barrie Clement, Labour 
Editor, finds there is a 
considerable “gender 
gap” between the 
aspirations of male and 
female managers. 


Women like to be thanked for 
their performance as managers, 
but men simply want to be 
propelled up the hierarchy and 
paid more. 

Employers need to recognise' 
the difference between the per- 
sonal satisfaction women lend 
10 strive for and the more hard- 
nosed and concrete rewards 
desired by men. according to a 
psychologist. 

Jane Sturges, of Birkbeck 
College. University of London, 
identifies four different types of 
man agers among 36 employees 
at BT - from those occupying 
positions just below board lev- 
els to supervisors. 

DoctoT Sturges describes 
the “climber” as the person who 
strives for recognition through 
traditional “external” criteria 
and whose goal is to achieve the 
most senior level of manage- 
ment. All seven of the emplov- 


Ya v pluST CfST" -Tp.eM£Wo*s 
ZT/> S> SA-T>Si?A*Tio+i 0 VT Or- . 
" ? SE~C'+J& ** e 
m > — P pr. o>* »yo- 


ta 


ces in this category were men - 

mostly relatively young. 

“Having an influence at 
work is nut enough for them to 
feel successful, they have to 
achieve a perceived status too," 
Doctor Sturges told the British 
Psychological Society's annual 
occupational psychology con- 
ference at Eastbourne. 
Climbers need to enjoy their 
work, but arc very "goal ori- 
ented” in their altitude to career 
progression. 

“The managers who fall into 
this category as a rule set them- 
selves regular stretching goal** 
and targets relating to their 
level of pay and their position 
in the hierarchy. Related U> 
this emphasis on career goals, 
the climber often has a strong 
competitive instinct." 

The “expert" sees success in 
terms of competency at their job 
and being recognised pew malty 
for being go* id at what they do. 




Seven women and just two men 
were classified as experts. 

They like to be regarded as 
specialists and seek the respect 
of colleagues. The expert likes 
to receive “positive feedback", 
wants to he thanked for their ef- 
forts and derives considerable 
satisfaction from winning 
awards. 

"Tli experts, the content of 
the job they do is more impor- 
tant than their position in the 
hierarchy or their status within 
the organisation." says Doctor 
Sturges. 

The "mfluenecr” wants to 
have a “tangible and positive ef- 
fect" <m the organisation they 
Wi irk for and has little regard for 
promotion. For older influ- 
cnceis the idea of leaving a mark 
on their organisation is ex- 
tremely important. They w~om to 
gain autonomy at work, espe- 
cially ihi isc managers who have 
not reached senior levels. 


For younger influencers. suc- 
cess would be achieved by at- 
taining a level of responsibility. 

Some managers have tried 
to achieve influence by in- 
volvement in activity outside 
their normal remit. The “ self- 
real Lser" thinks of achievement 
in “very personal" terms and in 
a way which means little to oth- 
er people. Their desire to 
achieve on their own terms 
will override the value they 
place on traditional career suc- 
cess. Self-real isers find it es- 
sential that they find their work 
challenging at a personal leveL 

Age was also a crucial fac- 
tor in determining which type 
of career success a manager 
favoured. Most of the climbers 
were relatively young and most 
of ihe influencers were pre- 
dominantly older. 

• Even die most enlightened 
employer* are nearly twice as 
likely to take on white job ap- 
plicants than those from ethnic 
minorities. 

In a study of eleven blue- 
chip companies, the Commis- 
sion for Racial Equality found 
that black candidates consis- 
tently fell at two of the three 
main hurdles in selection pro- 
cedures. . 

The main obstacles were en- 
countered at the initial sift of ap- 
plication forms and at Lhe final 
assessment centre stage where 
groups of applicants are scored 
i»n a variety of exercises over a 
period of one or two days. 
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Barnsley’s bonny lasses 
jeer player’s own goal 

The bonny lasses of Barnsley are refusing 10 take criticism lying down. 
For when the town's adopted footballer. Georgi Hristov. complains that 
they are all ugly beeries. whaL da they do? They stage a beauty contest - 
and invite him to judge it. 

The Macedonian international striker must be racing the day he made 
public his feelings about Barnsley babes. *Tm finding it difficult to find a 
girlfriend in Barnsley, or indeed settle into a decent way of life," he told 
a magazine in Belgrade. “The local girls are far uglier than the ones back 
in Belgrade or Skopje, the capital of Macedonia, where I come from. Our 
women arc much prettier. Besides they don't drink as much beer as the 
Barnsley girls which is something I don't like at all.’’ 

Now two local barmaids, Donna Carman and Tina Powers, are strik- 
ing back. They are planning a beauty contest at the town's O’Neill's Bar 
where they work and they want the 21-year-old Hristov to select a win- 
ner. "Barnsley women are veiy outgoing." said Ms Carman, 32. "There 
are plenty of good looking ones coming in here. They go out once or twice 
a week to enjoy themselves and forget about the woes of the week.” 

Ms Powers. 30. could not understand what the player, who was signed 
from Panizan Belgrade for £1 .5m in the summer, was talking about. "He 

can't find a girlfriend. Is he 
kidding - in Barnsley?” 

ff Hristov has been 
finding life hard on the 
field - the Tykes are cur- 
rently bottom of the Pre- 
miership - and off. things 
are now taking a turn for 
the even worse. His in- 
terview has become one of 
the biggest talking points 
since two years ago a book 
called Top Towns singled 
out Barnsley, in South 
Yorkshire, as the worst 
place to live in Britain. 

John Dennis, chairman 
of Barnsley FC, yesterday 
moved quickly to limit the damage caused by his player. “Just after Geor- 
gi had arrived in Barnsley six months ago he had an interview with a free- 
lance reporter from over there [Yugoslavia] in which it was asked if he 
was happy in England.” he said. “He said at the time he missed all his 
friends, family and girlfriend. It seems a journalist somewhere has seen 
this old article and exaggerated it beyond all recognition.” 

But the Barnsley women won't be easily persuaded. They believe Hris- 
tov has scored an own-goal and they are not going to let him off lightly. 
Melanie Dixon. 20. said the problem lay with him. not them. “I think it 
is a disgusting thing to say and he wants to get a life. I would tell him to 
get himself a life if 1 saw him. There must be something wrong with him 
if he is pulling people down.” 

Sarah Scholey. 1 7, said she would love to get her hands on Hristov. “It 
is not on. There are pretty women in Barnsley. 

“He is sad. he wants to gel a life. 1 would give him a good slap. There 
are some ugly women but it is not right to be saying it." 

Mr Dennis insisted that Hristov has now settled into life in Barnsley. 
So. he's got a life. Now all he needs is a girlfriend. 

— Clare Gamer 



Pulling power: The Barnsley barmaids 
organising a beauty contest for Hristov 
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Crowning glory: Harrods chairman Mohamed Al Fayed wearing a 136-carat Koji diamond coronet 
- reduced from £250,000 to £187,500 - at the store's sale yesterday Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Lady in the Lake man tells of charge ordeal 


Gordon Park, the husband of the Lady in the Lake, 
spoke yesterday about the ordeal of being charged 
with his wife's murder. 

Mr Park. 53, was facing trial over the death of his 
wife, Carol. 21 years ago but the charges have been 
dropped due to lack of evidence. 

Speaking through his lawyer, the retired school- 
teacher said he wanted to rebuild his life. 

“1 would now like to tiy to pul all this, including 
the events of 21 years ago. behind me and try to re- 
turn to my everyday life.” he said. 

“I was most relieved to hear that the Crown Pros- 
ecution Service had discontinued the charge against 
me. The last four months since my arrest have been 
traumatic for myself and my family.” 

But Mrs Park's brother. Ivor Price, said the news 
had been devastating and the allegations of his sister V 
numerous extramarital affairs had left him stunned. 


"I urn disgusted at the way Carol has been por- 
trayed." he said. “She's not someone who is cheap 
or had a string of lovers. She was a very intelligent 
and earing woman who picked her friends carefully." 

“She did tell me she was having an affair with a 
man I rum Middlesbrough hut she was seeking com- 
fort with somebody else. 

“There were problems with the marriage and she 
told me how unhappy she was. But she was a decent 
and loving woman and she went hack to be with her 
children. 1 want justice for Carol and the killer must 
be found." 

Mrs Park disappeared from the family home in 
Lecce. Harrow in 1977. Her body was found by divers 
in ConiMon Water on 21 August last year. Detectives 
said the inquiry was still being pursued and made a 
fresh appeal for information to help track her killer. 

— Kate Watson-Smyth 


Paul Gascoigne 
silent on 
divorce report 

Paul Gascoigne refused to com- 
ment on repons of impending di- 
vorce from his wife, Sheryl, os he 
left Ibrox Sladium in Glasgow af- 
ter a training session yesterday. 

The England midfielder 
jumped into his car and sped out 
of the ground to avoid the press. 
The vehicle roared through traf- 
fic lights before disappearing down 
a side street to shake off photog- 
raphers. 

It was thought Gascoigne may- 
be returning to his chalet at the 
Cameron House Hotel, beside 
Loch Lomond, where he has been 
living since quitting his home in Kil- 
barchan. Renfrew. 

He was quoted in yesterday's 
Sun as saving his estranged wife 
had served divorce papers on him 



Gascoigne: Quick temper 


- 17 months after their wedding. 

The couple, who have a year- 
old son. Regun. married in I W but 
three months later Sheiyl. 32. wh. » 
has two other children from a pre- 
vious marriage, was photographed 
after being beaten by Gascoigne. 
30. at Glcneuglcs Hotel. It is be- 
lieved (hat he later underwent 
counselling for his temper. 


Oasis man to 
settle down 

Liam Gallagher, the Oasis singer, 
wants tn settle down with wife Pat- 
sy and have children. 

After four years of Oasis may- 
hem. Liam. 25. told GQ magazine 
that he has tired of the party 
lifestyle and prefers to stay in. 

“Now I’ve gut Pals. I am hap- 
piest with her. It makes me grow 
up." he tells the magazine. I could 
go mil tomorrow, but it'd just he 
doing the same things - snorting 
lines in bogs. That's not for me." 

Instead, he wanted to do up his 
new country house - "it's wicked, 
man. seven bedrooms, all old 
English oak". He also plans to buy 
a dog. "I'm gonna buy an alsatian 
next week and call him Hendrix.” 

Home life will have to wail, 
however, as Oasis embark to- 
morrow on a 17-date tour of 
North America. 


UPDATE 


CONSUMERISM 

Youth in a pot remains an illusion 


The promise of “youth in a pot" made by anti-ageing face ifiat 
that - a promise. They are nTbeuer than plain moistunsers which sell at 

a fraction of the cost, according to a Which? SUIve 3 , ‘. « to £50 

The most effective ingredient in 24 face creams, . _ m Vr 

tested by the consumer magazine turned out to 'be i th dwr j I j c i esail d 

Vtoterplumpsuptheouter layer 

making the skin look smoother. Anu-agcmg to “tai- 

as much a s ordinary moistu risers, contain extra mgr women who 

get the needs of a^ing and damaged 

tried them unimpressed and ^ me p ^friary moisturises and 

Which? selected 12 ano-ageing creams and u. 
tested each on four women voiunlccKagedfrom^ to * unproved 
Ten of the 48 women us.ng the "SS* ordinary mois- 

the overall look of the their skin but 18 ot the 

mri*™ said the same .hing. Mom woa.cn noncedno difierence^e maa 

expensive cream was Scmtal Active Tissue Defence , y 

£5 1 for 30 mis. The tcMcrs estimated .1 fiftor. 
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Ine in four GPs harassed at work 


Umost a quarter of GPs have been ser- 
ially harassed by their patients, a survey 
las showed. Onc-fifth have felt sexually 
hreatened by patients to the point of 
earing for their safety and 7 per cent 
lave been the victims of stalking. 

Three of the 1 ,500 doctors surveyed 
iy the journal Doctor said they were so 
lislresKcd by the advances of sex pest 
rat fonts that they had resigned Two had 
eft general practice altogether. 

In 3 per cent of cases, it emerged that 
he harassment was by a colleague. 

The survey found the most common 
'orms of harassment were receiving un- 

vclcome attention, explicit letters, in- . ... 

ipproprialc requests for examinations or visits and unwanted gifts. - 
Both male and female GPs have been harassed in this way, although 
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education 

Men lead women in exam stakes 

Men arc more likely than women to have been to university or college, ae- , 
cording to a Government report. They are also more likely to have A-levels.. . 

There arc, however, striking differences between different age groups. ■ 
While women aged 40-59 are much more likely to have no qualifications 
compared to their male counterparts, men aged 16-24 are slightly more like- 
ly to have no qualifications compared to women the same age. 

The Labour Market Trends survey published by the Government, shows ; 
that 2! per cent of men of working age have higher education qualifica- 
tions compared with 19 per cent of women. Around 16 per cent of men 
and 21 per cent of women have no qualifications. 

— Andrew Buncombe 
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TOURIST RATES 




■■ 

r '-~ ’■ 

■ ID.T-- r 1 -. 

r» T - .i 

Australia (dollars) 

236 

Italy (lira) 

ZW0 

Austria (schillings) 

20.10 

japan (yen) 

... 210.45 

bn-r : ■ 

Belgium (francs) 

S9.07 

Malta (lira) 

0.63 

&>:■' - . 

Canada ($) 

2.32 

Netherlands (guilders) 

332 

■jjt i Tv- • : 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

11.74 

r 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.93 

Portugal (escudos) 

29002 

• s3TC'i.'- r * ' , 

France (francs) 

9.57 

Spain (pesetas) 

24137 

Ja 

Germany (marks) 

2.87 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.62 


Greece (drachmei) 

456.07 

Switzerland (francs) 

231 


Hong Kong ($) 

EL52 

Turkey (lira) 

313.651 

t’v. j jT. . 

Ireland (punts) 

1.09 

USA ($) 

1.63 

..." . ■ 
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• INTEL PBfTIUM” B PROCESSOR 300HHZ 

• INTH. 440 LX AGPSET (PC 97 C0MPUANT) 

•64 MB SDRAM 

• si 2 kb internal cache 

• 8.4GB E1M HARP DRIVE 

• MATROX MAIENNIUM II 8 MB WRAJH AGP 
VIDEO CARO 

• HIGH PERFORMANCE TC0 17” C010DR SVGA 
MONITOR (TRINITRON CRT? 0.26 DOT PITCH, 
15.65" VIEW ABLE AREA} 

• 3 Pa 1 BA, I pa/ISA SHARED AND l AGP 
EXPANSION SLOTS 

• 14/32 X CD-ROM DRIVE 

• AWT 64 SOUND CARD OHO AUK UHSM6 
ACS 290 SPEAKERS 

• IOMEGA ZIP DRIVE AND 3 X 100MB CARTRIDGES 

• 05 ROBOTICS 56KB/S MODEM 

• MINI TOWER CHASSIS 

• WINDOWS 95 E MICROSOFT Of FKE 97 
SMAU BUSINESS EDITION 


•m- 


£1,779 (£2,125.55 


DELL DIMENSION XPS D233MT 

• INTH PENTIUM 1 0 PROCESSOR 233MHZ 

• DUEL 440 LX AGPSET (PC 97 C0MPUAHT) 

•64 MS SDRAM 

• SI 2KB INTERNAL CACHE 
- 6.4GB EIDE HARD DRIVE 
•SIB VELOCITY nVIDU AGP VIDEO CARD WITH 

4MB SGRAM VIDEO MEMORY 

• 17* COLOUR SVGA M0M7CR 

(0.28 DOT PITCH, 15.9" VIEWABLE AREA] 

• 3 Pa I ISA, 1 Pa/ISA SHARED AND 1 AGP 
EXPANSION SLOTS 

• 14/32 X CD-ROM DRIVE 

• YAMAHA XG SOFTWARE WAVETMHE SOUND AND 
A1TEC UUtSTNO ACS 90 SPEAKERS 

• OS ROBOTICS 56 KB/S MODEM 

• MOD T0WEB CHASSIS 

• WINDOWS 95 1 MKXOSDFT 0FFKE 97 
SMAU BUSINESS EDITION 
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£1,249 (£1,502.82 


DELL DIMENSION XPS D233MT 

• INTEL PENTRin* H PROCESSOR 233MHZ 

• INTEL 440 LX AGPSET (PC 97 COMPLIANT) 

• 64 MB SDRAM 

• 512KB WTERNA1 CACHE 
-43GB EIDE HARD DRIVE 

• STB VELOCITY nVIDIA AGP VIDEO CARD WITH 4MB SGRAM 
VIDEO MEMORY 

• 17" COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 

(0.28 DOT PITCH, 15.9" VIEWABLE AREA} 

• 3 Pa 1 ISA, 1 Pa/ISA SHARED Afffi I AGP EXPANSION SLOTS 

• 14/32 X CD-ROM DRIVE 

• YAMAHA XG SOFTWARE WAVETABLE SOUND 
•MM TOWER CHASSIS 

• WINDOWS 95 1 MICROSOFT OFFICE 97 
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Human cloning pioneer dismisses ethical doubts 


The US scientist who 
plans to set up the 
world’s first Human 
Clone Clinic said 
yesterday he could see 
nothing wrong with 
producing endless 
identical human beings. 
Jeremy Laurance, Health 
Editor, asks if he is likely 
to succeed. 

Richard Seed, the physicist who 
wants to offer infertile couples 
the chance to clone an identi- 
cal twin of themselves, said 


yesterday he regretted not hav- 
ing contacted Mother Teresa be- 
fore she died last summer for 
a sample of her blood from 
which to produce a replica 
saint. 

The Chicago scientist who 
is little known in reproductive 
circles but has done fertility re- 
search in the past, claimed to 
have four couples willing to go 
ahead with the experiments. 
“Any new subject creates fear. 
It doesn’t matter whether it’s re- 
production or automobiles," 
he said on BBC Radio 4*s To- 
day programme. 

The procedure would in- 
volve taking an unfertilised egg 


from the woman’s ovary, re- 
moving its nucleus containing 
the DNA and replacing it with 
the nucleus of an adult coll tak- 
en from the man or the woman, 
or a third party. The resulting 
child would be the identical twin 
of its “parent", but 30 to 40 years 
younger. 

Mr Seed will need the coop- 
eration of a doctor, to remove 
the egg and replace the doned 
embryo, and a clinic with the 
right equipment to realise 
his ambition to set up a chain 
of 20 cloning clinks around the 
country. 

He claimed to be in negoti- 
ation with one clinic, which he 


declined to name, but said the 
doctor involved had agreed to 
cooperate only with the consent 
of the American Society for Re- 
productive Medicine. 

Yesterday, a spokesman for 
the society said human cloning 
was unacceptable and it had 
called for a voluntary five- 
year moratorium while further 
animal and DNA research 
was carried out. "We are not 
ready to do it in human beings 
and it should not be pursued," 
he said. 

However, in the UK. con- 
sultations led by the Human Ge- 
netics Advisory Commission 
are to begin this year into 


whether human cloning should 
be permitted for experimental 
purposes. 

Although human cloning is 
effectively banned under the 
1990 Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Act. as it is in most 
European countries, Ruth 
Deech, chairman of the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology 
Authority argued in a hearing 
before the Commons Science 
and Technology Committee last 
year that possible benefits from 
human cloning would never be 
realised if a total prohibition on 
research were imposed. 

She ruled out the production 
of human beings as “bonks” to 


provide organs or bone marrow 
for transplant, or as “consola- 
tion" for bereaved parents who 
wished to reproduce a loved 
child. However, a possible ap- 
plication that might be accept- 
able was in the treatment of 
sufferers from a rare inherited 
disorder of the mitochondria- 
the “power-plant” of the cell - 
which surround the nuclei of 
ceils and which can cause blind- 
ness and epilepsy. 

By removing the nucleus - 
minus the defective mitochon- 
dria - from an embryo created 
by in-\itro fertilisation in the 
normal way and placing it in a 
donated egg stripped of its own 


nucleus , a doned baby could be 
created that would be the ge- 
netic offspring of its parents 
without the disorder. Other 
potential applications were like- 
ly to become evident over the 
nest five years, she said. 

A spokesman for the au- 
thority said lhaL in contrast to 
research of this kind, Mr Seed’s 
reference to Mother Teresa 
demonstrated the dangers of al- 
lowing cloning to develop un- 
fettered. “Deliberately creating 
a copy of an existing human be- 
ing undermines the autonomy 
of the individual. What sort of 
life would a baby produced in 
this way have'.'" 



Moonstruck again after 25 
years - but what’s the thriil 
in a few drops of water? 


After Apollo II, whatever 
happened to the Moonrush? 
Why don’t we have a full- 
time base on our satellite? 
And why could the Lunar 
Prospector spacecraft make a 
crucial difference? Charles 
Arthur, Science Editor, 
explains why space buffs are 
getting excited about the 
prospect of finding a bit of 
water. 


An Athena rocket carrying the Lunar Prospector probe is launched from the Cape Canaveral Air Force Station on Tuesday (left); but an artist’s impression (right) from 
30 years ago gives an idea of the ambitions scientists had for lunar habitation in 1998 Photograph: \as\ Ronstrom/Reuters; Illustration: Julian Baum/Sdence Photo Library 


Lunar Prospector, which took off for 
the Moon early on Wednesday, may 
not be big: it’s only 12 metres (4 feet) 
long and weighs just 295 kilograms 
(650 pounds). But it could really have 
a large impact. It could make the 
Moon the best thing since the 
Klondike Gold Rush. 

Watching the spacecraft take off. 
Joseph Boyce, a scientist who 
worked on Nasa’s Apollo moon 
missions, including the last one, in 
December 1972, was ecstatic. “After 
25 years of having not been to the 
Moon by Nasa, it certainly feels good 
to be going back,” Mr Boyce said. “I 
couldn’t be more excited, more hap- 
py, more pleased." 

Tfospector is due to arrive at the 
Mood on Sunday, after a trip cov- 
ering 240,000 miles (384,000 kilo- 
metres). TWo days later, the probe 
will slip into orbit 60 miles (96 kilo- 
metres) above the surface and begin 
its year-long search for evidence of 
frozen water, as well as minerals and 
gases. 

If you are over 35. then the ex- 
citement generated by the Moon- 
shots 30 years ago meant you 
expected that by now we would be 


all over the Moon - taking holidays 
there, using it as a waystalion to head 
for Mars or the stars, and digging it 
up (as in 2001: A Space Odyssey) to 
discover mysterious signs from ex- 
traterrestrial races. 

Instead, it’s a junkyard for equip- 
ment and items left behind by the 12 
astronauts who walked on the Moon: 
landers, buggies, even golf balls. 
What happened to those dreams? 

Although everyone was thrilled by 
the images of Neil Armstrong bounc- 
ing down the ladder from the Eagle 
lander, the news that the Apollo 11 
mission brought bade in July 1969 
was of a place without water and 


without life. The lack of water makes 
living on the Moon impracticable, be- 
cause would-be settlers would have 
to take all their oxygen and liquid re- 
quirements along in the launch ve- 
hicle. Water, in particular, is so 
heavy that getting it out of orbit is 
hugely expensive. 

A Moon base would require 
about two metric tonnes of air and 
water per person per year. 

Sending that to the Moon would 
cost roughfe $2-500 per kilogram, ac- 
cording to a 1994 study: keeping each 
person alive wouldcosi roughly $20 
million per year. Though in 1989 
President George Bush suggested 


setting up a full-time lunar station, 
the end of the Cold War three years 
later killed off the finances required 
for the idea. 

But those equations all change if 
there is water already on the Muon: 
the cost ot selling up the station and 
running it would be eul at leasi ten- 
fold. .And some scientists believe the 
moon's shadowy p iles hold as much 
as 1 billion ions of water ice. a the- 
ory bolstered by the military's 
Clementine spacecraft, launched u> 
the Moon in 1994. 

With water, lunar. settlers would 
be able to drink and breathe with- 
out having to bring their own sup- 


plies. The ice could be melted, and 
oxygen could extracted from it, by 
electrolysis, using electricity gener- 
ated from solar panels. 

But why should we want a Moon 
base? Because it is a terrific spot for 
launching missions to other planets, 
or even the stars. Launching some- 
thing from the Moon lakes com- 
paratively little energy, since its 
gravity is just one-sixth that of Earth. 

The raw materials could be found 
there - the rocks contain plentiful 
iron, magnesium and titanium, as 
well as uranium, calcium and alu- 
minium - and the water, electrolysed 
in to hydrogen and oxygen, could 


power a rocket. Neil Armstrong 
reckons that a lunar base would have 
a lot going for it. 

“I’m certain that well have such 
bases in our lifetimes," he said on re- 
turning. “Somewhat like the Antarc- 
tic stations. There's certainly the 
problem of the environment and the 
vacuum, and the high temperature 
of day and night. 

“Still, in some ways it’s more hos- 
pitable than the Antarctic. There are 
no storms, no snow, no high winds, 
no unpredictable weather. .As for the 
gravity - well the Moon's a veiy 
pleasant kind of place to work in. 
Better than the Earth. I think." 
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Evidence of 
Welsh vote 
count flaws 


Conservatives demanded a 
recount of Welsh 
referendum votes and a full 
inquiry last night amid 
fresh evidence that the 
knife-edge count was 
mishandled. Fran Abrams, 
Political Correspondent, 
investigates a growing 
chorus of complaints. 


Counting officers were told to 
ignore the votes of people who 
wrote “No“ next to the box 
which said: "I agree that there 
should be a Welsh assembly," it 
emerged last night. 

But a senior electoral officer 
said she was told to count the 
votes of people who put "Yes" 
next to a second box on the bal- 
lot paper which said: “I do not 
agree that there should be a 
Welsh assembly." 

Alison Childs, the principal 
electoral officer for Rhondda 
Cynon Taff council, said she be- 
lieved her counterparts around 
Wales hud rung the office of 
Professor Eric Sunderland, the 
Chief Counting Officer, for 
clarification and had been giv- 
en the same guidance. 

Written rules sent, out in ad- 
vance gave different advice. 
They said if voters’ intentions 
were clear their papers should 
be counted. 

Ms Childs said electoral of- 
ficers had complained to the 
Welsh Office in advance of the 
vote that the two-question bal- 
lot papier would cause confu- 
sion. In the event there were 
4.000 spoiled papers - more 
than half the narrow 6.700 ma- 
jority in favour of an assembly. 

“We said there was obviously 
a huge problem. We told them 
that in advance because of the 
wording of the ballot p>aper. I 
believe every count had a sim- 
ilar problem and every count 


phoned them," she said. She 
also said bundles of votes had 
been counted behind a curtain 
in her area because of strong 
guidance that no-one should see 
how the voting was going locally 
until the national result was 
known. 

Last night a Welsh Office 
spokesman said its officials did 
not recollect giving any verbal 
guidance. The “no" camp were 
not satisfied, though. 

The Conservatives' consti- 
tutional spokesman, Nigel 
Evans, said there should be an 
inquiry, possibly by the Welsh 
Select Committee of the House 
of Commons. 

“This is an amazing incon- 
sistency," he said. “If there 
have bom massive irregularities 
that is appalling and of course 
it doesn't bode well for democ- 
racy." 

Matthew Gunther-Busheli. 
strategist for the “Just say No" 
campaign in Wales, said there 
had been considerable confu- 
sion among both voters and 
electoral officers. 

“1 was astonished at the 
time, considering how slim the 
‘yes' majority was, that the 
Government refused a recount 
which is normal in Parliamen- 
tary elections. 

“It is too early to be talking 
about vote-rigging but this new 
evidence about the counting 
guidelines, added to the wide- 
spread concern over counting ir- 
regularities, makes the case for 
a recount overwhelming," he 
said. 

Although people who wrote 
“yes” in the “no" box had their 
votes counted as “no," those 
who wrote “no" in the “yes" box 
had their pa piers spoiled. There 
is no clear evidence that this 
swayed the vote either way, 
but some activists believe it 
may have done. 


Courts to give media advice 


Court officials are to be given a new role in briefing the me- 
dia on how and why judges reached their decisions. 

Although the Government dismisses suggestions that it 
is appointing outside “press officers", the move is designed 
to counter the public perception of judges and magistrates 
being out of touch with society. 

In six pilot schemes at crown courts, to be launched lat- 
er this year, senior court officials, probably court managers, 
will be earmarked as main “points of contact" to help with 
media inquiries. 

Their role will be to provide explanation on judges' de- 
cisions - for example sentencing on rape cases - which may 
cause controversy. If the idea is approved by the Judges Coun- 
cil it could be extended to crown courts around the country. 

— Michael Streeter, Legal Affairs Correspondent 


Computer bug arrives early 


The Millennium computer bug arrived mo years early in a 
furniture store - prompting calls for industry to leam from 
the incident and take the issue more seriously. 

A customer at a branch of Ikea who Lried to pay for goods 
using a credit card with a 00 expiry date found that the ma- 
chine used to read the card could not cope. NalWesL sup- 
plier of the machine, said the incident was not serious because 
it was one of fewer than 100 out of 170.000 terminals nationwide 
w hich would suffer the problem. Keying in the card data, rather 
than swiping it in. would get round the problem. 

Don Cruickshank. of Action 2000. the Government-backed 
group set up to encourage businesses to tackle the problem, 
said: “This is exactly why we are pressing everyone to get to 
grips ... as soon as possible ... Everything must be checked." 


Kray loses cocaine appeal 


Charlie Kray has lost the first round of his appeal against a 
conviction for masterminding a £39m cocaine deal. 

The Court of Appeal rejected a written application from 
71 -vear-old Kravs legal team for leave to appeal against the 
conviction. Kray's solicitor. Ralph Haecms, said: “We are dis- 
appointed w e did not get leave to appeal, but will now pre- 
pare a legal submission to he heard before three judges." 

Kray, the elder brother of gangster twins Ronnie and Reg- 
gie. was jailed for 1 2 years last June after being found guilty 
at Woolwich Crown Court of offering to supply undercover 
police officers with cocaine. 


Four killed in M6 crashes 


Four people died and six others were injured yesterday 
in two multiple pile-ups which brought chaos to busy 
.stretches of the M6 motorway. 

Three of the deaths came when three lorries and two cars 
were involved in a collision between junctions nine and 10 
near Wcdneshuiy. West Midlands, at about 6.15am. The fourth 
victim died in a pile-up shortly afterwards near Garstang, Lan- 
cashire, The crashes caused tailbacks of up to 40 miles. 


Radiohead snub Brit Awards 


Radiohead have joined Oasis and Prodigy as top bands who 
will not perform at the Brit Awards, to be held next month. 

The ceremony is the highlight of the British music industry 
year, but in an interview with Radio l’s The Net last night, 
guitarist Ed O'Brien dismissed it a ploy to sustain record sales 
at a quiet time of year. 



Prescription 
cheats to 
be fined 


Andrew Sewed, a silver porter at Christie’s, looking into a silver wine cistern which was being exhibited for the first time in Britain 
yesterday as part of a £75m sale. The 18th-century cistern was was owned by the Duke of Sussex Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Around 4,000 people a year could find 
themselves facing fixed penalty fines of £25 
for non-pa vmenl of the £5.65 presenption 
charge under a crackdown announced by 
Alan Milbum, the health minister, on pre- 

“"oflSabaM he Department of Health 

said yesterday that most of the fraud - 
the NHS around flOOm a year 
- was causal bv people falsely claiming they 
qualified for free medicines because ^ 
were poor and receiving income support, 
or other welfare benefits. 

Ministers found the system was shotfufl 
of holes" and depended almost entirely on 
the honesty of patients, doctors and phar- 
macists. An efficiency scrutiny umt fotrnd 
blatant breaches, including one rase of a 
man who ticked the box to obtain a fose pre- 
scription on the ground that he was preg- 
nant. In future, those claiming to be poor 
will have to show evidence such as a ben- 
efit certificate. If Lhey still claim they are 
entitled to free prescriptions, but fail to pro- 
vide evidence, they will still get their pre- 
scriptions free, but their forms will be 
marked for a possible check-up later. 

The Prescription Pricing Authority fraud 
investigation unit will cross-check the un- 
substantiated claims with benefit payments 
on the social security computer files. Those 
found to be claiming fraudulently will re- 
cent- a penalty payment demand. Persistent 

offendere could be taken to court 

— Cofin Brown 
Chief Political Correspondent 
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Controversy as C4 provides 
platform for paedophiles 


A controversial 
Channel 4 documentary 
to be screened tonight 
will interview named 
paedophiles about their 
desires and beliefs. 
Critics say it is giving a 
dangerous platform for 
child molesters to 
legitimise their values. 
Glenda Cooper , Social 
Affairs Correspondent, 
asks whether such a 
programme should be 
shown. 


“We have got to work towards 
a society which casts out dis- 
crimination, prejudice and big- 
otry.” This is PhuJ. He is talking 
about the need for society to 
stop discriminating ag ainst pae- 
dophiles. He also says he would 
love to come out and have an 
open' relationship with a child 
where they did “the same things 
as heterosexuals do with each 
other”. 

He is one of five paedophiles 
interviewed for The De\’il 
Amongst Us. There is also Gil, 
75, who has kept his pae- 


dophiliac tendencies secret 
from his wife and children, 
Rob who communicates with 
other “boy lovers” via the In- 
ternet, Colin, convicted of pos- 
sessing indecent material after 
filming young boys, and Peter 
Hamilton Harvey, who was con- 
victed of indecent assault. All 
have one chilling thing in com- 
mon: not one will admit any 
wrong in their desire for chil- 
dren. 

“I don i feel I ever have been 
a danger to children," says Gil. 
who claims never to have act- 
ed on his desires. “I have been 
tempted but the veiy idea of do- 
ing something that would trau- 
matise a child physically or 
psychologically, that’s complete 
anathema to me. 

“I could never hurt a child 
in any way. I would like a lov- 
ing relationship between myself 
and a child as near to adult 
relationship as reasonably 
possible.” 

Those who work with sex of- 
fenders and their vic tims say 
that the documentary gives a 
“platform for criminals” who 
are allowed to put forward 
their views unchallenged. Views 
such as Lhose of Colin who still 
cannot “see what all the fuss was 


about’’ over his film which 
showed three 12-year-old boys 
urinating, defecating and sim- 
ulating masturbation. “My role 
as an adult was to supervise and 
protect them from pae- 
dophiles." 

Mike Thylor, of the NSPCC, 
said of the programme: “It is a 
chilling account of how men 
who have no moral scruples and 
who do not share the values of 
our society operate in sexually 
abusing children." 

But Dea Birkett, the writer 
and journalist who presents the 
film says she made it because 
she feels that we need to know 
more about such people in or- 
der to deal with them. “1 felt we 
actually needed to confront 
them, to look at them - what 
they think, what they do - ba- 
sically to unhood them. There 
have always been victims but we 
need to know more about them 
so there are no more victims." 

But Mr Taylor responded: 
“Who is speaking out for the 
children in all this? It is very un- 
fortunate that the film does not 
take the child’s perspective into 
account as well as that of the 
perpetrator of the abuse." 

Paul Cavadino, principal of- 
ficer for the National Associa- 





SCANNERS 



up to a 


r^= 


lM«WOSUITESOi™WEWrrHAU.SCA»BlSOV«£80 



HEWLETT PACKARD 5S 
SHST FEED SCANNER ► 

• Up to 300dp! optical resolution. 

• 24-bit Colour. DbconsDoaf 

• 10 page auto NNkJNh 

docunent feeder. A UU 

Was £S0S9. £179199. £9Vl99 


•’ ‘ Jy vv > ' , ■ 









cot WBH JBmp 

• 360*600 dpi 
optical acanmc 

•304k color (Over 
ibBanodtatiiriL 

PLUSTEK 

OPTIC PRO 9630 
RJOIBIOtm 

• BOOxfiOOdlpiaptfcri 

IBScAlfal 

■ 3W* cota* Was CMOSB. 


ar £09.99 


./» -fig 




£119199 1 tffllSiPSi 


MODEMS 



FREE 

£1000 OF 


MOTOROLA 66k 

EXTERNAL. MODBI ► 

• Vfotcefacfity 

• External connection. 

• Capable of down tearing 
at speeds of up to 56k bpa 

Was £12939. 

HAYES pkmcm* ■ 




■nHvacsfiRcajTY 


tosek bpa whs otaaa 
ith»w& Prica £casa. 

HAYES 

ACCURASSk 


Cap 2 t*> of ttato transfer 
u>D56kbpB. 


SALEPfOCS 

£99i99 

£10099 

£11099 


fife#;*--’ 





mmsrrK _._r 


N* - * - 

1 




*0 





LOGIC 3 
TORNADO AMALOGUE PC 
w r s n e ae 

• Auto fra, 

• 2 fine buttons. VUas £91901 

DESTI NY 

venom pc wrenc* 

• 4 fire/action buttons 

• Auto fire switch. 
was£taaa 

INTERACT 

POWBtPAD 
PC GAME PAD 

• 9fine buttons. 

• Turbo auto firs. 

Was £2499. 


SflJEWWDSGAJWRAD 


& 






gsiiiepad with Sghtenhg fast 
responses. • tnoudes 6 action 
and 2 trigger buttons. 
Was£3a§9L 

THRU STMAST ER 

T25PC5TEBHG • 
WHEELS AID PEDALS _■ 
LARQBt STORES. . 

Was £9999- 


PMMAX 

ECHO MOUSE 

3 button mo use w ith 
serB connection. 

Was £799. 

LOONEY TUWS 

HOUSE AND 
MOUSBHAT 

Arfijlein'fezonwwsy 


r £?« 
gar £14^9 
ar £1099 
gar f3&99 
Si £6099 


SWEff f 30^ 


7 1 





K'VEjfc&fcii art 


MScmsoft* 

PRECISION PRO 

FORCE FEEDBACK JOYSTICK 

• The ultimate to gamephy action 
aid control 

• FEB. every move 

with compertote J 






4M Microsoft* 

m HTTHUMOUSE 

rfioa PS 2 MO USE 

MSm rtgtvquafityergonofrtc --^l 




DtanaaDMd 




logics 

SPORTS MOUSE 

Golf tal design mouse 
withmousemat. 
in-store Price £S9R 

logics 

SPORTS MOUSE 

FootbaS design mouse 
withmousemat 
h-store Price £I9S9. 


VOWMS 


*12*9 1 £3 4.99 l^|pll 

4^2 aggsassssssss 

41- fe3BB S&a«ags 

£ ITiW imumory;^ 


. . mM T- 

n- x- 



There’s a Great Deal going on 

OrvMahofKWincdbDnuxM* 


i lion for the Care and Resettle- 

* ment and Offenders, added 
■ that the programme was "giv- 
ing a platform to criminals to 

I justify their activities that cause 

• life-long damage to children". 
And he went on: “It's an un- 
balanced pn jgramme - there is 
no reference to the victims or 
survivors of paedophiles. 

“And from the standpoint of 
those working with offenders 
there were only unrepentant 
paedophiles." 

The programme makers ar- 
gue that they show equally 
strongly people who have tak- 
en action against paedophiles 
such as Tony Shepherd, who 
tells of his attempts to get Mr 
Hamilton Harvey to leave the 
neighbourhood, including 
throwing a brick into the car of 
his 71 -year-old father and set- 
ting fire to a car that belonged 
a friend of the family. 

Those actions got him put on 
probation otherwise Mr Shep- 
herd says, he planned to “to take 
[Hamilton Harvey] away to the 
area of Wareham forest ... He 
was going to be taught a lesson, 
going to be given a very seri- 
ous warning he was not want- 
ed any more and that it was in 
his best interests to move [We 
were going to] nail him to a 
tree." 

“We must meet and confront 
paedophiles," says Ms Birkett 
who describes making the doc- 
umentary as confronting her 
own worst fears. “We must 
learn how to deal with them 
withoui resorting to the bricks 
and the petrol bombs so we can 
protect children without vio- 
lence or fear." 

Ray Wyrc. a therapist who 
has worked for many years with 
sex offenders, said: “There is a 
responsibility on us. This pro- 
gramme may reinforce their 
beliefs. These people believe 
what they do is not wrong, they 
believe society is wrong. Other 
people watching could have 
their belief system reinforced." 

Asked last night to comment, 
Peter Grimsdaie. commission- 
ing editor for religion at Chan- 
nel 4 said: “At the very least the 
programme informs the debate 
by- acknow Jedging. unpalatable 
as the truth might be. that pae- 
dophiles do exist and they live 
amongst us." 






Dea Birkett: i felt we actually needed to confront them ... basically to unhood them’ 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Council condemned in child abuse inquiry 


Incompetence not 
corruption allowed a 
social worker to put 
children at risk of abuse 
for more than a decade. 
An independent inquiry 
said a ‘climate of fear* 
allowed Mark Trotter, 
who died of an Aids- 
related illness, to carry 
on working with 
children in care. Glenda 
Cooper, Social Affairs 
Correspondent reports. 


Hackney G luncil knew • tf l> iur 
comply inlb ■»] sexual abuse 
a gains! Mark Trotter by [he late 
Eighties hut failed In suspend 
him because of his powerful pt i- 
siiion as a trade uniunist. 

Bui J*»hn Barrati. who car- 
ried out ihe independent in- 
quiry inui the Mark Trotter 
affair, said (hat the wax the lat- 


ter was dealt with amounted to 
“impropriety" rather than cor- 
ruption. “I criticised the fail- 
ure in suspend [Trotter], not 
because of ... influence by 
councillors but bv ihc tael 
that he had quite an influen- 
tial position in the trade union 
in a council where trade unions 
hate a !•■[ nf power." Mr Bar- 
rail -aid 

'[ rotter, who had worked 
lor H.icknci Council .since 
l‘»M. w.i.s about to be arrest- 
ed »i\et allegations of sexual 
.ibu»e when he died nf an 
Aids- related illness in 1 * 195 . 
Four complaints nl sexual 
abuse i .| children in Hackney 
and LwerpiHil had been made 
.iiia nisi him over i lie years. 

Tile independent inquiry 
Was set Up by the o 'iiiu.il in I 1 *** 
alter sen* ms o »ncems ulv. mi ihe 
activities anil management of 
Tr. 'llei . will i ui irked t< >r the au- 
thority tiom IASI to IMU.i. 
Newspaper revelations about 
the v-aiula I hrouehi ihe au- 


thority under attack for its 
ha ndling of the affair and alle- 
gations of a cover up. 

It was claimed that Trotter, 
who was openly gay. had 
strong links with the then- 
ruling Labour group and 
stayed in his job despite being 
suspected of child abuse. 

A separate investigation by' 
the National Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Chil- 
dren, also commissioned by 
Hackney Council, concluded 
last year that Trotter bad 
abused at least six children and 
teenagers in his care. 

Mr Barra IL a former di- 
rector of Cambridgeshire social 
services, said that there was no 
evidence of a cover-up: “My 
conclusion is that inadequacies 
in dealing with the Trotter af- 
fair are best explained by ref- 
erence fo overall organisational 
incompetence rather than to 
corrupt political conspiracies." 

But lie was “highly critical" 
of the wav Hackney conduct- 


ed its internal inquiry and said 
that there was a “poor quali- 
ty" workforce, “mismanage- 
ment" and “uncontrolled 
power exercised ... in the man- 
agerial chaos of the 1980s". 

The atmosphere at Hack- 
ney. where defamatory ru- 
mour was used as a “standard 
political weapon" and was 
combined with organisational 
incompetence meant that it 
was not difficult for people to 
believe in favouritism and un- 
due influence. 

The report calls on the 
council to review its childcare 
policy, including improving 
record-keeping for children, 
which it describes as appalling. 
It also recommends a multi- 
agency approach to looking af- 
ter Lhose in care. 

Mr Barrati called for na- 
tional guidelines to help pre- 
vent child abuse rather than 
leaving it to individual police 
forces and serial services. “The 
Government should be looking 


at the results of a number of in- 
quiries. Is it right to be leaving 
it io some ad hoc inquiries? ... 
There is a possibility, almost 
more a probability, that wide- 
spread abuse did occur in res- 
idential care in the 19805 which 
may need looking at more 
thoroughly with common stan- 
dards of co-operation rather 
than leaving it to individual po- 
lice forces and individual social 
services." 

John McCaffeny. Labour 
group leader on Hackney 
Council, where no party has 
overall control, said: “I am 
pleased the independent re- 
port has concluded there was 
no cover up. Hackney Labour 
was wrongly accused. This ac- 
cusation has been completely 
rebutted by this independent 
inquiry." But the Liberal De- 
mocrats said Lhat while the re- 
port was good in places 
questions must be answered by 
the Labour Party about its 
handling of the affair. 


Pleasant 


man’ who preyed on young 


When Mark Trotter was lirsl 
interviewed in September bfril 
as a hi >u scpari.nl fur ;i chil- 
dren’s home tn Hackney ihe 
panel which appointed him 
were impressed and desu ihed 
him as u “pleasant young man 
who appeared qu icily deter- 
mined". 

But only three mi mills lat- 
er a young man in Trowbridge 
House alleged Tmilcr h.iil "in- 
terfered" with him. A month 
later ihe re was an al legal m m < »f 
indecent assault made by an- 
other boy. Trotter was sus- 
pended hul after a lull 
disciplinary hearing in June 
1«»X2 when the c.i*v w.iv “ni»i 
proven" he was returned to 
dulv at Trowbridge H« »use. 

Two years later in l*fS‘4 
Hackney heard that Mersey- 
side Police and Liverpool So- 
cial Services - where I ml lei 


had w« irked prev i» mslv - were 
investigating .mi ulier incident. 
In 1*1X7 there was vet another 
allegation Irom a young 
woman in I iackncy. The police 
were informed .mil investigat- 
ed. Hie a 1 legal ion could not be 
suhsi.mii.tied. 

Lillie happened Lhcn until 
J n hen I roller retired on 
health grounds, dying in July 
1 aged .'4 nf ail -\idvrelaled 
illness. Mersey side police had 
been just ah< ml to question him 
about sexual abuse ol five 
young men in I iverpool. 

When hackney social ser- 
vices weie (old of llti.s they 
comm ins j. iik J .t si -ci.il worker 
|i * trace as many young people 
as possible w iih w hum Tn uier 
had worked. I le was meant to 
icpoit by December, i hat 
deadline was missed. The sec- 
i aid u;i' ah i missed and the re- 


port - a mere seven pages - was 
not received until the follow- 
ing July. A year since the 
council were first alerted, only 
a fraction of the children had 
been traced, four of whom had 
died, one from an Aids-relat- 
ed illness. 

The store finally hit the 
media. The warfare within the 
Labour group at- Hackney 
meant that il was perceived as 
a cover-up because Trotter 
had been a Labour party ac- 
tivist. And a delay in setting 
up an investigation spliL Hack- 
ney * ruling Labour group 
with 17 members walking out 
amid claims of the cover-up. 
The Liberal Democrats req- 
uisitioned a special council 
meeting which finally voted at 
lam to set up an independent 
inquiry. 

- Qenda Cooper 



Mark Trotter: Died in 1995 from Aick-related illness 
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Car dealers exposed in price-fixing investigation 


Ever had a problem 
getting a car dealer to 
drop the price of new 
cars? The Consumers’ 
Association has and it 
claims that some 
ruthless carmakers keep 
prices high. Randeep 
Ramesh, Transport 
Correspondent, 

$ examines the allegations. 


Volvo, the Scandinavian motor 
manufacturer, was accused yes- 
terday of “price-firing” under 
European law by discouraging 
dealers from offering customers 
discounts. 

An undercover researcher 
from Which? magazine posed as 
an interested buyer at 12 Vol- 
vo dealerships but could only get 
a “very small” discount on a car 
worth £16,675. 

In fact some dealers al- 
legedly went further telling the 
researcher that Volvo told them 
not to offer discounts. Accord- 
ing to this month's Which? re- 
port, one Volvo dealer in 
V*’ Famham allegedly told the re- 
searcher that the car maker . 
would “rap the knuckles” of 
dealers caught discounting and 
another in Croydon said it 
would lose its franchise. 

Any attempt to fix prices 
would breach European com- 
petition law. The Consumers' 
Association say it will present 
the evidence to the European 
Commission. Volvo deny the 



Cutting up rough: An 
undercover researcher was 
told that Volvo instructed 
dealerships not to offer 
discounts in a move which 
flouts EU competition law 


claims. A spokeswoman for 
Volvo said that dealers have a 
margin of 7 per cent to “play 
with”. 

In a statement, the company 
said it “does not restrict in any 
way the price at which dealers 
may sell cars ... it is incorrect 
to suggest that we have the abil- 


ity to either terminate a deal- 
ers agreement or penalise them 
in any way for discounting". 

The report also highlights 
that all 12 Fiat dealers inside the 
M25 are owned by the same 
company and offer the same 
models at the same prices - 
which, according to the Con- 


sumers' Association, would 
“discourage competition". 

Not all the companies con- 
tacted refused to give discounts. 
Ail four Ford dealers Which? 
visited offered “substantial dis- 
counts of up to £1,000”. 

However, the industry said 
motor manufacturers did not 


More drivers ignoring drink limit 


Nearly 10 per cent of motorists 
involved in an accident during 
Christmas were over the drink- 
drive limit, it was revealed yes- 
terday. 

Overall, police in England 
and Wales gave 15,455 tests af- 
ter collisions and 1,430 were 
positive. Nearly 7,000 people 
were injured in car crashes 
from 18 December to 2 Janu- 
ary. In two police force areas, 
one out of five drivers breath- 
tested after car crashes was 
found to have drunk too much. 


Police said comparisons with 
previous drink-drive figures 
were impossible because a new 
system of counting has been in- 
troduced this year. Previously 
details of all breath-tests during 
the festive period were given, 
whether or not the drivers 
stopped were involved in acci- 
dents. 

Despite the police's attempts 
to restrict information, the 
breath-test failure rate of 9 per 
cent over Christmas is far high- 
er than the 5 per cent rate iu in- 


jury collisions reported by the 
Government for the year of 
19%. 

Avon and Somerset police 
found that 30 (21 per cent) of 
the 145 motorists tested had 
drunk too much. In Wiltshire. 
27 out of 138 breath tests (20 
per cent) were positive. 

North Wiles had the third 
highest rate at 17 per cent 
and Lancashire was fourth with 
16 per cent. 

Dave Rogers, of Lhe Royal 
Society for the Prevention of 


Accidents said the failure rate 
was appalling. “Far too many 
people are still drinking and dri- 
ving without any thought for the 
devastation they can cause. 

“We fear that drink-driving 
is slowly on the increase again. 
We would like to see police and 
the courts getting tough with 
drink drivers so that these to- 
tally irresponsible motorists re- 
alise that the risk is just not 
worth taking,” 

— Jason Bennetto 
Crime Correspondent 
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have the power to fix the price 
of cars. “There are guideline 
prices but there are other 
considerations which dictate a 
retail price,” said Christopher 
Maegowan. chief executive of 
the Retail Motor Industry Fed- 
eration, the body which repre- 
sents the country’s 4.800 


franchised dealerships. 

Mr Maegowan added that 
when cars were in short supply 
very often customers would 
find themselves with no discount 
or even paying a premium. 
“For example there are some 
shortages of popular Audi and 
VW cars and people cannot ex- 


pect to haggle and get savings." 

Which ? also questioned 
whether it was possible to im- 
port a car into Britain and 
claimed manufacturers were 
deliberately putting obstacles m 
the way of customers prepared 
to go abroad for a bargain. 

When the researcher asked 


an Opel (Vauxhali) dealership 
In Holland for a right-hand 
drive Corsa. two salesman said 
Opel “would not allow them to 
sell cars to foreigners”. 

The report claims that when 
the researcher tried lo order an 
import version of a Nissan 
Almera from the Continent - 
saving £4,000 on a car worth 
£U.d(Xi- the investigator was 
told it was impossible to order. 

According to the Commis- 
sion last year, Britain joined the 
ranks of the most expensive 
places in which to buy a car. The 
Commission says this is due to 
price hikes by manufacturers 
and the rise in sterling’s vaJue. 

Fifteen of the 75 models con- 
sidered were most expensive in 
the UK including the Opel 
Corsa and Astra, and the Peu- 
geot 106 and 306. Britain was 
cheapest for only three models: 
the BMW 730i and Volvo's 850 
and 960. 

Buyers will find no bargains 
in Germany or France which 
had the highest prices in the 
EU. Both had 30 of lhe dear- 
est models. By contrast, the 
Netherlands and Portugal are 
the cheapest countries for cars. 


Prescott pledges action on cleaner air 


Air pollution will be the Gov- 
ernment's main target in its bid 
to dean up the environment 
during the UK’s presidency of 
the European Union. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, pledged to help 
make Europe “greener” with ac- 
tion on climate change, reduc- 
tions in acid rain, new policies 
lo reduce filihy exhaust fumes 
from vans and heavy lorries, and 
more protection for threatened 
animals, birds and planL life. 

Mr Prescott said traffic pol- 


lution must be curbed in order 
to meet the ambitious carbon 
dioxide reduction levels the 
Government has set itself. How- 
ever. he dismissed reports that 
this would add another £300 to 
the cost of a car. 

Gavin Strang, the minister 
responsible for transport, said 
there was no question that the 
Government wauled better 
technology and for consumers 
10 be more coasdous of green 
issues when they bought cars. 

The airline industry will also 


come underpressure from reg- 
ulators who are concerned with 
the health of people thing near 
airports caused by harmful NGx 
gases spewed from aircraft en- 
gines. 

Mr Prescott told reporters at 
a London news conference: 
“The presidency is not some- 
thing remote, happening in Eu- 
rope. It’s about the lives we lead, 
our jobs, tackling crime and im- 
proving the environment.” 

There was no secret, said Mr 
Prescott, about the “consider- 


able public concern" in Britain 
and across Europe about poor 
air quality' - but. he added, only 
Europe-wide measures could 
make any difference to im- 
proving the air we all breathe. 

Although the proposals were 
generally welcomed, some cam- 
paigners said more amid be 
done. Lynn Sloman, Assistant 
Director of Transport 2000. 
said: “They have said nothing 
about cutting the mammoth 
EU funded road-building 
programme." 
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Psychopathic drifter convicted of nightmare attack 


A homeless teenager 
who plunged a knife into 
the head of a woman 
travelling alone on a 
train was convicted 
yesterday of attempted 
murder. 

Jason Bennetto, Crime 
Correspondent reports 
on a shocking case of 
random violence. 


Robert Buckland, 18, was re- 

branded for psychiatric reports 
until nest month, when he will 
be sentenced. His victim, Ali- 
son Kennedy. 2S, miraculous- 
ly survived the attack in which 
the five-inch-bladed Bowie- 
style hunting knife had to be re- 
moved from her head. 

Buckland said he had want- 
ed to snatch Miss Kennedy’s 
handbag but had thrust the 
knife into her skull in a rush of 
anger, intending to kill her. 
When she turned and rose 
from her seat, holding the 
knife in her head. Buckland ran 
away scared and tried to jump 
from the train. 

The Old Bailey was told he 
suffered from a severe psy- 
chopathic disorder from early 
childhood which exploded into 




Robert Buckland (left) told the court he had carried out the attack in a 
moment of anger. Doctors said Alison Kennedy (right) was lucky to be 
alive after the knife was plunged into her skull, seen in an X-ray (centre) 



violence on occasions. At 
school, he had fantasised about 
stabbing a woman in the head. 

Buckland bad admitted 
wounding Miss Kennedy, who 
was travelling to visit her sister 
on the Waterloo to Guildford 
train in March last year. But he 
denied attempted murder. 


He had left home at 16 af- 
ter trouble with his stepmoth- 
er but by March last year he was 
fed up sleeping rough and beg- 
ging. He was on his way to 
Guildford to find a bed for the 
night. Miss Kenneth' was on the 
same train visiting her sister. 

Among the few possessions 


Buckland had was the knife and 
a hammer he said his father had 
given him. He said he had them 
so he could break into premis- 
es to steal and feed himself. 

He look out the hunting 
knife when he was three feel 
behind Miss Kennedy. 

He told the court: ‘‘1 put my 


hand on the grip exactly like 
you see in a horror movie. I 
took the knife out of my pock- 
et and raised my arm up in the 


“Then n big rush of anger. 
As I pulled my arm down, it all 
came out. I think all the stress 
and frustration had all been re- 


leased in that blow. I had not 
planned to dispose of it in 
that way - rhut was just the way 
I was feeling." he said. 

Afterwards he said he was 
shocked by what he had done. 
“She stood up. I did not know 
what she was going to do. To 
he quite honest. I was scared 


of her. 1 ran through the car- 
riage. I saw her stand, one hand 
on her head, staggering down," 
Miss Kennedy, a charity 
worker from Northern Ire- 
land. said she thought she was 
going to die. She will never ful- 
ly recover from the assault 
and is to have more surgery . 


Speaking outside the court 
after the verdict, she said: “T 

feel a great sense of relief at the 

result and a great sense of sat- 
isfaction to be here to see it for 

myself. 

*1 would Like to say thanks 
to everyone who helped me and 
l am looking forward to getting 
on with my life." 

Surgeons originally thought 
Miss Kennedy would die from 
the massive knife wound. She 
still needs an operation 10 re- 
pair bone deficiency and has 
suffered extensively from deep 
psychological trauma. 

Dr Adrian Casey, the sur- 
geon responsible for removing 
the knife from Miss Kennedy's 
head, said: “Tb survive relatively 
intact from an injury of this kind 
is nothing short of a miracle." 

“When she came to across 
to us she was lying on a trolley 
with a knife coming out of her 
head. The amazing thing was 
she was awake and alert despite 
this horriGc injury. 

“We put her to deep under 
general anaesthetic and then in 
theatre we opened up the 
wound where the knife had 
shattered the skull and we 
drilled with a high-speed drill 
around the knife so we had full 
access to the brain and then I 
cautiously removed the knife." 
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WATCH OUT FOR OUR 
VOUCHER SPECIALS? 






Pressure on schools 
to reach new 
literacy levels 


Ministers wiff put 
pressure on local 
education authorities to 
adopt traditional 
teaching methods if they 
fail to meet literacy 
targets. Judith Judd* 
Education Editor, 
describes government 
plans to achieve 
dramatic improvements 
in literacy by 2002. 


Local authorities who could 
do better, even though they arc 
getting above average test re- 
sults will be exposed. Stephen 
Bvers. school standards minis- 
ter. said yesterday. 

At the North of England ed- 
ucation conference he pub- 
lished a list of literacy targets for 
132 authorities. Some will be ex- 
pected almost to double the pro- 
portion of 1 1 -year-olds reaching 
the expected standard over the 
next five years. 

Ministers want 80 per cent 
of pupils to reach the required 
standard in national English 
tests. The present figure is 57 
per cent. The lowest target for 
an authority is 70 per cent and 
the highest 90 percent. In 1996. 
only 36 per cent of pupils 
reached the standard in lower 
Hamlets, the worst performing 
authority', its target is 70 per 
cent. The new authority of Not- 
tingham City which comes into 
existence in April will have to 
inipnne from 36 to 72 percent. 

At the other extreme, Wok- 
ingham in Berkshire is expect- 
ed to go up from 74 to 91) per 
cent and Bury in Lancashire 
from w> per cent to 90 per cent. 

Rutland, Surrey, Bromley 
and Solihull also have targets of 


90 per cent. 

Authorities were asked to 
chose targets from a 5 per cent 
range. Mr Byers said that some 
had been cajoled into setting 
targets acceptable to the Gov- 
ernment. Others had opted to 
aim for even higher goals. 

All have now agreed ac- 
ceptable targets. 

Mr Byers accepted that 
progress would be less rapid in 
areas which are already per- 
forming well. He said: “There 
will be no hiding place for un- 
der performance - every parent 
will know these figures and will 
judge local education authori- 
ties on how they meet them." 

Ministers would be moni- 
toring authorities' progress and 
would take action if any were 
falling behind. 

Most people now accepted, 
he said, that teaching methods 
used in the national Hieracy pro- 
ject, which include phonics and 
wbole-dass teaching worked “If 
an authority is falling behind 
... we will put pressure on them 
to adopt different methods 
which will raise literacy levels." 

Mx Byers accepted that 
those authorities in deprived ar- 
eas would need more help from 
the Government but said thal 
poverty was no excuse for un- 
derachievement. He reassured 
conference delegates that they 
had a vital role to play in new 
education action zones but 
warned them that they had no 
God-given right to run schools. 

Mr Byers also announced 
that the Government is to in- 
troduce a new kite-marking 
system for independent schools. 
The rethink has been prompt- 
ed by the Utting report on 
child protection. Talks are tak- 
ing place between ministers 
and independent school leaders. 


Video link in Airline in £1 ,2m 
violent chain suit over delay 


Violent videos do not make 
young people violent, it is vio- 
lence thal makes them enjoy 
watching violem videos, a 
Home Office Sludy has re- 
vealed. 

As reported in The Inde- 
pendent last week, a study by 
Birmingham University com- 
missioned in the aftermath of 
the Jamie Bulger case has round 
no simplistic pattern of behav- 
iour where young men watch vi- 
olcntvidcos and then cany out 
aggressive or violent acts. 

Instead the study suggests 
that the link between poor so- 
cial background and ddinquent 
behaviour extends to a taste for 
violent films. The report con- 
cluded: “The research points to 
a pathway from having a violent 
home background, to being an 
offender, to being more likely 
to prefer violent Suns and vio- 
lent actors." 

— Paul McCann 


Caledonian .Airways faces a 
£1 .2m legal action after a flight 
to Britain was delayed for 37 
hours. Two solicitors who were 
on flight CKT977 from Tel Aviv 
arc threatening a multi-party 
action on behalf of around 300 
of the 377 passengers. 

The aircraft had been sched- 
uled to arrive al 5am on Mon- 
day. but did no! arrive until fipin 
on Tuesday, following technical 
problems. The Tristar jet was 
first delayed more than 17 
hours in Israel while engineers 
fixed a faulty instrument gauge, 
and was then forced to make an 
emergency landing in Greece 
two hours into the flight because 
of engine problems. 

Caledonian Airways was 
named by Which? as the worst 
airline for delays lost summer. 
A spokeswoman for the airline 
said last night they had not been 
notified of any legal action. 

— Michael Streeter 
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Historical focus: Three girls of the Rapa dan wait on Easter Island for a boat to Huga Roa 


Fifty years ago, Thor Heyerdahl 
and the Kon-Tiki expedition 
appeared to prove that ancient 
humans could have sailed west 
from South American to colonise 
the Pacific Islands. But DNA 
evidence now shows that his 
theory was wrong. Charles Arthur, 
Science Editor, on the molecules 
that have upset a great 
adventure. 


In The I ovage of the ' Kon-Tikf , ihe Norwe- 
gian archaeologist Thor Heyerdahl fa- 
mously proved that early humans could have 
used the trade winds to sail from Peru to 
Easter Island - and thus be its first settlers. 
But although the tale of his replica raft and 
the voyage westward across the Pacific in Au- 
gust 1947 makes a stirring tale, his idea has 
now been proved to be wrong. Sorry, Thor 
DNA analysis of the remains of the origi- 
nal settlers of islands ail around the Pacif- 
ic including Easter Island, demonstrates that 
they actually came from South-East Asia. 

Dr Erika Hagelberg. of the department 
of genetics at Cambridge University, has 


spent the past eight years studying the mi- 
tochondrial DNA - passed down tlirough 
the maternal line - of Polynesians, who 
moved into the western Pacific about 
1.500 years ago, and the Melanesia ns, who 
were the first to migrate there during the 
Pleistocene era about 60.000 years ago. 

“There are two groups of populations 
which moved into the area, but both ulti- 
mately came from Asia.” Dr Hagelberg said 
yesterday. “Tire Melanesians could have 
been one of the first migrations of mod- 
em humans out of Africa." They appear 
to have reached New Guinea, where they 
settled. The Polynesians then followed, and 


colonised New Zealand. Hawaii and Easi- 
er Island itself. 

Determining the origins of populations 
by analysing miuvhondrial DNA is done 
by first assuming that mutations in the se- 
quence of the DNA arise at a specific rate 
hul differently for different people. So two 
populations which evolve apart will have 
dissimilar sequences of mitochondrial 
DNA. That means you can distinguish 
where the DNA found in skeletons origi- 
nated from, by comparing it wiib that from 
modern-day populations and also ancient 
DNA of known origins. And in the case of 
Easter Island s original settlers, it turns out 


Photograph: Bob Sacha/Colorific 


that tbeir common ancestor comes from 
South-East Asia - not South America. 

Professor Heyerdahl has counte r-daimed 
that the real first settlers cremated their dead, 
which would destroy any potential evi- 
dence. But Dr Hagelberg disputes this. “I 
can look at the DNA in the bones. I’ve ex- 
amined a couple of bundled skeletons. It just 
lakes patience and attention to detail." 

Hct work was done in collaboration with 
teams in Oxford, Holland and Australia and 
presented yesterday at a seminar at the Nat- 
ural History Museum, organised by the Nat- 
ural Environment Research Council, 
looking at “ancient biomoleeules*’. 


Dinosaurs 
got feathers 
to stay warm 


In the world of dinosaurs, one argument 
is increasingly occupying scientists: did birds 
evolve from lizard-like dinosaurs, or from 
some other group of animals? 

Now, two newly discovered specimens 
from China seem to show dinosaurs which 
developed primitive feathers for warmth 
rather than flight, and could be early an- 
cestors of today’s birds. 

The well-preserved fossil skeletons of the 


chicken-sized biped dinosaur Sinosauro- 
ptenx which lived about 140 million years 
ago, were recently found in Liaoning in 
north-eastern China. The most interesting 
discovery was the quill-like “integumentary 
structures” awering both specimens, the sci- 
ence journal Native reports today. Running 
from the base of rhe head along the back 
and taiL they arc thought to be the remains 
of feathers, or feather-like structures. 


but were clearly not designed for flight. It 
is possible they were used to stop the di- 
nosaur losing body heat, which would sug- 
gest they were warm-blooded, unlike lizards 
which are cold-blooded. 

The argument over whether birds de- 
veloped from dinosaurs has 'intensified in 
the past few years. The generally held view 
is that Archaeopteryx, a dinosaur with wing- 
like arms which lived about 150 million years 


ago. was the precursor of modem birds. But 
that view has been challenged by a group 
of scientists who think they evolved in par- 
allel from a common ancestor with 
dinosaurs. The evidence from Sinosauro- 
plervx indicates th3t feathers evolved from 
simpler, branched structures that appeared 
in non-flying dinosaurs, possibly as a means 
of insulation. 

— Charles Arthur 


Asteroids’ 
tidal wave 
threat 


The impact of a wayward asteroid on 
one of the earth’s oceans would spell 
disaster for coastal cities. a US scien- 
tist says. Such an impact would trig- 
ger massive tidal waves, or “tsunamis’’ 
capable of travelling thousands of kilo- 
metres and devastating entire coast- 
lines - though Britain, it seems, would 
be spared the worst effects- 

Jack Hills, an astrophysicist at Las 
Alamos National Laboratory in New 
Mexico, used a computer program to 
make the first detailed simulations of 
cosmic impacts on our planet's oceans. 
He presented the results yesterday at 
the winter meeting of the American 
Astronomical Socieiy. 

Even a comparatively small aster- 
oid, with a diameter of 200m, would 
“cause a large-scale tsunami on all of 
the coastal areas on the particular 
ocean that it hits”, Mr Hills said. Such 
an impact is expected every few thou- 
sand years. The resulting ocean waves 
would be some 30m in height, and 
would grow even larger as they ap- 
proached the shore. They would also 
be unstoppable. 

The worst-case scenario Mr Hills 
investigated was the impact of an ob- 
ject five kilometres across - an event 
expected once in about 10 million 
years. The simulation looked at a strike 
in the north of the Atlantic Ocean. The 
model predicted waves powerful 
enough to swamp the eastern seaboard 
of the United States right up to the Ap- 
palachian Mountains. 

Though ports of Europe would also 
be devastated by such a mighty splash, 
a quirk of geography acts in Britain's 
favour: the ocean floor off south-west 
England has a very gradual slope. This 
shallow incline, Mr Hills explains, 
would reflect some of the tsunami's en- 
ergy back into the ocean. “The dam- 
age in England is much smaller than 
one would think.” he said. 

Ireland would fare slightly worse, 
while France and Portugal would take 
the brunt of devastation on the east- 
ern side of the Atlantic. 

Mr Hills said the first step in deal- 
ing with the threat of cosmic collisions 
is a programme to identify the thou- 
sands of objects that could potential- 
ly hit our plane! along with better 
evacuation planning for coastal areas. 

— Dan Falk, Washington 
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Mortgage example of £80,0Q0 repayad>1e ov^}2S 
Lender V _ APR ■. 

Halifax •• 9 . 4 %. 

WOOLWICH . .V; / 

‘ ABBEY NATlDNAL . 9.2% £6263 $. ^ ! f 

DIRECT UNE 8.2%, . •' • :£S85.5t:- : j 

APRs based on Standard Variable Rate Repayment mortgages^ correct at Stft January 1998: ffource: Moit^yEKts: -y‘’ 
MIRAS has been calculated under current tax legislation whk*;m3jraflkjw^: : ^ C ;p - 

• Since Janujiy *'?7 interest payments have risen and risen and risen. With one phone call 
to Direct Line you can start to bring them down again. 

o Om variable rare mortgage could save you around ^500 a year. 

« No legal tees if you transfer your mortgage without moving 
house using our solicitors package. 

a We refund your standard valuation costs after the 

mortgage is sec up. 

• No arrangement, mortgage indemnity or early redemption fees. 

• You can borrow up to ‘*0% of the value of your home. (DIRE CTt i^^ ) 

a So get your house in order. Call Direct Line now. 

0131 649 9099 0161 831 9099 0141 221 9099 
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CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. INDI72 
www.directtine .co.uk Direct Line Financial Services Limited, 250 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, G2 5SH. 

You muse be sged 18 to 61 Subject to status; Security required. Wnttfin 
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Tories plan 
American 
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style primary 
for London 




mayor 
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In the running: From left, MP and diarist Alan Clark, former transport minister Steven Norris, best-selling author Jeffrey Archer, and the last governor of H g on ®’ 


The official Tory candidate to 
become Mayor of London is to be 
selected by a one member one 
vote ballot of the Tory Party in 
the South East. Colin Brown, Chief 
Political Correspondent, says Lord 
Archer is miles ahead in the 
popularity stakes. 


Best selling author Jeffrey Archer’s chances 
of becoming the Tory candidate for the may- 
or of London were enhanced last night by 


the confirmation by Conservative Party 
leaders that a ballot of the pony will be held 
before the names go into the hat. 

Lord Archer, who claimed an athlet- 
ics •'blue” at university, has been out of the 
blocks in front of the rest of the field for 
months. He has even visited New York in 
his efforts to prepare himself for assuming 
the role of the first US-style Mayor of Lon- 
don. 

But in spile of his enthusiasm for the 
job. Lord Archer is not being giv en a clear 
field. Other runners limbering up for the 
•‘primaries" in London could include Chris 


Patten, the last Governor of Hnng Kong. 
Steven Norris, the colourful former trans- 
port minister for the capital, and Alan 
Clark. Chelsea M. diarist wit and nink out- 
sider. 

The Tory leadership may have their 
reservations about a Tory beauty parade nf 
such high-profile candidates - they are 
scarcely shrinking violets, and may relish 
an unseemly scrap. 

There had been dear signals that the 
Tory hierarchy was reluctant to see Lord 
Archer become the offidal candidate be- 
cause of his high profile and occasionally 


maverick attitudes. One senior Tory source 
said some weeks ago: “Jeffrey has peaked 
too soon." 

lint the iinc-menihcr. one-vote contest 
means grassroots activists can determine 
the outcome - and they are same activists 
who so often applaud Lord Archer to the 
rafters alter hts bullish speeches to party 
conference, and buy his hooks. 

Conservative Central Office and the 
leadership will stand aside, in >l even insisting 
upon nominations before would-be may- 
ors throw their hats in the ring. 

Anyone who wishes to stand need only 


be a party member to pul his or her name 
forward. The ballot is likely to be restrict- 
ed to members in the London area, where 
Lord Archer has a flat overlooking the 
Houses of Parliament. 

In addition to having his own fortune 
to Nick his campaign. Lord Archer has been 
starring in an advertisement on television 
for UT. which has led to some grumbles 
about unfair competition. 

Mr Patten was seen as the preferred 
candidate for the Tory leadership, having 
graviias and celebrity quality after leaving 
Hong Kong. It w not thought his decision 


to sign the pro-European letter to 77ie In- 
dependent has damaged his long-term 
chances, following the signal yesterday by 
William Hague that he still wants him in 
his team and will tell him so DfiSt lime they 
meei in a couple of weeks. 

Mr Patten, who has recently boughr a 
house in West London, is telling friends that 
he is interested in the vacancy, if it is a "real 
job"- 

The London referendum, to see 
whether people want an elected mayor and 
a separate London authority, takes place 
on May 7. 
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OUR BIGGEST SALE ON HOMEBASE KITCHENS. 

up to m 


50% OFF 


SAVE UP TO 50% OH ■" 
SELECTED HOMEBASE 
KITCHENS 


Well even plan your kitchen with you 
and deliver it free to your home.* 


SELECTED KITCHENS 


K>l FREE CREDA 
DISHWASHER WORTH 
£500 
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If you spend over £4.000 
we'U give you this Creda Dishwasher 
worth £500. absolutely free. 


Or spend £2.500 and we’ll give it to 
you for half price. 
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10% OFF ALL SINKS? 1 ■— 


We’re offering 10% off any sink of 
your choice from the 
Homebase Kitchen Collection. 
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BUY HOW AHD 
PAY NOTHING UNTIL 
SUMMER 1998 


You don’t have to pay anything until 
5ummer 1998 - not even a deposit** 


FOR DETAILS OF 
YOUR NEAREST HOMEBASE 
KITCHEN SHOWROOM 
TELEPHONE 0645 801800. 
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Redwood bound for 
Zog, says Labour 


John Redwood lambasted 
Tony Blair for leaving 
Britain for Tokyo today 
after launching Britain^ 
European presidency in 
London. Colin Brown says 
Labour accused Mr 
Redwood of ‘heading for 
Planet Zog*. 


Arch Euro-sceptic John Red- 
wood was attacked by Labour 
Iasi night of “spinning out of con- 
trol" after accusing Tony Blair of 
turning his back on Britain’s role 
in Europe for planning to fly to 
Japan for a summit today after 
bundling Britain's presidency of 
the union. “John Redwood is so 
out of touch, he is now spinning 
out of control on his return to 
Planet Zog.” said a senior 
Labour party source. 

Mr Blair will today be board- 
ing an aircraft for Japan offer 
launching Britain’s presidency 
of the European Union in Lon- 
don with Jacques Santcr, the 
EU President. He will be tak- 
ing a leading role in an EU- 
Japan summit in Tokyo with Mr 
Santer, but his decision to fly out 
of Britain so soon after his 
new year break in the Sey- 
chelles was attacked by arch 
Euro-sceplic John Redwood. 

“When the Prime Minister 
decides to launch his presiden- 
cy from the Seychelles and re- 


turns to Britain briefly before go- 
ing off to Japan, he is sending a 
message to our European part- 
ners he wishes to turn his back 
on them." Mr Redwood said. 

Mr Redwood said that Mr 
Blair and the Cabinet had failed 
to prepare lor the six-month 
presidency. He said they should 
have spent more time preparing 
Britain’s agenda to keep EU tax- 
es low. markets flexible and 
protect small firms from red 
tape. 

Denying that he was being 
trivial, Mr Redwood said he 
wanted Britain to use its pres- 
idency to police the legality of 
countries planning to go ahead 
with a single currency in 1^99 
without meeting the require- 
ments in the Maastricht treaty. 

He also gave his strong back- 
ing to the stand by the Conser- 
vative leader. William Hague, 
against a single currency. Mean- 
while, senior Tory sources said 
Chris Patten could still return 
to Mr Hague’s team, in spite of 
signing the letter to The Inde- 
pendent challenging his leader- 
ship on the single currency. 

“Chris knows that in politics 
nothing matters. People have 
short memories," said a former 
minister. Mr Hague yesterday 
made it clear he would be see- 
ing Mr Patten in the next few 
weeks to invite him back, pav 
viding he toes the Shadow Cab- 
inet line ruling out a single 
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WIN Blade Runner 


- the 3D real-time action i 
adventure game on PC CD-Rom ] 
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Do not miss this opportunity to 
win Blade Runner, the first 
Real-Time 3D Adventure Game, 


The game features over 70 
meticulously detailed 3D 
characters chat recreate and 
augment some of the original 
can of the motion picture. 


The game also includes 
voiceovers and digital re- 
creations of die original Blade 
Runner cast 


MONDAY-THURSDAY 8AM -8PM • FRIDAY 8AM -9PM • SATURDAY BAM - 8PM • SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM. STORES IN SCOTLAND OPEN SUNDAY 9AM - 8PM. 

'The Kitchens induiM m „ 0P |? , SS T, -^ E £^ AY ,. VARY ‘ PLEASE CALL 0645 8D1 BOO DURING OFFICE HOURS FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST STORE. 

farmTi JrfL, ™ pi!!,- . r 9 p 6ll “" a ,?' oB Berwick Premier Carcase and Rutland Classic Carcase- 40" off Nice Premier Carcase; 204 off Oslo Premier Carcase. Cologne Premier Carcase and Evesham Classic Carcase, and 7W off Boston Premier 
MKtdMnn and J WlUon Classic Carcase. Okscounls do not include installation. The hilly Riled ranges in this promotion are. off Blenheim Premier Carcase and Madnd Premier Carcass, IDS off Ludlow Premier Carcase and includes 

™ ***** 10 WTOy-addttitmai work such as fating, additional sockets, plastering, lighting and otd kitchen disposal are nol included. Full deiafls available instore. fBuitt-in Model 47914/7 costs £500 when purchased separately 
are iLiLd credn ^"1 “** Hom * b ** KW*" CoUeclion only “On l st June 1998 pay in hiU or lake credit Written quotations on request from Homebase Limited. Beddingion House. Wellington. Surrey SMi OHB. Homebase 

crew oroHers. wans subpet to status and approval and are not available to anyone under 21 years. Example a kitchen casting El. 500. Pay m 34 monthly repayments of E57-62. ■final amount repayable £2.074-32 124-9% *» variable! 

Spend A Save Cards cannot he used on kitchen purchases. Products and offers may vary in N Ireland and Eire. 


These characters sec their own 
goals and agendas, plot and 
exchange information, thereby 
producing unpredictable actions 
each time the game is played - 
this creates extensive 
reptayabilfcy. 


We have twenty Blade Runner 
PC CD-Roms to win, to enter 
this competition simply dal the 
number below, answer the 
following question on line and 
leave your name and hill address: 


Q: Which actor played 
the lead in the movie 
Blade Runner? 

Call 0930 563406 


Cans oast SOp per minute « all times. Winners weied at random altar tines dose | 
8 January 1993. Usual Newspaper Pursuing rules apply. Editor's decision is final ! 
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Feast from the dark 
side of Pink Floyd 


Vintage sessions by 
bands including Pink 
Floyd and the Who are 
being unearthed by the 
BBC following the 
interest in the Rolling 
Stones tapes. David Lister, 
Arts News Editor, visits 
the archives and listens 
to the music. 


For any rock music fan the base- 
ments containing the BBC ra- 
dio archives are a treasury. 
Shelf upon shelf of tapes con- 
tain vintage performances from 
the last 30 years. 

Not before time, the BBC 
are drawing up plans to release 
some of these sessions, both 
concert and studio perfor- 
mances, by the world’s most fa- 
mous groups. 

This follows the success of 
The Beatles: Lhv at the BBC , 
which made the corporation 
£2m. The Led Zeppelin BBC Ses- 
sions which has sold 1 million 
copies and aroused huge inter- 
est in the United States, and the 
compiling of Sixties sessions by 
the Rolling Stones, exclusively 
reviewed yesterday in The 
Independent. 

Those sessions are likely to 
be released this year. But with 
the BBC realising that the 
archive recordings, all of studio 
quality, can attract massive 
sales, the Stones are almost cer- 
tain to be followed by other big 
names. 

John Willan. head of music 
at BBC Worldwide, who is 
overseeing the project, said: 
"Gradually the record compa- 
nies and artists are discovering 
that there is a certain cachet 
about BBC sessions.” 

I visited the basement con- 
taining the BBC archives this 
week and saw shelf upon shelf 


of tapes containing sessions 
from names such as Pink Floyd, 
the Who. Jimi Hendrix, Queen, 
Elton John, Genesis, Cream, 
and - presumably spelled by a 
BBC employee who was not a 
music fan - a group called the 
“Beetles". 

I listened to Pink Floyd 
recordings from 1971 that sent 
a shiver down the spine: three 
completely different and mes- 
merising versions of their clas- 
sic track “Echoes”, and an 
alternative and richer version of 
their 1970 album Atom Heart 
Mother. 

A compilation of Pink Floyd 
BBC sessions possibly holds 
die most exciting potential. The 
band was at its peak, just before 
the release of Dark Side Of the 
Moon, its biggest selling al- 
bum, and used the sessions for 
a feast of improvisation. 

These alternate takes and 
the chance to own hitherto un- r 
released tracks are factors that 
will encourage fans to buy BBC 
sessions by groups such as Pink 
Floyd. Another factor is the dif- 
ferent perspective youthful per- 
formances offer on well 
established international acts. 

For example, I shall not eas- 
ily forget hearing a 1 964 session 
by the Rolling Stones this week, 
a soulful rendering of their still 
underrated tune “You’d Better 
Move On" with Keith Richards 
in the background crooning 
doo-wah-doo-wah into the 
microphone, surely the only 
time in his career he has so near- 
ly risked losing all his street credL 

Occasionally, the BBC tapes 
offer endearing moments of 
the primitive in performance 
techniques. Benue Andrews, 
the producer on Saturday Club, 
had to buy a builder's board so 
that he and the programme's 
host Brian Matthew could 
stamp on it as backing for the 
Dave Dark Five thumping out 


their song "Bits And Pieces". 

AN that is stopping BBC 
Worldwide from reaping the re- 
wards of the corporation's 
archives sthe need to get agree- 
ment in from the relevant band 
and its record company. Some 
groups, such as Pink Floyd, are 
still active and may have plans 
to release new work. But it is un- 
likely that any potential objec- 
tions would survive the 
bands listening again to the 
quality of the work that they will 

not have heard for two decades 
or more. 

Leslie Golding, business de- 
velopment manager at BBC 
Worldwide Music, has been 
scouring the archives for both 
rock and classical sessions, as 
classical sessions are also being 
released. He describes some of 
the rock sessions as “astonish- 
ing” and almost all of record- 
ing studio quality. 
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Vintage sessions by Pink Floyd (above) and the Who have been unearthed in the BBC Archives 


Photograph: London Features International 
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BBC’s cheapest 
ever comedy 


With jaw-dropping candour 
the producer of an experi- 
mental new BBC comedy 
series has admitted that the 
“potential for the show to be 
terrible is great." 

He was talking about 
Comedy Nation , a weird pro- 
gramme shot on hand-held 
videos that is a cross be- 
tween BBC 2’s public access 
slot Video Nation and a tra- 
ditional sketch show. If it is 
terrible it will be fortunate be- 
cause it is likely to be the 
cheapest comedy show ever 
broadcast by the BBC. 

Comedy Nation will air at 
midnight on Friday for half 
an hour for 13 weeks. It cost 
just £29,000 per episode to 
produce, compared with 
more than £200,000 per 
episode for shows like The 
Fast Show. 

“In exchange for having 
no money the executives 
have said we can have carte 
blanche says co-producer 
Phil Clarke. “We don't have 
to go upstairs and ask per- 
mission for anything. At that 
time of night we can be rude 


if we want and we can get 
things on TV that wouldn’t 
normally make it” 

The writers and perform- 
ers of the show come from all 
parts of the comedy world. 
The only criteria being they 
have do something different 
and they have to work for the 
Equity minimum. 

There will be 30 sketches 
per show crammed into the 
half hour with as many writ- 
ers and performers con- 
tributing as possible. “People 
will look at them and wonder 
what the hell we are doing. 
Some of it is veiy odd," Mr 
Clarke said. 

The idea behind the show 
is for the BBC to trawl the 
massive reservoir of comedy 
writing talent in Britain to see 
what new stars it can come up 
with. “There is every reason 
why it could be very good, giv- 
en its budget,” said Mr 
Clarke. “But the potential to 
be terrible is great. But un- 
less it was this cheap we 
wouldn't get to do iL” 

— Paul McCann 
Media Correspondent 


DAILY P OEM 

Taken Awares 

By Jamie McKsndrick 

! fall into every trap 

they set for me - 

mantrap, mousetrap, birdlime. 

Every time 

/ take the bail - 

the worm, the cheese, whateivr. 

I pluck the wire 
\ that shifts the lever 
that springs the teeth. - 

Then, in the calm before death, 

I flatter myself 

I’d seen it all a mile off. 

f even manage a small laugh. 

Our Daily Poems until Monday 19 January (when the winner 
will be announced) come from the 10 volumes shortlisted for 
the 1997 TS Eliot Prize, presented by the Poetry Book Soci- 
ety. All the authors will take part ini a reading on SundaylS 
January at 730pm in the Almeida Theafr^ London Nl^x 
office: 0171-359 4404). This poem comes from The Marble Fh 
(OUR £6-99). €> Jamie McKendnck. 
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SIT BACK AND ENJOY THE SAFETY OF ABS 
DRIVER AND PASSENGER AIRBAGS, 

SIDE AIRBAGS AND SIDE IMPACT BEAMS 
WITH THE NEW TOYOTA AVENSIS. 
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THE CAR IN FRONT IS A ©TOYOTA 
TELEPHONE 0S00 777 555 www.avensis.co.uk 


THE NEW TOYOTA AVENSIS FROM £13,845 TO £20.635 ON THE ROAD. 
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Khatami launches TV diplomacy with America 


In a much-heralded 
broadcast on 
international television, 
the Iranian President, 
Mohammad Khatami, 
last night sought to end 
nearly two decades of 
hostility with the United 
States and move 
towards more normal 
relations. Mary Dejevsky 
reports on the 
background to the 
broadcast and the 
message it conveyed. 



This two-part broadcast on the 
Cable News Network {CNN) 
was without precedent. The 
elected leader of one of the 
most conservative regimes in the 
world had decided to bypass 
conventional channels of diplo- 
macy and use the 20th century 
medium of communications to 
appeal direct to the American 
public. 

In a format that suggested 
long negotiations and elements 
of compromise, the Iranian 
President gave a short, unedit- 
ed. address and then answered 
questions from CNN" s senior in- 
ternational correspondent. 
Christians Amanpour. That Mr 
Khatami agreed to be inter- 
viewed by a woman correspon- 
dent - albeit one with her hair 
decorously covered - also sent 
a message, to America and 
Iran, that the hints of relative 
liberalism detected in his elec- 
tion programme {and believed 
to haw brought him victory) was 
for real. 

Yesterday's broadcast came 
three weeks after Mr Khatami 
had first intimated publicly at an 
opening towards the US. Speak- 
ing at the conference of Islamic 
countries in Tehran last month, 
he suggested a “thoughtful di- 
alogue” between Iran and “the 
great people and nation of 
America". 

That conference was some- 
thing of a diplomatic coup for 
Iran: it attracted a big turn-out 
of Islamic leaders, completely 
eclipsing a US-backed trade 
conference the previous week 


that had been seen as a counter- 
weigh L The confirmation of 
Inn's growing regional influ- 
ence may have encouraged Mr 
Khatami (o risk his olive branch 
to the US. 

If he had been hoping for a 
positive response from Wash- 
ington, at least in public, he may 
have been disappointed. The 
State Department called for 
“deeds, not words" and said that 
Iran would be judged by its ac- 
tions. Since then it has drawn 
attention to reports of sales of 
Russian missile technology to 
Iran. And yesterday, on the 
morning of Mr Khatami's 
broadcast, representatives of 
the Iranian opposition in exile 
in the US published what they 
said was new evidence about an 
Iranian missile programme. 

Relations between Iran and 
the US have been hostile, vary- 
ing from warlike to fractious, 
ever since the 1 979 Islamic rev- 
olution which ousted the Shah 
and brought the ayatollahs to 
power. The 444-day siege of the 
US embassy, in which 52 US 
diplomats were held hostage, was 
a heroic chapter for Iran's rev- 
olution. For Washington, it was 
a national humiliadon that ar- 
guably cost Jimmy Carter, the 
last Democrat president before 
Bill Clinton, a second term. 

While House officials and 
advisers, whose views diverge 
about the prospects for immi- 
nent change in Iran and the 
strength of President Khatami’s 
influence vis-a-vis the more 
conservative ayatollahs, are re- 
ported to have been locked in 
debate about how to proceed. 
Washington is concerned not to 
be trapped into boosting Iran's 


Modern media: Mohammad Khatami used the CNN interview to hint at his liberalism 


Photograph: Reuters 


international prestige without 
gaining something in return. 

The signals coming from 
Iran have also been mixed, 
with the country's supreme 
leader. Ayatollah Ali Khomeini, 
and other senior ayatollahs 
denying any desire for rap- 
prochement with the US. and 


newspaper reports of scant pop- 
ular support for mending fences 
with the “Great Satan". 

Washington has. nonethe- 
less, compelling reasons to be 
interested in better relations 
with Iran. Moving away from 
outright hostility towards 
Tehran could give the US an- 


other avenue for exerting pres- 
sure on Iraq and containing the 
Taliban leadership of 
Afghanistan. 

Iran could be co-opted to 
play a positive role in support- 
ing Bosnia’s Muslims, so bal- 
ancing Serbian influence. 
Improved relations also offer 


the US the chance of a gracious 
retreat from the Helms-Burton 
legislation as it applies to Iran. 
At present, third countries that 
trade with Iran are threatened 
with US sanctions, but the law 
has riled the Europeans, espe- 
cially France, and has dam- 
aged US diplomacy. 
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HIGH INTEREST RATES COULD 
RAISE YOUR TEMPERATURE. 
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HERE'S THE REMEDY. 


The Diamond Card from Alliance & 
Leicester. Its new. Its effective. And it 
contains two unique new Ingredients which 
are a prescription to save money’. 

First, if you regularly pay interest on 
your credit cards you can immediately 
relieve symptoms by calling our Quick 

Quote Line and finding out on the spot 
how much you could save with a low interest 
rate from just 8.9% APR on transferred 
balances. And then - once you're accepted 
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Caspian oil 
soothes troubled 
waters for West 


Iran's gradual reopening to 
the world eomes al a lime 
when Tehran is increasingly on 
the minds of Western policy- 
makers. 

Iran is assuming an increas- 
ingly central role in the Caspi- 
an region, and given its huge 
energy resources, that has big 
implications for America. Eu- 
rope and Russia. New oil and 
gas links between the Caspian 
nations and Iran are beginning 
to take shape, despite United 
Stales opposition. 

Neighbouring Turk- 
menistan recently opened a 
modest but important pipeline 
for transporting gas from the 
Turkmen Korpcdzhe field to 
the Iranian town of Kurd Kuy. 
This signals a big shift in 
regional politics. 

For the first lime Moscow's 
former Central Asian colonies 
are bypassing Russia when ex- 
porting energy products, w hile 
America turns a blind eye. 
Washington has decided that an 
agreement to transport gas via 
Iran to Turkey does not violate 
a 199b sanctions act. and it has 
become dear that the Caspian 
nations with tbeir unlimited 
resources are not going to aban- 
don the Iranian option. 

Given the ethnic conflicts 
and complicated regional 
politics which dominate the 
Caspian region, Iran has natu- 
rally emerged as the most reli- 
able country for pumping out 
the area's vast oil and gas re- 
sources. 

One consequence of Iran’s 
active role in the region will be 
the Central Asian republics' 
ability to pursue policies inde- 
pendent of Russia. At present 
Transneft and Gazprom, Rus- 
sia's oil pipeline monopoly and 
gas monopoly respectively, have 
almost total control of the trans- 
portation of resources from 
the region. 

It is impossible for the Cen- 
tral Asian republics to make se- 
rious profits as long as they are 
effectively dominated by Ru&* 


sia. Since Iasi March, Turk- 
menistan has refused lo trans- 
port gas to Russia, Ukraine 
and some other former Soviet 
republics because of a dispute 
over gas prices, accumulated 
debt and transit fees. 

The three proposed routes 
for transportation of Caspian 
oil backed by the West ali 
avoid Iran. But they are by no 
means trouble free. All three 
pass through complicated Cau- 
casian geography and territo- 
ry which is dogged by ethnic 
disputes. 

Of biggest concern to oil ex- 
ecutives is. however, the danger 
of sabotage. For although the 
region is relatively quiet at the 
moment, the countries' fragile 
democracies mean they cannot 
make any firm promises. 

The US had hoped that, 
following the collapse of the So- 
viet Union, Nalo ally Turkey 
would play a major role in (he 
Turkic countries of Central 
Asia. At the same time, Turkey 
dreamt of stretching a Turkic 
belt from the Adriatic to the 
Great Wall of China. However, 
both plans failed. 

In contrast, Iran has played 
a steady game of pragmatic 
diplomacy: it has dropped its 
emphasis on Islamic funda- 
mentalism and opted for more 
traditional Iranian foreign and 
trade policy; throughout the 
conflict between Shia Muslim 
Azeris and Christian Armenians 
Iran has maintained a strong re- 
lationship with Armenia and is 
smoothing its relationship with 
Azerbaijan by signing a trade 
and economic cooperation 
agreement; and it has adopted 
a neutral position between Is- 
lamist guerrillas and ex-com- 
munist rulers in Persian- 
speaking Tajikistan. 

It has also signed agree- 
ments of mutual cooperation in 
economic, trade and other ar- 
eas with most of the republics 
of Central Asia and the Cau- 


casus. 


•— Gayane Afrikian 





facts and 
figures 


The Islamic Republic 

of Iran: 


Population: 56 million 


Land area: 634,000 sq 
miles (UK: 95,000 sq 
miles) 


Capital: Tehran 

population! 6 million 


Per capita GDP: £1,050. 
In the UK: £0.500 


Main exports: OiL Iran 
produces 5,3 per cent of 
the world’s oil. Also 
exports gas, petro- 
chemicals, steel and 
copper 


Main imports: 
Technological products, 
industrial equipment. 


Government Supreme 
Leader is Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, a religious 
leader with wide powers 
of patronage, and 
legitimacy built In to the 
constrcudon. President 
Mohammed Khatami, 
elected 1997 is a “mild 
reformer”. 


Religion: 99 per cent 
Muslim. (93 per cent Shia. 
6 per cent Sunni) 


Official language: Farsi 


Life expectancy: 65 male, 
66 female 


Literacy. 54 per cent 

— Gdon Freeman 
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Afrikaners champion Botha’s cause of silence 


Former South African 
president, P W Botha, is 
to be prosecuted for 
defying a subpoena to 
appear before the Truth 
and Reconciliation 
Commission. Mary Braid 
reports from 
Johannesburg 


Prosecutors announced yester- 
day that Mr Botha, 82, must ap- 
pear in court later this month 
for failing to attend a hearing 
of the TRC, the body set up to 
expose the atrocities of the 
apartheid era. Mr Botha has 
condemned the TRC as a “cir- 
cus” and a “witchhunt” against 
Afrikaners. 

TRC chairman Arhcbishop 
Desmond Tutu has bent over 
backwards in recent months to 
avoid the martyring of Mr 


Botha, who, despite his recent 
engagement to a woman half his 
age, is reported by his lawyers 
to be in ill health. But all at- 
tempts to get the former pres- 
ident to cooperate with the 
TRC have failed. 


which imposed a brutal state of 
emergency in which thousands 
of blacks (fied in dashes with the 
security forces. 

The commission also wants 
to question Mr Botha about otb~ 


yesterday that the decision to 
prosecute Mr Botha, who faces 
a substantial fine or two years 
in prim had not been easy, giv- 
en his age and health. But he 
said that the law, as wdl as the 
public interest, demanded a 
prosecution. 

Yesterday Tim chi Plessis, as- 
sistant editor of the liberal 
Afrikaner Beeld newspaper, 
said that the TRC had no choke 
but to press charges, particularly 
after its nine-day public bear- 


ing into murder allegations 
against 'Winnie Madikizela- 
Mandda. The commission had 
to maintain a political balance. 

Mr du Piessis said many 
Afrikaners did regard the TRC 
as a witchhunt but it remained 

to be seen how orach support Mr 
Botha would get Mr Botha be- 
came estranged from the Na- 

tkmal Party after be was ousted 
from power by FWdefQeTk, the 

country's last white president 
Mr Botha believes Mr de 


Klerk, who ended apartheid 
and began die inevitable jour- 
ney to Hack majority rule, sold 
out the Afrikaner. Yesterday, die 
NP response was measured. A 
spokesman said that Mr Kahn 
had no choice but to prosecute 
tut added that the TRC should 
not have forced the issue. The 
far right-wing Conservative par- 
ty said it would support Mr 
Botha and that Mr Kahn’s de- 
cision was designed to humili- 
ate the Afrikaner nation. 



PW Botha: Defiant 


There are fears Mr Botha 
may become a focus for white 
discontent with the new politi- 
cal dispensation. Mr Botha has 
refused to testify on the work of 
the state security council which 
he chaired in die late 1980s and 


er apartheid-era abuses in- 
cluding border raids into 
neighbouring countries, the 
state's chemical warfare pro- 
gramme and the murder , of 
black activists. - % 

Frank Khan, attorney gen- 
eral of the Western Cape, said 


land plan 
attacked 


Britain said yesterday that it could not sup- 
port a programme by President Robert Mu- 
gabe’s government to seize some 1.500 
white-owned forms and warned that the 
takeovers would harm Zimbabwe’s in- 
ternational credibility. 

The Foreign Office minister Tony Lloyd 
said the programme foiled to meet condi- 
tions that would allow Britain to contribute 
aid towards the resettlement or landless 
blacks on seized properties. He said Britain 
was also dismayed that some land already 
acquired by the state for resettlement lay 
idle loi's after it was vacated by owners. 

Mr Lloyd said that Britain viewed 
seizures scheduled to start this year as breach- 
ing ownership rights, and they were unlikely 
to benefit the poor and were not being car- 
ried out transparently. He said one aim of 
his two-day visa was to show “there’s no am- 
biguity in Britain’s position” onlandseizures. 

Last November. Mr Mu&ibe’s govern- 
ment released a fist of mostly white-owned 
forms targeted for handover to landless peas- 
ants. It gave farmers a month to lodge ap- 
peals. Mr Mugabe said then that Britain, 
Che colonial power before independence in 
J9S0, should be the one to compensate “its 
children”. But Mr Lloyd said yesterday; 
“Britain has no direct obligation in this area.” 

Farming (cadets have predicted a 40 per 
cent drop in agricultural production if the 
takeovers begin after the harvesting ends 
in .August. The government has said it will 
pay only for buildings and improvements 
on farms, not the land, arguing land was 
seized from peasants by white settlers. 

About 4,000 while formers awn one -third 
of Zimbabwe's land, with S million peas- 
ants living on another third. 

— AP, Harare 



Mystery deaths: Fishing investigators measuring one of more than M0 dolphins* bodies found on Venezuela^ La Tortuga Island in the Caribbean. Navy officials said 
the cause of death was not known, but could be mass suicide, being stranded on die beach after chasing tuna or seaweed poisoning Photograph: Reuters 


Rwanda 
rebels on 
rampage 

Hutu rebels killed at least 12 
Rwandans and abducted 14 
others, including alleged Hutu 
informers, a military official 
said yesterday. 

Tbe rebels tolled minority 
Ibtsis as well as Hutus they ac- 
cused of collaborating with the 
Tbtsi-led government in pre- 
dawn attacks on Tuesday, said 
Colonel Karenze Karake, 
deputy commander for the re- 
gion. 

All 14 of those abducted 
from the neighbouring vil- 
lages of Ngororero and Nyak- 
abanda, 40 kilometres (25 
miles) west of Kigali, were 
Hutus, he said. 

Rebels left a note saying they 
were abducting one man be- 
cause he had co-operated with 
the government. 

The army did not know what 
had happened to the missing 
people. 

On Monday, rebels attacked 
KibOfra and Muhoruxo, 50 kilo- 
metres (30 miles) west of Kigali, 
killing an unknown number of 
civilians and looting shops. Col 
Karenze said. 

The rebels include mem- 
bers of Rwanda’s defeated mili- 
tia and army, which slaughtered 
more than 500,000 people, 
mostly Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus. in 1994. 

The genocide was stopped by 
Tutsi rebels, who now control 
the central African country. 

AP. Kigali 


Netanyahu under pressure 
to decide on withdrawal 


The US peace envoy, 
Dennis Ross, meets 
Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders this week. At 
issue is how much 
pressure he will put on 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
over Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank. 
Patrick Cockbvm m 
Jerusalem reports on 
how American demands 
are threatening to tear 
Israel’S ruling coalition 
apart. 

Dennis Ross, the American 
peace envoy, is not a man with 
a reputation for putting pressure 
on Israel. In the past Yasser 
Arafat and other Palestinian 
leaders have hinted publicly 
that they regard him as litde 
more than an Israeli agent 
But his present visit is criti- 
cal for the survival of the Israeli 
government. Mr Netanyahu, 


the Prime Minister, who sees 
President Bill Ginton in Wtsh- 
ington on 20 January, cannot 
put off 3 decision on haw far Is- 
rael is going to withdraw on the 
West Bank much longer. If be 
withdraws from at least 10 per 
cent of the West Bank - as he 
has promised - then the far- 
right in the Knesset (parlia- 
ment) will vote against him. If 
he docs not, then he will lose the 
support of the centre right, 
such as the Third Way party. 

Mr Netanyahu has succeed- 
ed in playing for time before. 
But Israeli political commen- 
tators believe that his adminis- 
tration will have difficulty in 
surviving for the rest of the year. 
The resignation of David Levy, 
the foreign minister, at the 
week-end emphasised (hat the 
government is in a permanent 
state of crisis. 

Mr Ross has already held 
talks with Mr Netanyahu who 
presides over a cabinet increas- 
ingly dominated by Ariel Sharon, 
the Infrastructure Minister, who 
advocates a minimal withdraw- 


al an the West Bank Under the 
interim accords of 1995, Israel 
promised to end the occupation 
of most of the "West Bank where 
15 million Palestinians live. 

The American envoy says 
Mr Netanyahu did not give 
him details of the intended Is- 
raeli withdrawal. He then met 
Mr Arafat in Bethlehem who 
told him that Israel had “no 
more excuses" for delaying 
troop withdrawals agreed in 
interim peace deals. “I’m out 
here to work on the process, to 
work with both sides to try to 
find ways to move forward in ad- 
vance of the meetings that will 
take place in Washington,” Mr 
Ross told reporters. 

The last time peace talks 
showed any results was when Is- 
rael withdrew from most of 
the West Bank city of Hebron 
a year ago. With the departure 
of Mr Levy the only senior 
cabinet minister favouring a 
significant withdrawal is 
Yitzhak Mordechai, the De- 
fence Minister, but be is in- 
creasingly isolated. 


Military manoeuvres anger Arab world 


Israeli and Turkish warships 
together with a United States 
destroyer conducted naval ma- 
noeuvres in the east Mediter- 
ranean yesterday, sparking 
denunciations in (he Arab 
world of Ibe new military al- 
liance between Israel and 
Turkey. 

The 12-hour-long exercise, 
called “Reliant Mermaid” took 
place off the Israeli port of 
Haifa. Five vessels - the Israeli 
missile boats Lohav and Nica- 
horu the Thrkish frigates Kzvuz 
and Zafer and the USS John 
Rodgers - carried out a simu- 
lated scarch-and-rescuc exercise 
looking for survivors of a sup- 
posedly' sunken fishing vessel 

The operation underlines 


the strength of the militoiy link 
between Israel and Tiirkey, the 
two strongest military powers in 
the Middle East, which has de- 
veloped since they signed a 
military agreement in 1996. 
Yitzhak Mordechai. the Israeli 
defence minister, agreed yes- 
terday that there was a securi- 
ty aspect to the manoeuvres, the 
find of their kind between Israel 
and Turkey. 

“(They] arc not against any 
other country. It’s only to he 
able to coordinate and to have 
exercises together.” he said. 

Under the 1996 agreement 
Israeli aircraft can carry out ex- 
ercises in Turkish airspace. Is- 
rael has also signed contracts 
worth $700m f£440m) to up- 


grade Turkish airforce F-4 
Phantoms and F-5s. 

Syria, sandwiched between 
Turkey and Israel, feels threat- 
ened by the new alliance, as do 
Iran, Iraq and Greece. Turkey’s 
other neighbours. Turkish 
troops have repeatedly entered 
northern Iran in pursuit of Kur- 
dish guerrillas. 

Egypt believes that its value 
to the US as a strategic ally is 
being reduced. An alliance with 
Turkey may also make it easier 
for Israel to freeze the Oslo ac- 
cords with the Palestinians and 
foce a renewed cold war with the 
Arab world. Only Jordan sent 
a military contingent to yester- 
day’s exercise. 

— Patrick Cockbum 


Another 62 reported dead 
in Algeria’s bloodiest month 

Attackers killed 62 civilians and wounded 48 in massacres in 
Algeria's western province of Retizane, Algerian state-run ra- 
dio reported yesterday. The province was the scene of pre- 
vious massacres in which authorities said 78 were killed in 
one night, though other reports said 400 died. Hundreds of 
civilians began fleeing the remote mountainous region after 
a massacre a week ago and the exodus picked up after gun- 
men attacked two villages. Tbe carnage appeared to confirm 
the fear of most Algerians that the month of R amadan has 
become the bloodiest period for civilian deaths in the coun- 
try’s six-year-old strife. Reuters, Alperc 

New chapter in drug war 

The business editor of the Miami Herald, unwrapping two car- 
tons labelled “books” found 53/b of what appeared to be co- 
caine. and 8oz of suspected heroin. The package, mailed in 
the Colombian capital, Bogota, was worth Sim (£600, 000m). 
Customs and FBI agents, who had been monitoring the pack- 
age, confiscated the drugs. They questioned the Herald edi- 
tor but said she was not considered a suspect The package 
had been addressed to tbe business section of the newspa- 
per. with no name. Phil Davison, Miami 

Moi’s ’rigged’ poll deplored 

The Kenyan opposition leader Mwai KibaJd, runner-up to Pres- 
ident Daniel arap Moi in last week’s elections, said his De- 
mocratic Party would sit in parliament but continue to reject 
tbe results of what he called a rigged election. “Ws cannot | 
boycott parliament because that would be giving Moi a free 
hand in forming the laws,” he told a rally. “We will carry on 
tbe fight for the people in parliament” Mr Ribald's party won 
39 seats, coming second to Mr MoPs Kenya African National 
Union, which won 108. Reuters, Nairobi 

Russians reclaim Christmas 

Russians yesterday celebrated tbe birth of Christ with church 
services and a children’s festival, reclaiming a holiday sup- 
pressed under Communism. “Happiness, prosperity, peace 
and jay” proclaimed the Orthodox Patriarch, AJexy iL out- 
side Moscow’s rebuilt Cathedral of Christ the Saviour. Rus- 
sians schedule their religious observances according to the 
old Julian calendar. Christmas was banned by tbe Bolsheviks 
and restored after tbe foil of the Soviet Union. AP, Masco* 

Montserrat correction 

In the story published on 22 December 1997 headed 
“Montserrat fears Britain's hidden agenda", by Phil Davison, 
the comments attributed to local businessman John Wilson 
were in fact made by local Montserratian writer Cbeddy 
Browne. The Independent regrets the error, which occurred 
in the editing process. 


jury indecision is lifeline for 
Oklahoma bomb plotter 


The judge in the Oklahoma CSty 
bombing trial said yesterday 
that he would decide the sen- 
tence on the convicted con- 
spirator Terry Nichols after the 
jury in the case could not reach 
a decision despite two days of 
deliberations. 

Federal judge Richard 
Matsch said in court that the 
jury had told him it oouid not 
reach a unanimous decision on 
Nichols’ intentions. 

The jury convicted Nichols 
last month of conspiracy and in- 
voluntary manslaugh ter in the 
April 19. 1995 attack that killed 
168 people. 

TTte jury's failure to reach a 
unanimous decision effectively 
spared Nichols the death penal- 
ty handed to his co-coaspirator, 
Timothy McVfeigb, last June. 
Unlike the jury. Judge Matsch 
does not have the power to im- 
pose a death sentence. 

He said he would not set a 
date lor a sentencing bearing 
until he had heard submissions 
from both the defence and 
prosecution lawyers, which be 



Nichols; Unlikely to be 
condemned to death 


told them to make by 9 Febru- 
ary. Judge Matsch can imprison 

Nichols for life or choose a 
shorter sentence. 

Jurors, clearly strained by 
their task - two of them cried 
in court on Ibesday, including 
the forewoman - told the judge 
at the end of the day that they 


could not reach a decision. He 
did not announce this until 
court opened yesterday. 

Judge Matsch told the jurors 
that they had done their job. “1 
do not want you to feel that you 
have in any way foiled to meet 
your responsibility,” be said. 

A bank clerk on the jury 
cried and others looked de- 
jected. 

Nichols sat expressionless, 
but after tbe jury left the room 
be smiled and hugged one of his 
lawyers. Another lawyer patted 
him on the back. 

“I guess that’s what we 
hoped and prayed for,” said 
Nichols’ sister, Suzanne Mc- 
DonnelL 

McVeigh was convicted of all 
charges in the bombing of a fed- 
eral office building in Oklahoma 
City, an attack that shinned 
America. 

But Nichols was acquitted of 
murder and of carrying out 
the attack. He faced the death 
penalty only for the conspiracy 
charge. 

Reuters. Denver 


No gays please - we’re Cayman Islanders 


The Caymans are not for gay 
men. That could be the motto 
of the popular Caribbean resort 
islands after they turned away 
a cruise liner chartered by 900 
mostfy-American gays. Gay and 
civil rights groups are outraged. 

The Norwegian Crnise 
line’s “love boar, The Lee- 
ward, bad requested a routine 
seven-hour stopover in the Cay- 
mans on a one-week holiday 
cruise out of Miami starting at 
tbe end of this month. 

On hearing that tbe cruise 
was an all-gay package, the is- 
land’s tourism minister, Thomas 
Jefferson, apparently unswayed 
by his famous namesake’s ef- 
forts towards life. liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness, wrote to 


the cruise company last month: 
“careful research and prior ex- 
perience has led us to conclude 
that we cannot count on this 
group to uphold the standards 
of appropriate behaviour ex- 
pected of visit ore to the Cayman 
Hands. So we regrettably can- 
not offer our hospitality.” 

The Leeward will head in- 
stead for tbe former British 
colony of Belize to allow its pas- 
sengers to stop over for shop- 
ping and snorkelling. 

Gay travel agencies in the 
US, which estimate worldwide 
gay business at around £600m a 
year, said they would consider 
a boycott of the Caymans. “It’s 
appalling. 1 can't believe a coun- 
try whose economy is based on 


tourism would tell an entire das 
of people they’re not welcome,” 
said David Smith of the Human 
Rights Campaign, a leading gay 
rights organisation. “It's not 
only economically foolish. It's 
morally wrong. Wre exploring 
further action.” 

Atlantis Events Inc., of Cal- 
ifornia, which chartered the 
Leeward, said it would fox de- 
tails of the Caymans’ decision 
to 4.500 travel agents in its data- 
base. “I find it astonishing that 
in 1998 you could elicit such a 
strong response to WO well- 
heeled men who want to stop 
for seven hours of diving and 
shopping,” said Atlantis presi- 
dent Rich CampbelL 

— PMI Dawson. Miami 
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LA gardeners go on 
hunger strike over 
right to make a din 


A ban on pet rot-powered 
leaf blowers has 
provoked a culture dash 
in a city where lawns are 
manicured as carefully as 
hair. 77m Cornwell reports 
from Los Angeles on 
how a neighbourhood 

row has taken on the 
character of a human 
rights struggle. 

Thu Latino gardeners who 
keep Los Angelos green and 
tidy yesterday vowed to con- 
tinue their hunger strike out- 
side the City Hall where a small 
lent city sprang up last Friday. 
The issue: a council ban on leaf 
blowers, enacted at the behest 
of wealthy home-owners and 
Hollywood stars. 

The sight of a Hispanic man 
with an engine strapped to his 
back and a giant nozzle in his 
hand, propelling leaves along the 
grass or pavement in a noisy 
cloud of dirt and smoke, has long 
been a fixture in the better-off 
areas of LA. It is a symbol of a 
city not only addicted to the in- 
ternal combustion engine, but 
where immigrants from Latin 


America too often appear as sec- 
ond'd ass citizens, relegated to 
the jobs of maids, gardeners, and 
parking attendants. 

Exactly how much pollution 
the leaf blowers add lo LA's 
smog, compared with the en- 
gines of its giant cars, has nev- 
er been calculated. It is the 
buzz-saw noise that has most in- 
furiated the likes of Peter 
Graves, the A fission Impossible 
actor, and his wife. Joan. 
“We're all victims of this ma- 
chine," he told the council. 

The leaf blowers do indeed 
seem noisy and dirty. But the 
gardeners say that if they are 
limited to time-consuming 
brush or rake, they cannot 
make enough to live on by 
clearing lawns or drives on 
commission, sometimes as 
many as a dozen a day. 

“We have a group of work- 
ing people, and this is their ba- 
sic tool that they use every day 
and we're saying you can’t use 
it,” council member Mike Her- 
nandez, who represents the 
heavily Hispanic east LA, told 
a packed chamber. 

The new law bans the use of 
petrol -powered leaf blowers 
within 500 feet of residential ar- 
eas, at risk of fees and fines of 


$270 (£170) for gardeners and 
those who hire them. Neigh- 
bours can call the police, or 
make a citizen's arrest. Mayor 
Richard Riordan, who sup- 
ports the ban. is expected to sign 
the measure within 10 days. 

A dozen people are now 
camped outside the City Hall, 
however, vowing to consume 
nothing but water and sports 
drinks. “The situation is real- 
ly bad for us. We’re staying un- 
til we have some action," said 
activist Adrian Alvarez, of 
Association of Latin American 
Gardeners. 

Environmentalists, spear- 
headed by Joan Graves and ac- 
tress Julie Newmar - Catwoman 
on the Batman television show 
- have campaigned for a dozen 
years to ouliawThc blowers. Oth- 
er Californian cities, including 
Beverly Hills, have already 
banned them. The law was first 
enacted in mid-1996, but voted 
through again today, by a 9-6 
margin, with amendments that 
removed a threatened six-month 
jail term. A more realistic ob- 
stacle than the gardeners' 
protest may be a threatened law 
suit by the machines' manufac- 
turers, who say it is impossible 
to lower their decibel level. 



Actor Peter Graves: *We are all victims of this machine/ he says, infuriated by the buzz-saw noise of the leaf blowers Photograph: Kobal Collection 
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Dead raise shrine to Garcia 


With the passing in I99S 
of Jerry Garcia, the 
Grateful Dead reached 
the end of its weird and 
wonderful road. But, as 
David Usbome finds out. 
Deadheads may soon 
have a place to go 
worship. Where? In San 
Francisco, of course. 

It is up to the world's Dead- 
heads to ponder what Jerry 
Garcia must be thinking. A 
theme park dedicated to his 
legacy? Is this the way to memo- 
rialise the band that grew from 
Haight-Ashhuiy. ihc seedbed of 
1960s flower power? 

Deadheads, of course, are 
the legions of disciples who for 
three decades ensured that the 
band that named itself the 
Grateful Dead remained one of 
the most popular of concert 


draws of the entire rock music 
industry. And, on balance, they 
must be pleased with the news 
out of San Francisco. 

Surviving members of the 
venerable group have an- 
nounced plans to build a giant 
entertainment and performance 
complex in the city centre ded- 
icated to their music and to the 
late Garcia himself, who died of 
heart trouble in August 1995 af- 
ter a long battle with drugs. 

If all goes well, the centre, 
which will be as large as the sta- 
diums the band used lo perform 
in, will be buill in time for a spe- 
cial opening, with concert, on 
New Year’s Eve 1999. It will be 
named “Terrapin Station", in 
honour of one of the group’s al- 
bums, released in 1977. 

The entrance hall of which 
will resemble a stadium car- 
park, designed to recapture the 
atmosphere at the parking lots 
at Dead concerts, where fans 
used to gather to trade crafts. 


foods and their special brand of 
wisdom before going inside. 

Provisional drawings call for 
restaurants, shops and possibly 
even a Grateful Dead hotel and 
apartment complex. There will 
also be two theatres, one called 
the Jerry Garcia Theatre, and 
another, the Wheel, a multi- 
media dance hall with holo- 
grams of the man himself. 

Any comparisoas with Mick- 
ey Mouse are not welcome, 
however. “This is not a theme 
park." group manager Cameron 
Sears said. 

Hopes are high that 12 mil- 
lion Deadheads will visit the 
new shrine every year. Band 
members have piedged S3 Jm 
(£2.1m) to construction costs 
which arc expected to reach 
around S60m. Of that, $1.5m 
will come from sales last year of 
a CD box-set of of a 1990 live 
performance. Slock will be of- 
fered, meanwhile, to other in- 
terested investors. 
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French in a fizz over wine 
from Swiss Champagne 


** r ' ae weims, in the champagne region of France, which guards the champagne name Photograph: Patrick 


Champagne is a small village in 
Switzerland (population 700), 
whose name has been its for- 
tune. It may soon become its 
misfortune. 

Following complaints by 
French wine producers, ihe 
village has been ordered to 
cease labelling its wine - which 
is white but non-bubbly - as 
“■wine from Champagne." The 
French fraud squad seized 
34300 bottles of the Swiss cham- 
pagne, actually a kind of Pinot, 
from French supermarkets over 
the Christmas period. 

The affair threatens to be- 
come a source of friction be- 
tween Switzerland and the 
European Union, which has 
taken France’s side in the case. 

Villagers point out that their 
commune has been called 
Champagne for 1,143 years. 
Besides, they say. they are not 
r trying to pass off their wine as 


“champagne". The bottles, 
which do not resemble cham- 
pagne bottles, are labelled wine 
from the “commune vaudoise 
de Champagne" or “wine from 
the vaudoise bank of lake 
Neuchatel. Champagne ap- 
pellation d'origine". 

The French producers, 
backed by Paris and Brussels, 
argue that this is a deliberate at- 
tempt to cash in on the celebrity 
of the champagne name. The 
mayor of Champagne. Albert 
Banderet. says this is bullying 
and unfair. 

“We have no problem with 
making it as clear as possible 
that our produce is Swiss, but 
wc will not give up the right to 
use the name of our com- 
mune, which goes back lu the 
year S55." 

.After a long wrangle, a deal 
was reached in 1991 between 
France and Switzerland, al- 


lowing the local biscuit-makers 
to use the word. But cham- 
pagne producers have fought 
battles all around the world to 
protect the sanctity of the 
brand-name of their wine. 

Swiss officials were forced to 
concede the point last year dur- 
ing tricky negotiations in Brus- 
sels on a range of EU-Swiss 
farm trade issues. A draft 
agreement, still not formally 
ratified by Switzerland, recog- 
nises the sole right of the 
French region la market wine 
called champagne or to use the 
word champagne as an “ap- 
pellation d'origine". 

The deal is being disputed by 
Swiss politicians. A local MP. 
Martial Girod. asked: “Musi we 
one day abolish the name of 
one of our villages just to help 
negotiations between Switzer- 
land and the EU?" 

— John Lichfield. Paris 


Militant dole 
protests 
alarm Jospin 


Protests against 
unemployment are 
gaining strength in 
France and alarming the 
government. John Lichfiekl 
in Paris reports on the 
growing politicisation of 
an underclass of 3 million. 


The French government sought 
yesterday, with a bizarre mixture 
of praise and cash, to head off 
a rapidly spreading revolt by the 
long-term unemployed. Peace- 
ful demonstrations in Paris and 
a score of provincial towns 
added to the pressure from a 
rolling programme of sit-ins at 
dole offices around the country. 

Reversing her earlier con- 
demnation of the protests, the 
employment minister Marline 
Aubty praised the demonstrators’ 
“citizenship" and “commit- 
ment". She also promised the 
government would provide more 
public cash to help the semi-pri- 
vate agency which administers 
the dole in France to find extra 
money for “urgent cases". 

The agency, Unedic, jointly 
run by employers and unions, was 
meeting last night to consider the 
details. The Prime Minister, Li- 
onel Jospin, is expected to make 
a further statement today to fry 
to calm a campaign which threat- 
ens the unity of his left-of-cen- 
tre coalition government. 

Up to 5,000 unemployed peo- 
ple and left-wing activists demon- 


strated outside the Unedic head- 
quarters in Paris yesterday af- 
ternoon and then marched on the 
economic ministry. Similar 
demonstrations were held in 
towns all over France. The pro- 
testers. organised by pressure 
groups for the long-term jobless 
and the hard-liners of the Com- 
munist trade unions movement, 
are demanding higher dole and 
an end-of-year bonus of £300. 

Although the numbers in- 
volved are still relatively small, 
the movement has been rapid- 
ly gathering strength in the last 
three week and enjoys consid- 
erable public sympathy. 

The Jospin government has 
been shaken by the protests, 
with green and Communist 
ministers supporting the 
demonstrators and Ms Aubiy 
originally condemning them as 
“illegal". Mr Jospin has, by all 
accounts, persuaded Ms Aubry 
to take a. softer line but also de- 
rided to intervene himself. 

The most alarm ing fe atur e of 
the protests from Mr Jospin's 
point of view is that the newly 
militant unemployed are not de- 
manding work but better bene- 
fits. This runs against his 
government's policy of pro- 
moting growth by keeping down 
public spending while tinkering 
with the length of the working 
week to fry to create more jobs. 

Campaign leaders warned 
last night that they expected 
concrete promises from Mr 
Jospin today or they would “con- 
tinue to extend the movement". 


New fears at 
Chernobyl 

The condition of the shell cov- 
ering Chernobyl’s ruined nu- 
clear reactor worsened over 
1 997, increasing the chances it 
will collapse and release ra- 
dioactive dust, an official said. 

Studies last year showed 
that the roof of the concrele- 
and-steel shelter is in bad shape 
and a collapse is becoming 
■‘more and more" likely, said 
Chernobyl deputy director 
Valentin Kupny. 

The beams holding up the 
roof aro in “catastrophic con- 
dition." said Mr Kupny, who is 
responsible for the sarcophagus 
that was hastily built over the re- 
actor after the 1986 disaster. 

There are 34 metric tons of 
radioactive dust in the structure, 
and that amount increases by 
several tons every year as fuel 
masses break up. 

— AP Kiev 


Feminists claim 
Mermaid's head- 

The beloved statue of the Lit- 
tle Mermaid in Copenhagen 
was decapitated as a protest 
against sexism, a previously un- 
known group said in a statement 
yesterday. 

Danish television stations 
received a statement purport- 
edly from the Radical Feminist 
Faction, claiming responsibili- 
ty for the vandalism of the stat- 
ue on Tuesday. 

“We have sawed off the 
head of the Little Meimaid. 
which is a symbol of hostility to 
women and of men’s sexually 
obsessed dreams in which 
women only are bodies with no 
head." the statement said. 

Niels Abildgaard. of the 
Copenhagen police, said that 
the authorities bad not beard of 
the group but were taking the ( 
claim seriously. 

— AP, Copenhagen 


Germany’s brief concession 

Never pgain will German soldiers be embarrassed by what 
is lurking under their trousers. The defence ministry, in a brief 
statement yesterday, consented to the squaddies age-old de- 
mand. Henceforth, they may wear boxers. Y-fronts or what- 
ever takes their fancy. It was noticed that the regulation issue 
white undershirts and pams never left the barracks. “It turned 
out a lot of soldiers, particularly when they were going out. 

d^Timd them sexy enough,” a minirtty spokesman explained 

Conscripts will now have a choice between the regular u 
™ or DM50 (£17.25) to buy ^ ^ 
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Hong Kong 
ends help to 
boat people 


The Hong Kong 
government will 
announce today that it 
is to end its 19-year-old 
policy of granting a 
port of First asylum to 
Vietnamese boat 
people. Stephen Vines in 
Hong Kong reports 
that this brings to an 
end a controversial 
humanitarian effort 
which has seen almost 
200,000 Vietnamese 
make their way to the 
territory’s shores. 


The decision lo end the first 
asylum policy, taken at a meet- 
ing of Hong Kong's Executive 
Council on Tuesday, came af- 
ter China made it dear that it 
would not tolerate any Viet- 
namese asylum seekers in its 
new territory. 

The move will be popular 
in Hong Kong where there is 
resea rmem over the amount 
of money spent on the Viet- 
namese. There is also resent- 
ment over their right to land 
which contrasts with the plight 
of illegal immigrants from 
the Cliinese mainland who are 
immediately deported. 

Under pressure from 
Britain, Hong Kong reluc- 
tantly took on the burden of 
allowing boat people to land 
in the hope they would be re- 
settled in Lhird countries. 
Neighbouring countries such 
as Singapore and Malaysia 
were pushing the boats back 
out to sea. Many lost their 
lives to pirates or were raped 
and robbed while at sea. 

At the height of the flight 
from Vietnam in 1979, after 
the fail of Saigon, almost 
69.000 boat people landed in 
Hong Kong in a single year. 


Very quickly the government 
ran out of space to bouse the 
asylum seekers. At one stage 
the authorities had to resort 
to taking over an empty fac- 
tory and commandeered the 
raifitaiy airport to accommo- 
date the tens of thousands 
awaiting resettlement. 

The countries, including 
Britain, who promised to give 
new homes to the Vietnamese 
were less than generous in 
granting immigration visas. As 
a result, generations of boat 
people families were bom 
and raised in the grim camps 
where they were treated as 
prisoners, although guilty of 
no crime. 

By 1988, it was decided to 
treat all boat people as illegal 
immigrants unless they could 
prove they qualified for 
refugee status. A tough 
screening policy was intro- 
duced. then in 1989 Che gov- 
ernment embarked on a 
policy of forced deportation. 

From that point on it was 
made increasingly difficult 
for the Vietnamese to obtain 
rciugee status. However the 
outflow could not be capped. 
In 1991 another 20,000 boat 
people landed in Hong Kong. 

Before taking over Hong 
Kong, the Chinese authorities 
told the British government 
that it wanted all the Viet- ' 
namese cleared oul of the for- 
mer colony. Yet 3.364 are 
still here, most living in a 
heavily fortified detention 
centre in a remote area. Al- 
most 400 cannot go back to 
Vietnam as they are ethnic 
Chinese who are not recog- 
nised as citizens by the Viet- 
namese authorities. 

The Hong Kong govern- 
ment claims that all those en- 
tering the territory in recent 
times are economic migrants, 
seeking work in the relatively 
prosperous territory. 



Arrivals: Carabinieri escort 25 Kurdish immigrants who swam the last few metres to Frassanito beach yesterday from a boat bringing them to Italy Photograph: Paolo Coc co/Reuters 

Britain leads action to stem flow of Kurds to Europe 


Alarmed by an “influx” 
of Kurdish refugees, EU 
governments look set to 
endorse a British-led 
crackdown on illegal 
immigrants to prevent 
any more Kurds leaving 
Turkey or Iraq, writes 
Katherine Butler. 


Amid fears that the continent's 
passport-free travel zone could 
be overwhelmed by a flood of 
Kurds from Turkey and Iraq, 
European police chiefs gather 
in Rome today to map oul a se- 
curity strategy. 

Italy, where almost 2,000 
Kurds arrived last week, is ex- 
pected lo come under pressure 
particularly from the Germans, 
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to supply detailed intelligence 
on mafia gangs suspected of 
trafficking in clandestine mi- 
grants, and to Lighten legislation 
which allows potential refugees 
to remain in the country for two 
weeks. 

Police heads from those 
countries most concerned -. 
Italy. Germany. The Nether- 
lands, Belgium, France. Greece 
and Turkey -will attend against 
the backdrop of warnings from 
Italian coastguards that another 
ship carrying Kurdish refugees 
is on the way. 

Under a barrage of criticism 
from its European Union 
neighbours, particularly the 
Germans, who fear they will end 
up bearing the brunt of the lat- 
est influx, Italian leaders were 
forced yesterday io reassure 
Bonn that they would enforce 
border controls and deal with 


asylum applications individual- 
ly, not collectively. 

But while the short term fo- 
cus is on Italian coastal controls, 
the political reaction in EU cap- 
itals yesterday was to lend back- 
ing to a British “action plan” 
which civil liberties groups and 
human-rights organisations are 
likely to view as a threat no 
international legal safeguards 
for those genuinely "fleeing 
persecution. 

Although Britain is not a sig- 
natory of the Schengen ac- 
cord, which was designed to 
allow passport-free travel 
throughout Europe, British 
proposals received strong sup- 
port when national migration 
and n.<wlum experts from all IS 
EU member states met in 
Brussels yesterday to consider 
new measures. 

Passible lines of action which 


could be endorsed by Home Af- 
fairs ministers when they meet 
in Birmingham on 27 January, 
include a plan to issue airlines 
with clear warnings on their 
liability to weed out Turirish 
or Iraqi Kurds travelling to 
the EU. 

Another is urgently to im- 
plement “Eurodac", a contro- 
versial system for.compulsory 
fingerprinting of immigrants 
and asylum seekers. Visa pro- 
cedures would also be coordi- 
nated and tightened while 
airline officials would be given 
(raining to help them spot 
forged documents. 

Member state officials ad- 
mitted last night that the plan 
could raise fears for the safety 
of those who genuinely need in- 
ternational protection, but 
stressed that tire political prob- 
lem facing Europe must be 


tackled urgently. Germany and 
Holland between them already 
house around 25.000 Kurdish 
refugees, experts were told yes- 
terday, and tensions could fol- 
low the admission of another 
wave. 

The refugee question is to be 
reviewed when the European 
Commission meets the British 
EU presidency in London to- 
day, but last night the Com- 
mission was anxious to play 
down the perceived crisis. It was 
important not to “exaggerate” 
the problem posed by the arrival 
of “a few hundred” Kurds, said 
a statement. 

In Belgium, meanwhile, 11 
Kurdish refugees called off a 
hunger strike after receiving 
assurances that they would not 
be expelled until a full investi- 
gation is carried out into their 
cases. 


RICH BOLT 
THE DOORS 


Rich countries are increasingly 
worried chat too many 
refugees will come knocking 
at their doors. Just 10 years 
ago, when the Iron Curtain 
was still in place. Western 
governments could afford to 
be more generous. Those 
fleeing persecution had a 
good chance of being taken 
in - because so few of them 
managed to reach the West 
in the first place. 

Now, the open borders of 
Europe mean things are more 
porous than ever before. Gov- 
ernments are determined to 
took and bolt the doors. 

The arrival of hundreds of 
would-be Kurdish refugees in 
Italy has led to a remarkably 
hardline response from those 
countries that most fear that 
they will be the Kurds* even- 
tual destination. 

Germany has led the cho- 
rus of indignation — and has 
angered refugee organisa- 
tions. Don Flynn, of the Joint 
Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants, believes chat the 
hullabaloo in Germany is un- 
necessary: “There's no evi- 
dence to suggest that Europe 
is facing a refugee crisis. This 
is something which is gener- 
ated out of election year.” He 
insists that the kalian action 
In saying it would consider ap- 
plications from arriving Kurds 
was “entirely unexceptional” 

Mr Rynn was critical too, 
of Britain's contribution to die 
asylum debate. The Home 
Office said yesterday it had 
prepared a “draft action plan” 
for consideration by the EU, 
to deaf with u the serious 
problem of illegal immigration 
and organised crime”. 

— Steve Crawshcrw 
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Taste for a life less ordinary 


Kave Quinn’s sinister and 
memorable film sets are 
in stark contrast with 
the William Morris 
wallpaper and bright 
colours she has chosen 
to decorate her new 
home. But her 
subversive vision is still in 
play, says Non/e Niesewand. 


Kave Quinn's new house in 
north-west Loadon may be in 
a modest Victorian terrace, but 
everything Kave Quinn is doing 
to it looks larger than life. Her 
talent for using colour and pat- 
tern in film-sets including 
Trainspotting, Shallow Grave 
and A Life Less Ordinary, has 
made her one of today’s hottest 
talents in the industry. Hardly 
surprising, then, that in the 
home she is decorating with her 
partner, Aldan, she does every- 
thing celluloid-style. 

The smaller the room, the big- 
ger the scale of the pattern she 
chooses for the walls. And the 
more intense the colour. Hum- 
ble finfe spaces mutate under the- 
atrical h an db locked archival 
wallpaper from Sandersons. 
There are willow fronds on 
steroids designed by William 
Morris in the front parlour, big 
birds crouching among -tulips 
coloured by Vbysey in pink and 
purple and lemon, with match- 
ing woodwork, in their bed- 
room. Colours in these wall- 
papers arc so intense it takes a 
week to print each one - they 
don't come cheap. Labels on the 
paint tins - Silver Sky, Golden 
Aspen, Zephyr Green, Shy Vi- 
olet. Bardot Red, Magnolia Red 
- only hint at the hallucinogenic 
effect she is creating. 

“I especially like comple- 
mentary colours. Blue and or- 
ange. Pink and green. They 
zing.” Kave Quinn takes colour- 
ing in so seriously she visited a 
mortuary to get the right bed- 
room wall colour for the Edin- 
burgh flat in the award-winning 
Shallow Grm e, in which the life 
of three young professionals 
gradually fails apart when find 
their new flatmate dead in bed . 
soon after his arrival. Until 
then the interior of the flat could 
have been an advertisement 
for Ikea. witb pale pine chairs 
around the trestle tables, big 
squashy sofas in red and green 
with contrasting cushions. But 
the power of colour and light 
can change a mood, as Quinn 
well knows. The sickly blue she 
chose to off-set the pallor of 
death in the dead man's room 
hit the screen at the exart mo- 
ment when the film turned 
nasty. Not just the plot but the 
colours thicken as they -shift 
from bright sunlight to sinister 
twilight Shadows lengthen. 

In her awn home, Kave 
Quinn has gone for cosy 
colours, but I doubt that a band 
of Merrie Olde Englanders 
would feel at home there. Be- 
fore you even get to the archival 
wallpapers, the hall with pale vi- 
olet walls, brilliant aquama- 



Kave Quinn, creator of sets for ’Shallow Grave', Trainspotting* and ‘A Life Less Ordinary* (above left, top to bottom), demonstrates her latest look - Arts and Crafts, Nineties style 


Nicoh Kurtz 


rine skirting boards and dark 
green ceramic tiled floor gives 
the gam e away. This isn't Arts 
and Crafts revisited. It glamor- 
ises all that earnest worthiness 
and subverts it. Nineties style. 
I can’t see the Rossettis recit- 
ing poetry in Quinn’s front 
room, papered with a wavy 
mauve and ivory leaf pattern 
from Morris that reflects in 
the mirror she found while 
■ filming in an abandoned home 
for the mentally disabled in Sur- 
rey. Any more than the pre- 
Raphaelites would play the 
spinet under her plastic chan- 
delier. The furniture either 
follows sinuous shapes uphol- 
stered in crimson and lime 


green by Tricia Guild of the 
Designers" Guild, or Mormon 
plain Jane furniture that Quinn 
picked up on location aL Salt 
Lake City while filming A Life 
Less Ordinary. For that film, she 
bad to design Heaven - and ir’s 
all while. Not a touch of mag- 
nolia but a white so dazzling and 
pristine that the camera crew 
had to wear surgical boots and 
gloves to film it. 

Quinn's skill lies in miring 
wildly different aesthetics, draw- 
ing ideas from disparate sources 
and morphing them into design 
statements. So it's not surprising 
she didik es special effects. Rag- 
rolling. scumbling, stencilling 
and all that ‘■picked-over” look 


of paint effects are abhorrent to 
her. So is that completely co-or- 
dinated look of Laura Ashley, 
“the whole thing mixed and 
matched, even to what you wear, 
Just like the Stepford wives.” 

Standing in the glacier blue 
conservatory that she and 
Aidan call a glass-ropped ex- 
tension room - “conservatory is 
too middle class” - she ex- 
plains how she first discovered 
wallpapers in an old shop in 
Paisley, Scotland, while making 
props for Transporting. Chuffcr- 
train Sixties wallpaper in pri- 
mary colours for the boyhood 
room where Ewan McGregor’s 
character. Begbie. suffered cold 
turkey. The difficulty when 


styling Trainspotting was not to 
glamourise heroin addiction - 
or to adopt a documentary 
style, all filth and degradation, 
that would revolt viewers. So 
Quinn tried another angle to 
make it more interesting. She 
used Francis Bacon’s canvass- 
es as an inspiration for the 
film's intense, day-glo pinks 
and oranges, as well as for 
camera angles to get that pe- 
culiar sense of isolation. Dis- 
tance and scale are important 
10 her. She paced out with pro- 
ducer Danny Boyle every set 
and layed chalk marks. They 
often exaggerated room di- 
mensions to gel long shots. 

"Films aren’t remembered 


for their designs,” she says 
modestly. “Bui I like to add an- 
other dimension. not necessar- 
ily beautiful but to make you see 
things differently. Like that red 
bedcover in the blue bedroom 
in Shallow Grave, which was so 
decadent.” 

Decadence as an ideal dates 
back to her days as a punk with 
pink hair, wearing her own de- 
signer doLhes and strutting her 
stuff upTbtteoham Court Road. 
She's very gentle and shy so it 
must have been worn like a war- 
rior's costume. Then she went 
to Central St Martin's College 
of Art and Design and de- 
signed her own textiles and 
collections a year ahead of 


John Galliano. Costume design 
appealed to her but everything 
in the mid -Eighties was frozen 
In period-piece costume dramas 
and she was too creative for 
that. So she went to film school, 
started styling ads and worked 
as an art director and produc- 
tion director on promos, TV 
films and features. With pro- 
ducer Andrew MacDonald - 
whom she met at film school - 
and Danny Boyle as director. 
Shallow Grave, her first major 
film, became an international 
box-office success story. 

Now she wants to design tex- 
tiles again and do some more 
interior work. She had to turn 
down The Full Montv because 


she was on location in the US, 
but she says it was the best film 
of last year. Besides film work, 
she also designed an office for 
a film production company in 
an old warehouse in King's 
Cross and thinks it would be 
good to do more of that. Then 
there's her second child, due at 
the end of Januaiy. and the 
bouse to move into. “The in- 
credible thing about Quinn, 
along with her strong sense of 
colour and space,” says Danny 
Boyle, “is that you know on the 
day that everything will be ab- 
solutely perfect It doesn’t mat- 
ter what J decide to do at the 
last minute. She'D have covered 
the eventuality.” 


Dockers vs Miss Jean Brodie, final round 


Arguments of the choice 
of a site for the new 
Scottish parliament have 
left precious little time 
for the public to have 
their say, writes 
Nonie Niesewand. 


The Scottish Parliament doesn’t 
open until Januaiy 1999 but un- 
less the site is chosen soon 
there won’t be a building for the 
100 to 129 MSPs to debate in. 
There still isn’t a location, let 
alone an architect. The Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland, Don- 
ald Dewar, is expected to 
announce the location this week 
with little public discussion of 
the relative merits of the com- 
peting sites. Time maybe of the 
essence, but so is money. In as- 
sessing the four short-listed 
sites, the Scottish Office has re- 
alised that it underestimated the 
size of building required. So the 
total costs will spiral beyond the 
budgeted £40m to between 
£50tn and £65m. 

In September, after the “y 0 ®- 
yes” vote for Scottish devolu- 
tion, there were two sites under 
consideration. Gallon Hill and 
Leith dockside. Leith, or the 
gateway of Edinburgh as its en- 



thusiastic backers call it, can be 
seen from the Fnth of Forth and 
from Fife, and is bang opposite 
the Scottish Office. But MSPs 
don’t fancy the schlep out to 
docklands and transport there 
would need a big overhaul. 

The popular Calton Hill 
version, by architects Page and 
Page, is close to the city centre, 
Princes Street and the mainline 

railway station. Their design in- 
cludes a natty little debating ro- 
tunda to tie in with the old St 
Andrew's school, which could 
become the offices. 

The trouble started when key 
figure s m the Scottish Office and 
Edinburgh city council became 
locked in conflict over these two 
sites. The Scotsman newspaper 
was dear “The site for Scot- 
land's parliament must be Cal- 
ton 101... not anywhere else.” 
As the argument increasingly 
began to resemble dockers vs 
Miss Jean Brodie, a third pro- 
posed ste at Haymaricet was in- 
troduced. Unlikely to be a 
runner, it would require build- 
ing over railway tunnels. Just be- 
fore Christmas a fourth 
potential site, Holyrood, was en- 
tered when its present occu- 
pants, Scottish and Newcastle 
Breweries, announced they 
would move HQ. This tips it tac- 
tically into ihc lead. 


Whatever site is chosen will 
affect the type of building. You 
can't build Alexander the Greek 
Thompson neo-Classicism on 
tile dockside, anymore than 
Calton Hill will deconstruct. 
John Pdan at the Royal Incor- 
poration of Architects in Scot- 
land illustrates the point when 
he says that he'd vote to get 
Frank Gehiy to build an in- 
credible Parliament in Leith. 

Alas, that isn’t a runner. 
Writing to Donald Dewar on 1 1 
December about the need to ex- 



tend the consultation periods 
over the four sites to make the 
decision-making more democ- 
ratic. the President of RIAti 
George Wren quoted Thomas 
Jefferson: "I know of no sail* de- 
pository of the ultimate p* iwer> 
of Society but the peoples them- 
selves. And if we think them not 
enlightened enough to exercise 
their control with a wholesome 
discretion, the remedy is nut to 
take it from them, but to inform 
their discretion. 

In the calm between Christ- 


mas and New Year, four feasi- 
bility studies of each site went 
on public view for a few days 
each in Edinburgh and Glasgow 
as the pros and cons were as- 
sessed by four firms of archi- 
tects. Expressing the hope thai 
as many people as possible will 
see the exhibition. Donald De- 
war jocularly remarked: “It will 
make a pond hreak from the 
New Year sales.." Lets hope that 
in the rush they don't end up 
with the architectural equivalent 


u( a bargain basement. 
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WHERE 
CHARLOTTE 
WENT WRONG 


The hand Chat rocks Che cradle: how can parents be sure that the seemingly well-adjusted girl they Interviewed turns out to be safe with their child? 


Photograph: John Lawrence 


Nanny on the bottle, parents in the soup 


Charlotte Roberts and her husband 
had always been happy with their 
nannies in the past. Then along 
came Clare. We continue our 
series on the anxieties of the 
Nineties with a story of how 
professionals on top of their 
careers can lose their grip at 
home ... 

Downstairs I can hear the cheerful voices 
of my two youngest with our latest nanny, 
a jolly, caring, helpful and apparently 
straightforward Antipodean, who “lives 
out” and has an active, but not intrusive, 
social life. 

But three months ;igo I had to sack 
Clare, our nanny of almost three years - 
and sacking a long-serving, live-in nanny 
is inevitably a fraught experience. 

Clare was introduced to us by a rep- 
utable, London-based nanny agency. Both 
my husband and I have demanding jobs and 
we needed an experienced, iivc-in nanny 
for our three children, who were then all 
under four. We had already been employing 
nannies for three years. 1 checked Clare's 
references carefully by phone, and all her 
recent employers said she was wonderful 
with children. So she moved into our house 
ami. though painfully shy. settled in quick- 
ly. We talked through a written contract 
for child care duties from 7 30am to 7pm. 
plus baby -sitting two nights a week, and she 
did this with apparent case. Never mind 
that in the first few weeks she had a few 
drunken nights out at the weekends. That 
was none of our business. 

We all muddled along quite happily for 
two years. We even enjoyed the approba- 


tion of having happily kept our nanny for 
so long. But then we rounded into 1997. 

dare had been a nanny for 12 years and 
was dearly fed up with it - she said that 
while she was happy looking after our child- 
ren. she wanted to do more with her life. 
So, having helped her complete a formal 
child care qualification, we discussed what 
other training she might do while working 
for us, and what career she mjgh t move on 
to. I introduced her to a career counsel- 
lor and some other contacts - but she went 
round and round in circles, unable to de- 
cide what to do. Then we noticed that far 
from her planning to move on, we had in 
fact become the focal point of her life. 

Her social life - always scraped together 
in a rather desperate fashion and focused 
on getting drunk- had all but disappeared. 
I found her tipsy and in tears in her room 
one night, saying she felt unloved and un- 
wanted. “Why do people keep letting me 
down, why don't they make the effort to 
go out with me?" 

On reflection, l realised that while the 
local nanny circuit was active for her by day, 
no one seemed (o want to socialise with 
her in their free time. 

Then, one Saturday night, she did 
agree to meet friends in a pub. She came 
downstairs to wait for her taxi, and was 
dearly drunk. She swept my youngest child 
into her arms for a playful cuddle, but then 
lost her footing and dropped her on the 
floor. Apart from shade, my daughter suf- 
fered no injuries, but we were furious. Clare 
was mortified, and only the arrival of her 
taxi brought the incident to an end. 

Another night soon after that. we got 
ready to go out for my husband’s birthday 
and were astonished when Clare appeared 
downstairs ready to baby-sit. We knew the 



sober Clare - quiet, shy, and buried in her 
fringe - and the drunk Care - verbose, 
over-familiar, words slurred and dumsy. 
This was the latter. We went out never- 
theless, felt sick throughout the evening and 
returned early. 

The next afternoon I fook a deep 
breath and expressed my concerns. She was 
mortified, and retreated into the fringe and 
a frozen silence. Eventually she told me that 
she was feeling depressed due to some re- 
cent bad news, as well as her worries about 
her future career. Yes, she would cut down 
the drinking and sort herself out. The next 
day 1 found a “So sorry" card, some 
flowers and, ironically, a bottle of wine. 

But my good intentions backfired. All 
I did with my sympathetic chat was drive 
the drinking underground. She hid bottles 
in her room and regularly tippled at night 
- at weekends, as well as weekdays. When 
she reeled downstairs from her room, we 
were never sure whether we would find her 
just a bit chatty, or incoherent and drop- 
ping the kitchen crockery. 

When is too much, loo much? Her 
drinking was, as far as we knew, only in the 
evenings: we drink wine with dinner, a bot- 
tle between us, quite ofleo. Did wc have 
the right to tell her not to drink at night? 
We had endless discussions, testing our 
views against those of friends and family. 

Wc had no further “serious” baby-sit- 
ting incidents, though we often felt uneasy 
when we went out at night. But then on two 
consecutive nights she baby-sat for friends 


of ours and returned home tipsy. Shortly 
after this we noticed that she was regularly 
helping herself to our wine without asking 
— in what must have been surreptitious 
slurps, even as we sat next door in the 
evenings. We moved the wine from direct 
temptation, but she quiddy tracked it down 
and helped herself. So, with some trepi- 
dation. I had to talk to her again. 

There was more mortification, more 
tears, more sleepless nights - mine and hers. 
During another sympathetic discussion with 
me she promised reform, but she didn’t 
want to call the counselling services I had 
tracked down for her. Another “Sony” card 
appeared, and some more flowers. Wc 
should have acted, but didn’t; I was very 
busy at work, the kids seemed happy -why 
break it all up? 

A few weeks later we went to stay with 
friends at a remote country location, and 
Clare came to help. The secretive and guilty 
night-time drinking came with her. One 
evening she joined us and our friends for 
dinner — something of a precedent, as up 
till then she had always preferred to eat with 
the children. She appeared downstairs 
drunk - she was unsteady on her feet, and 
slurring her words. At dinner she ate like 
a bird and drank like a fish, and became 
loud-mouthed and barely coherent. Some- 
thing in me snapped - that was iL 

■Rvo days later, with my children safety 
away on a trip with a friend, I faced hen 
Tm sorry, it’s over - you have to go.” With 
a massive intake of breath, she raced out 
of the house into the garden, where she ran 
round and round tike a madwoman, 
screaming at the top of her voice. “No, not 
this. No! No! No!” 

Alone in the bouse in the middle of 
nowhere, I discreetly hid the kitchen 


knives, had my finger at the ready to dial 
999 on the mobile phone, and waited for 
her to calm down and come back in. 

But calming down took a further three 
hours of hyperventilation and crying, end- 
less pleading - “Please, please not this, ill 
do anything, anything, but not this” - and 
pitiful phone calk to friends and family. 1 
finally persuaded her into a taxi in which 
she was ferried to our London home, where 
a relative had been installed to ensure she 
did herself, and our house, no barm. 

She moved out after a few days and, 
though her contract specified four weeks’ 
notice, we gave her 10 weeks’ money as a 
financial cushion. She went home and, to 
my relief, sought medical advice and coun- 
selling. But we are not off the book yeL 
We have had letters, postcards, farewell 
cards, more “Sony" cards, a stream of 
“Missing you so much and love you heaps" 
cards for the children, plus phone calls. 

Also, more scanty, we have had to fend 
off requests to see the chDdreo. to pick them 
up from school, to ice their birthday cakes 
- and then, in response to our reluctance, 
a visit, “Just to say good-bye". 

Yes, we should have acted earlier, be- 
cause we put our children at risk, and we 
consumed so much energy discussing 
whal, or what not, to do to try to be rea- 
sonable. But the dismissal was always go- 
ing to be pa in ful, and because of that we 
felt we had to be sure of our ground. 

We may sound pathetically indecisive 
or negligent To others we may sound un- 
feeling, judgemental and unkind. Whatever 
your reaction, just pray you don't find your- 
self in die same situation - the empkjyinent 
rule book won’t help you, either. 

The names in this article have been changed. 


Gail Asp land Robinson runs 
Childhood Nannies, an agency 
based in south London. 

Far too ma ay working mothers feel 
held to ransom by nanni es. They tip- 
top around them, worried that if they 
criticise the nanny she may Take it out 
on the children while they are al work. 

But most professional oannies can 
handle criticism -you just have to say 
it in the nicest possible way. Good 
ajramunications are critical; if you let 

things slides a minor issue can become 
a mountain. Aim to have an informal 
discussion at least once a month, when 
the children aren’t around, perhaps 
over dinner. Say wfaat is working 
well, but also what isn't. The more you 
get to know your nanny, the better you 
can manage the relationship. . 

Then, if they don’t respond and you 
stQl have doubts, you should go 
through oral and written warnings. 
Nannies are now more aware of their 
employment rights, and you have to 
behave in a professional way as well. 

In this particular case, I feel the 
mother could have taken action soon- 
er. A nanny shouldn’t drink when 
baby-sitting and Clare should have 
been dismissed at that stage, or at least 
gjveo a final written warning. It wasn't 
a “one-off"; it is suggested she drank 
heavily. It is no different from taking 
drugs. When a nanny lives in your 
house you have the right to comment 
on what they do in their own time. 

After completing an NNEB 
course, Katie Potter has 
worked as a live-in nanny for 
two^and-a-haif years. 

This stoiy sounds horrific, and Clare 
was lucky to keep her job for so long. 
OK. lots of nanni es have drunken 
nights out at weekends, but you don't 
drink on duty - which includes the 
time when you are baby-sitting. 

It was good that the parents 
showed an interest in dare’s career, 
but I'm not sure they did enough to 
help her when she got depressed. They 
kept giving her another chance, even 
after she had dropped their child. She 
deariy kept on drinking too much. The 
children’s well-being was in danger. 


Peter Cullimore is chairman 
of child care at the Federation 
of Recruitment and 
Employment Services (FRES). 

The legal position is that, unless 
there has been “gross misconduct", 
you should go through the formal dis- 
ciplinary procedures -an oral and then 
a written warning before dismissal. But 
with a nanny, we recommend that 
once the trust has broken down it is 
time to part company. Children are 
involved, so it is probably better to ask 
the nanny to leave immediately and 
give her a mouth’s pay in lieu of notice. 

FRES's standard nanny contract of 
employment lists theft, drunkenness, 
illegal drug-taking and child abuse as 
reasons for summary dismissal. The 
parents should have taken action 
long before they did - 1 think, when 
the nanny dropped the child. If a 
nanny is drunk on your premises, you 
should say good-bye. Also, people with 
a drink problem are marvellous at con- 
cealing it; you just can't take any risks 
where children are concerned. 

A nanny will build affection for 
children, but these parents made the 
mistake of letting her get too attached. 
A nanny must not become a substi- 
tute for the parents. 


How to bring the etiquette of the workplace into 


your home 


A 


RULES OF ENGAGEMENT 


1 Go through an agent? or aa 

on personal recommendation. 
If using an agency make sure 
they remain responsible for 

the people on their books. 

2 Check ail references and ff 
necessary speak to past em- 
ployers. 

3 Establish the ground rules 
from day one Don't leave 
anything unsaid, no matter 
how imaH the point may be. 
Bnpkyees should know ex- 
actly what they are getting 
themselves mm, 

4 Try to be around on the first 
day This will put your mind at 
rest. But donY watch your 


new employee Eke a hawk, as 
this wifl make him/her behave 
unnaturally. 

5 Determine whether you are 
going to be addressed by your 
first name or more formally, 
by your tide. 

6 it is important not to be too 
matey, even though you may 
like your employee. And don't 
be too controlling or distant. 
The Upstairs, Downstairs' 
(fays are loqg gone, and your 
employee is rot just a servant. 
Just treat him/her as a profes- 
sional, and be open to their 
ideas or suggestions. 

7 Try leaving Bede lists of things 


that need to be done That 
way, your employee will be 
achieving die objectives you 
are after. 

And espedafy far nannies: 

1 Organise a least two inter- 
views, one for yourself and 
one for the children, to see 
whether they establish any 

. immediate bond with your 
potential employee. 

2 Wsrk out who will dbtipfine 

the children if you are both 
around. Then always back one 
another up 

3 Always give you* nanny a con- 
tract. which sexes the length 


of his/her working week. And 
don't eat Into, an employees 

freetime. 

4 Become a confidant- albeit at 
a distance. This mil establish a 
degree of warmth, and show 
you are I n terested in your 
nanny as a person. Always ask 
how her day went, and 
whether die children have 
done anything new 

5 Keep a joint dary with your 
nanny This wSI mmanise die 
ride of dashing with those ex- 
tra baby-sitting duties. 

Compied by Nicole Veash with 
the help of Kensington Nancies 


Stretched, dual-income 
couples who depend on 
Support staff at home 
may need to take their 
role as employers more 
seriously, says Roger Trapp. 

Whenever the subject of par- 
ents find nannies or other 
carers comes up. the emphasis 
is usually on making sure that 
you pick the right person - 
rather than ensuring that you 
gel along, having gone through 
all the effort to find them. 

Yet proprietors of nanny 
agencies, and nannies them- 
selves. point to some common 
irritants. These include parents 
who insist in the morning (hat 
they will be home on time, then 
luibitually call at the end of the 
afternoon to say that they have 
been held up: lack of commun- 
ication; and confusion over 
tasks and responsibilities. 

What is curious about these 
complaints is that they are just 
the sort of thing that the par- 



ents themselves would find 
irritating coming from a col- 
league or a superior in their 
own place of work. A large part 
of the problem, it seems, is that 
work done in the home - 
whether child care, house- 
keeping. cleaning or gardening 
- is somehow not seen as quite 
the same as that done in a con- 
ventional workplace. 

We even seem to be em- 
barrassed about employing 
people in this way. As one ob- 
server put it, while people are 
generally proud to create a 
job in their business, when it 
comes Jo employing somebody 
at home there is a certain 
amount of guilt, or at least 
disco mfort 

This is reflected in the fact 
that people talk about having 
“help" in the home, as opposed 
to “employing" somebody. 
This can lead to the employers 
skating around issues such as 
holidays and overtime rates in 
a way that they would not 
dream of doing at the office. 

Work Family Directions, a 


consultancy specialising in 
workplace issues, puts under- 
standing and willingness to 
take on the responsibilities of 
being an employer almost at 
the top of its difld care check- 



list, along with willingness “to 
devote time and effort to set- 
ting up and maintaining a re- 
lationship with my care?*. 

Liz Bargh, the organis- 
ation's chief executive, explains 


that in addition to legal 
responsibilities, such as paying 
income tax and National In- 
surance contributions, people 
who lake on domestic wo iters 
long term need to treat their 


employees as if they were in a 
regular workplace, set out for- 
mal terms and conditions, en- 
courage dialogue, even have 
regular performance reviews. 

Other commentators point 



out that many people have 
trouble instigating such for- 
mal arrangements in their own 
homes. After all, it is all very 
well being businesslike in the 
office, but in that situation you 
are usually not working in 
somebody's home, and cer- 
tainty not staying there at tiighL 
And although observing bow 
colleagues behave towards each 
other can provide good or bad 
examples at work, you rarely get 
the opportunity to observe such 
models at home. 

One working woman is 
adamant that it is essential to 
avoid thinking that you can be 
friends with the people you 
employ, either to look after 
your children or to dean the 
house. She expects those in the 
role just to get on with the job. 
This may be tal cing things a 
tittle far - the experts’ advice 
is to put relationships on a 
sounder footing, not neces- 
sarily to consign them to the 
deep freeze. 

Fruitful relationships be- 
tween increasingly over- 


stretched, dual-career couples 
and what many term their “sup- 
port staff” will depend on their 
bringing a few more of their 
workmanlike attitudes home 
with them. 

Just as it is increasingly in 
vogue to talk of employees 
taking their interests and val- 
ues to work with them, so 
should they bring some of whal 
they learn in their jobs to their 
dealings with those who work 
for them at home. 

As one parent said it is 
simply a case of treating nan- 
nies and other “helpers" as you 
would want to be treated 
yourself. 


Tomorrow: 

A better time in 
bed? It’s all in 
the mind 

Dilemmas will return 
next week 
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Tom Hudson 


Tom Hudson, teacher and 
artists bom Horden, Co 
Durham 3 July 1922; married 
1949 Moira Marihall (on* son, 
one daughter; marriage 
dissolved 1957), 1968 Sally 
Smith (one son); died Bristol 
27 December 1997. 


It is difficult now, with the 
whole world supposedly loolc- 
j ing to British ait for a lead, to 
? imagine the compbccnt paroch- 

ialism of art education, and, by 
extension, the whole of the 
British an world, .so years ago. 
Abstract Expressionism was 
bubbling up in New York, but 
drawing from classical casts 
was still one of the primary 
modes of instruction in British 
art schools. Heraldry was still on 
the curriculum. 

Tom Hudson was one of a 
handful of individuals who 
smashed that cosily academic 
world for ever, letting in a 
flood of international influ- 
ences, breaking down the bar- 
riers between art and design and 
creating a climate in which 
British art schools were ac- 
4 claimed as the best in the world. 
V A stocky, black-bearded son of 
the Durham coalfield, an im- 
provisatory socialist visionary 
with a touch of the streetfight- 
er. he had a remarkable gift for 
inspiring and energising others. 

Rack’d in a working-class en- 
vironraent with practically no 
exposure to art of any kind, he 
nonetheless acquired artistic 
ambitions at an earl)’ age. Af- 
ter acme service in the Fur East, 
he was exposed to the European 
avant-garde during periods of 
leave in Paris, and returned to 
disrupted studies at Sunderland 
. School of Art with a feeling that 
he must Do Something. During 
a teaching year at King's Col- 
lege, Newcastle, and a period at 
the Counautd Institute, Lon- 
don’s grand bastion of academic 
art history, he began to evolve 
his own educational ideas, in- 
fluenced by Herbert Read's 
1943 book Education through 


Art and the assemblage-based 
strategies of the Constructivist 
and de Stijl movements. In 
1951, through Anthony Blunt's 
recommendation, he gained his 
first teaching post, at Lowestoft, 
a tiny provincial backwater. 

His research into child art 
brought him into contact with 
Victor Pasmore, who had cre- 
ated a Bauha us- inspired bask 
course at Newcastle. From 1954 
he, Pasmore and Harry Thub* 
ron led a series of summer 
schools for teachers at Scar- 
borough, where the principles 
of what became known as Ba- 
sic Design - the stripping back 
of the students’ preconveived 
ideas through exercises in form, 
spare and cokwr- were evolved. 
What had previously been iso- 
lated developments cohered 
with Herbert Read's encour- 
agement into a movement 
whereby a nucleus of trained 
teachers would convert the mass 
to modernist teachiqgmetbods. 

In 1957 Hudson joined Ttaub- 
ron at Leeds, where their far- 
reaching experiments involving 
everything from heavy industrial 
techniques to a philosophy of 
the irrational introduced by 
the painter Alan Davie became 
the inspiration for young teach- 
ers all over the country. Soon 
the London-based educational 
establishment was beating a 
path to their door. 

Many of their ideas and rec- 
ommendations were absorbed 
by the Coldstream Committee 
of 1961, which introduced 
diplomas, radically modernising 
and academicising the art 
schools, and the Summerson 
Council which brought in full- 
blown degrees in 1968. 

Impatient with Leeds's ex- 
clusively fine-art orientation, 
Hudson became Head of Foun- 
dation Studies at Leicester, and 
with the aid of dynamic young 
artists like Michael Sandle and 
Terry Setdh, set about creating 
a totally integrated system of art 
and design education. A revela- 
tory exhibition of students' work, 
“The Visual Adventure", toured 



Helen Kirkpatrick Milbank 


Hudson: a socialist visionary with a touch of the streetfigfiter 


to the Royal Festival HaQ and the 
Museum of Modem Art in New 
'Vbdcra 1963. Hudson was invited 
to lecture aU over the world, be- 
coming a consultant to Unesco 
and adviser on art education to 
the Brazilian government. 

Had he bided his time, one 
of the great London colleges 
might have fallen mm his hands. 
But Hudson .was more inter- 
ested in his own utopias than 
other people's career struc- 
tures. In 1964, he moved his en- 
tire staff and the pick of his 
students to Cardiff, where he 
was appointed Director of Stud- 
ies with almost unlimited pow- 
ers and budget. In its day, 
Cardiff had probably the most 
radical programmes anywhere, 


attracting the attention of teach- 
ers from all over the world. 

By the mid-Seventies, the 
perceived didacticism of Basic 
Design (a term Hudson himself 
□ever toed) had become un- 
fashionable. In most colleges, a 
structureless system of do-your- 
own-thing prevailed. When his 
academic freedoms were cur- 
tailed in a bureaucratic shake- 
up at Cardiff; Hudson fled to 
Vancouver with the aim of cre- 
ating another ground-breaking 
institution. The position of Dean 
of Instruction, however, proved 
to be largely administrative, 
and his gritty rigour did not 
blend well with laid-back West 
Coast hedonism. 

Although he exhibited his 


own sculpture to some acclaim, 
Hudson's natural medium was 
teaching. He genuinely behwed 
that, if only ordinary people 
could be made to understand 
the great artistic, scientific and 
intellectual achievements of 
the 20th century, the world's 
problems would be solved Tb 
this end, while in his seventies, 
he made a number of television 
series designed to make the ex- 
citement of a creative education 
and his own highly personal in- 
terpretations of the modem 
art movements available to the 
man in the street These won 
many of the highest awards 
available to such programmes 
in North America. 

- Mark Hudson . 


Helen Kirkpatrick; journalist: 
born Rochester, New York 18 
October 1909; married 1954 
Robbins MtHnrric (died 1985); 
dted WHItrinsburg, Virginia 
29 December 1997.. 


Helen Kxricpatiick.ooeof the 
first and best Americas war cor- 
respondents in the Second 
World War, was always at the 
for e fr o nt of the action. 

She encountered little of 
the hostility experienced by 
other American women re- 
porters in the war, her appear- 
ance as well as her expertise 
commanding respect. Having 
inherited the features of her 
'Scottish ancestors, she was a 
distinguished- rooking woman, 
with high cheek bones and 
bright blue eyes. As a fellow 
correspondent remarked, she 
was tall enough tb overlook 
insults. 

By the time the other Amer- 
ican war correspondents ar- 
rived in Britain, in the wake of 
Pearl Harbor, Kirkpatrick 
had five years’ experience of 
Europe. At the age of 30, she 
knew most of the leaders of 
Britain and France, and they 
Respected bee. 

Kirkpatrick had an out- 
standing academic record at 
Sim'rti College, one of Ameri- 

and latei^at'tbe University of 
Geneva. She Worked in France 
as a stringer for tine NewTfork 
Herald THbutu?' and in 1937 

came to En gland ire a fr yp.lnrw* 
journalist, terifptiiHnfy acting as 

the ffi plcu ma fi > - r n mwtj m - u nf 

the Sunday Times.^ 

Together wiffiVkica-Gonkai- 
Lennox, of the Daily l&egraph, 
with whom she was on ejeise 
terms, and with Graham Hot- 
ton of the Economist, she start- 
ed a weekly newsletter, the 
Whitehall News, which waged a 
strong campaign against the 
policy of appeasing the dkta- 
kb& In the House of Commons," 
it was regularly read by Winston 
Churchill and Anthony Eden. 
The King of Sweden was an- 


other subscriber. As the men 

wo rking on the newsletter were 

moonlighters, Kirkpatrick and 
her secretary were the only 
full-time members of the staff. 
Of the Munich Pact she wrote. 
“This trace may well induce 
rather than prevent war.” She 
expanded her views in- two 
bookStlfezs TtaribkPeace{ 1938) 
and Under die British Umbrella 
(1939). 

As war approached Kirk- 
patrick was engaged to the 
Loudon office of tile Chicago 
DafyNews, Frank Knox's liberal 
rival of Colonel Robert Mc- 
Cormick's isolationist Chicago 
Tribune. As her first assign- 
ment she suggested she should 

interview the Duke of Windsor. 
Her male colleagues scoffed at 
the idea, knowing that the for- 
mer king did not give interviews. 
But Kirkpatrick knew the peo- 
ple with whom he was staying 
in England and went to see 
them. The Duke explained that 
he had sworn not to give any 
interviews, but he saw no rea- 
son why he should not interview 
her. Thus her first contribution 
to the Chicago Daily News was 
the Duke of Windsor's interview 
of Helen Kirkpatrick. 

Peter Knox, who was to be- 
come Roosevelt’s Secretary of 
the Navy, explained to her, 
“We dent have women on the 
staff." She told him, “I can't 
change my sex. But you can 
change your policy .” Knox did 
not change his policy. He sim- 
ply made an exception for her. 

She fearlessly reported tire 
London Blitz and in 1943 she 
went to Algiers and spent six 
months covering the North 
African campaign, including 
the surrender of the Italian 
fleet at Malta. After D-Day the 
Ree Reach requested her pres- 
ence and she became the first 
correspondent assigned to the 
headquarters of the native 
forces operating inside France. 

She entered Paris on 25 Au- 
gust 1944 riding in a rank of 
General Lederc’s 2nd Ar- 
moured Division. In the subse- 
quent Tk Deum which General 


de Gaulle attended in Notre 
Dame Cathedral die, who was 
the next tallest person present 
after de Gaulle, had to throw 
hereelf on to the floor, as he did, 
when snipers began shooting at 
them. 

She went to Hitler's famous 
mountain retreat, “Eagle’s 
Nest”, above Berchiesgaden in 
Bavaria, where she swiped a fry- 
ing pan from the Fuhrer’s 
kitchen to cook field rations. Af- 
ter the war she covered the war 
crimes trials at Nuremberg. As 
a roving correspondent for the 
New Itbrkflxt she was one of the 
first to interview Jawaharlal 
Nehru, the prime minister of 
newly independent India. 

Kirkpatrick's next post was 
as information officer for the 
Marshall Plan mission in Paris 
in the mid 1940s. Later she 
moved to Washington to be- 
come the Public Affairs Officer 
for the Western European Di- 
vision of the State Department. 
I was then the BBC news cor- 
respondent in Wuhington and 
found her a wise and reliable 
source. One day, just before my 
radio circuit to London, it was 
announced that the banker 
Winthrop Aldrich would be the 
□ext American Ambassador to 
London. I rang Helen Kirk- 
patrick urgently. “You must 
know Aldrich. Can you give me 
in one sentence what kind of a 
man he is?” Without hesitation 
she replied, “A dosed mind 
and an open fly." In those days 
that kind of remark was not 
acceptable on the BBC news. 

Kirkpatrick next returned 
to academic life as the secretary 
to the President of Smith Col- 
lege and in 1954 she married 
Robbins MU bank, one of the 
trustees of Smith, a member of 
a prominent New England fam- 
ily. The Milbanks maintained 
homes in New Hampshire and 
California. She worked as a civic 
leader in both states. After her 
husband's death she settled in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, where 
she died peacefully, just after 
having her hair trimmed. 

- Leonard MiaB 



Vanda Greville 


Jack Marshall 


Grfcville: escaped from France with Utrillo and face cream 


Vanda MadEwan (Vanda 
Vangwi), actress: bora 
London 10 January 1908 ; 
married 1930 Edmond 
Greville (died 1966; one 
daughter; marriage 
dissolved); died Westgate on 
Sea, Kent 26 December 1997. 


In Ren£ Clair's classic film- 
musical comedy Le Million 
(1931 ), Vanda Grfivflle was \fen- 
da, the American vamp flirting 
with Ren6 LefSvre’s garret 
artist This slender blonde op- 
portunist is none too pleased to 
discover he is penniless but ea- 
gerly joins the search for his 
stolen jacket which carries a 
winning lotteiy ticket. 

This early role would remain 
the highlight of Greville's ca- 
reer. It had been preceded by 
her other proudest achieve- 
ment, playing a leading role in 
Abel Gance’s multilingual La 
Fin du Monde (1930). 

Born Vanda MacEwan to a 


Scottish father and Norwegian 
mother, she had wanted to be 
an actress from childhood and 
stripped school in Fulham to 
work as an extra on an Alfred 
HitdtcockSlm. While in Rads at 
a finishing school, she was spot- 
ted by Gance and screen-tested. 

Speaking no french, sire au- 
ditioned by reciting “He Fell 
Among Thieves” with such 
emotion that Gance (who un- 
derstood no English) was re- 
duced to tears. He barred his 
prim young discovery from tak- 
ing part in the orgy scenes of La 
Fin du Monde when mankind, 
threatened with destruction by 
a comet, has a last wild fling. She 
was biQed as \hnda Vhngen, tak- 
ing her mother’s maiden name, 
and played in the English- and 
German-speaking versions of 
the film. 

While seeking a career in 
British films (and impersonat- 
ing Greta Garbo in a promo- 
tional short) she fell wildly in 
love with and married a half- 


English avant-garde film- 
maker called Edmond Grfiville. 
He had acted in Rend Clair’s 
Sous les Tots de Pam (1930) and 
introduced his new wife to Qair 
when he was casting Le Million. 

Gr6v21e himself started writ- 
ing and directing feature films, 
and starred bis wife in Le Than 
des Suicides (1931) as a singer 
who has suddenly lost her voice. 
In Britain she co-starred as a 
French woman opposite Arthur 
Wontner in the drama A Gen- 
tleman of Paris (1931) but 
gained only a small role as a bar- 
maid in Ebb Tide (1932). She 
found better opportunities in 
Fiance, often playing English 
characters as in L'Ordans la Rue 
(1934) and Le Thun d’Amour 
(1935), and became a society fig- 
ure with a circle of friends that 
included Mrs Wallis Simpson. 

Vanda GrxSvilie's last film ap- 
pearance was in 1939, in her 
husband's highly topical dr ama 
Menaces. She played an Amer- 
ican, one of several foreigners 


living in a hotel in the Latin 
Quarter of Paris as the Second 
World Mr erupts. 

Vfcnda herself caught one of 
the last trains to England before 
the M of France, dubbing only 
a Utrillo painting and a vast sup- 
ply of her favourite face cream, 
while Edmond spent the war 
hiding in Cannes. In London, 
she did propaganda work for 
General de Gaulle, broadcast- 
ing to France and working on 
schemes to bring out prominent 
Frenchmen left behind. She 
would have liked to parachute 
into Fiance as a special agent, 
but her English accent and well- 
known looks ruled this out 

Returning to France after 
the war, die worked for Unesco 
and as a journalist, never re- 
suming her acting career. She 
came back to England when her 
parents' health foiled and, di- 
vorced from her husband, lived 
quietly in Kent from the mid- 
1960s. 

— Alien Eyfes 


Anthea Joseph 


tntbea Joseph, publicist: born 
widon 27 October 1940; died 
riston, Suffolk 27 December 
797. 


When the unknown Bob Dylan 
arrived in Britain for the first 
time, it is sometimes said that 
his only guide was a piece of pa- 
per from Pete Sccgar bearing 
the words. “Troubadour .Folk 
Club, London, ask for Anthea". 
The story is probably apoc- 
ryphal but it illustrates the piv- 
otal role in the music business 
of Anthea Joseph, the tali, ele- 
gant PR specialist -come-minjckT. 

Joseph was one of those es- 
sential functionaries without 
whom tite music business would 
ind it impossible to operate. 
Stories accrued round her and 
ihc became an improbable 


combination of legend and 
friend to many of the biggest 
names who emerged from the 
folk boom of the Sixties and the 
folk rock vogue of the Seventies. 

The daughter of socialist 
parents - her mother, Elizabeth 
Young, had a fair claim to be 
considered Britain’s first film 
critic, at the Daily Worker, while 
her father was Noel Joseph of 
the News C/ironicie - Anthea 
grew up in Suffolk and was in- 
explicably given a convent ed- 
ucation. Reconciling the 
conflicting values of home and 
school was, she said, invaluable 
training for her future career. 

She found her way to the 
Troubadour Folk Cub in the 
mid-Fiftics via a chance en- 
counter with a trio of buskers 
.that included Redd Sullivan. 
Her sometimes intimidating 


presence on the dub door placed 
her in an ideal position to meet 
the young Kons of the Sixties folk 
world, like Bert Jansch and Davy 
Graham. Among them were 
some American singer/song- 
writers who were to become 
household names and she not 
infrequently found herself sup- 
plying emergency accommoda- 
tion to these itinerants. While 
talcs of the young Dylan sleep- 
ing on her floor would seem to 
be dubious, the dependence 
on her of many others, includ- 
ing Paul Simon and Ibm Pax- 
ton, appears well established. 

A friendship with Dylan, 
however, did begin at the Trou- 
badour. In the 1965 tour docu- 
mentary Dan ’t Look Back, it is 
Anthea Joseph’s dramatically 
anxious face Dylan is seen re- 
assuring after a hotel glass- 


breaking incident. That friend- 
ship continued into the Nineties 
when, leaving a Rolling Stones 
party that had become tedious, 
Joseph and Dylan spent four 
hours walking the rainswept 
London streets. 

She joined Joe Boyd’s Witch- 
Seasons organisation in 1968, 
toured America with Fairport 
Convention in the early Seven- 
ties, worked for a while with the 
ICA and for CBS artists’ rela- 
tions (1976-86), and eventual- 
ly settled into an appropriate 
niche with Maurice Oberstein. 
chairman of Polygram records. 
In 1991, she reduced this com- 
mitment to a part-time job to 
look after her ailing mother, but 
was away m London when her 
mother had a heart attack and 
inadvertently set fire to the 
house they shared m Suffolk. 


She more or less gave up the 
music business and devoted 
herself to restoring the house, 
making only occasional forays 
into her old world. At the skif- 
fle reunion at London’s 100 
Qub and Fairport Convention’s 
Snape Mai tings gig in 1997, she 
appeared happy and relaxed but 
was concealing both physical 
and depressive illness as earli- 
er years of overwork and later 
rural isolation took their toll 
Most people in the music 
business have an Anthea story 
and she encouraged this, volubly 
indulging her friend Quentin 
Crisp’s practice of not spoiling 
a good story for a ha’porth of 
truth. Curiously it is the more 
improbable tales that are best 
attested Wally Whyton used to 
fell bow, visiting Nashville for 
the first time as a BBCpresen- 



John Gimore Marshall, 
footballer and football 
manager: born Bofton, 
Lancashire 29 May 1917; 
played for Burnley 1936*48; 
managed Rochdale 1958-60, 
Blackburn Rovers 196047, 
Sheffield Wednesday 1968-69, 
Bury 1969; marrfedrtfied 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire 
I January 1998. 


Joseph: improbable tales 
Photograph; David Sandtson 

ter, he beard a brilliant Amer- 
ican banjo picker he had never 
met or heard before. Introduc- 
ing himself as a guitarist, Wby- 
ton said he was from England. 
“Oh,” said the banjo picker. Bill 
Keith. “A guitar player from 
England. Yon must know 
Andrea." 

—John Pilgrim 


Before a combination of Jack 
Walker’s millio ns and the insp- 
irational guidance of Kenny 
Dalglish brought fame and suc- 
cess to Blackburn Rovers in 
1995, only one man since the 
Second Wrrid War had given 
the homely football club from 
the Lancashire textile town the 
faintest whiff of championship 
glory. His name was Jack Mar- 
shall and, whereas those mod- 
ern messiahs had untold 
financial resources at their dis- 
posal, three decades earlier “Jol- 
ly Jack” was forced to watch 
every penny as he led a make- 
do-and-mend ride to the sum- 
mit of England's premier league. 

“Marshall’s Misfits” sat 
proudly, albeit briefly, atop the 
old First Division on Boxing 
Day 1963, their presence on that 
lofty pinnacle a tribute to the 
manager who had constructed 
an attractive, attacking team, 
substantially from erstwhile on- 
considered talents. 

It couldn’t last and Rovers 
were overhauled subsequently 
by the big-city brigade from Liv- 
erpool and Manchester. Tbe un- 
avoidable springtime sale of 
their star centre-forward Fred 
Pickering to Everton, one of 
Blackburn's chief rivals, proved 
the final nail in that season's ti- 
tle aspirations, all the more 
poignantly since Pickering had 
been converted by Marshall 
from a plodding reserve full- 
back, the player’s rise to promi- 
nence thus personifying his 
boss’s shoestring shrewdness. 

Thereafter, \rith seeming in- 
evitability as the fortunes of 
most smaU-town dubs began to 


nosedive following the abolition 
of the players’ maximom wage 
limit. Rovers declined during the 
remainder of Marshall's Ewoad 
Park reign and an exhilarating 
period of their history was over. 

Jack Marshall had entered 
professional football as a play- 
er at Burnley in 1936 and 
emerged as a capable full-back 
before injury forced his pre- 
mature retirement in 1948. He 
became a coach, serving Bury 
and Stoke City before joining 
Sheffield Wednesday in 1954 
and assisting the national boss, 
Walter Winterbottom, with the 
England “B" team. 

In 1958 Marshall stepped up 
to management, experiencing 
relegation from the Third Di- 
vision with Rochdale in his first 
season, but performed impres- 
sively enough to take charge of 
the top-flight Blackburn, a dub 
riven by internal strife, in 1960. 
He embarked on a sorely need- 
ed team-rebuilding job with 
gusto, disregarding reputations 
and experimenting boldly while 
enjoying admirable support 
from the classy stalwarts 
Ronnie Clayton and Bryan 
Douglas, with the result that 
Rovers became one of the most 
entertaining sides in the land. 

However, the slide that fol- 
lowed the euphoria of 1963/64 
led to demotion in 1966 and 
Marshall's resignation in 1967. 
Later that year be was appoint- 
ed assistant boss of Sheffield 
Wsdnesday, shifting to the man- 
ager’s seat in 1968. He worked 
hard at Hillsborough but left af- 
ter a disappointing 1968/69, 
later taking over at Bury for a 
brief spell before spending the 
decade leading up to his 1979 re- 
tirement back at Blackburn as 
dub physiotherapist 

It was fitting that Marshall 
should finish his footballing days 
at Ewood Park. As Rovers fans 
with long memories will confirm, 
when “the team that Jack built” 
crops op in conversation, it is not 
always the Walker version which 
is being discussed. 

- Ivan Pointing 


DEATHS 

GRANGER: Gladys Emma, peaceful- 
ly OH 5 Jtmuaiy 1 VVS, jetd 90 years. 
Mucb-kwed mother of 'Daphne and 
Chrislaphw.graany of Brian, Roger. 
Damaris, Rowan, Rachel and DankL 
Funeral service at St Lute’s Ctaircb, 
HicKUng, on Tuesday 13 January at 
12 . 15 pm, Mowed by cremation at 
i a qM tot OVt b f^ mainpmn. Further 
cnqnlrfes. LW Hawhreod & Son, 
telephone (11(61 SLZ233. 
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For BIRTHS. MAWUACESa DEATHS, 
plrw f| «phon< (U71-2V3 2012 or 6 k 
0171-2*3 200. 


Birthdays 

Miss Shirley Bassey, singer, 61; Mr 
David Bowie, singer and actor, 51; 
Mr Stuart Cameron, former chair- 
man, Gallahcr Lid, 74; Mr PhQ HalL 
Editor, News of the World. 43; Lord 
fferdreQC Lora Adracare, 5l;ftn- 
fessor Stephen Hawking, math- 
ematician, 56; Lord Hollenden, 
former diainam, I.&R. Moriey. 84; 
Mr Andrew Hunter MP, 55; The 


Right Rev Edward Knapp- Fisher, 
Honorary Assistant Bishop, Dio- 
cese of Chichester, 83; Professor Sir 

Koben May, zoologist «cd ecologist, 
61; Air Commodore Joan Metcalfe, 
former Director of RAFNurai^ Ser- 
vices, 25; Mr Ron "Moody, actor, 74; 
Mr Kenneth Purchase MP, 59; Miss 
Imdda Read, MEP. 59; Professor Bri- 
an Reddaway, economic consultant 
to the Wbrfcf Bank, 85; Professor 


Charles Tomlinson, Emeritus Pro- 
fessor of English, Bristol University, 
71; Miss Galina Ulanova, former 
prima ballerina, 88; Professor Alan 
Wilson, Vice-Chancellor, Leeds 
University, 59. 

Anniversaries . 

Births: WOKam WifltwColtins, nov- 
elist, 1S24; frank Ndsro Donbfcday, 


publisher and editor, 1863; Viscount 
Craigavon (James Craig), Ulster 
statesman, 1871; Elvis Presley, rode 
ringer, 1935. Deaths: Galileo GaEtei, 
astronomer, 1642; Paul Verlaine, 
poet. 1895; Robert Stephenson 
Smyth Baden-Awdi, £ bet Baron 

Baden- Powell, founder of the Boy 
Scoots. 1941; Richard Thuber, tenor, 
1948; Chou Ea-Jsi, Chinese leader, 
1976. On tfris day: Chequers Court 


was occupied by its first prime min- 
ister tenant, David Lloyd-George, 
1921; in New York, seven floors of 
the Bnnare Stale BaMnacaueht fire. 
1963/Tbday is thSoJofS 
Adrian of Canterbury- St Apaniaarfe 
the Apologist, St E-hard, St Gudu- 
la, St Lucian of Beauvais,8t ftga, St 
Severinus of Noricum Repense, St 
Severinus of Septeinpeda, St 
Thorfem and St Wiil am. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
Tlw Royal, PicadatL the Prima Roy- 

a] Una (tw Cjiwv, atenli 1 HqdilanJ Circre D»j 
ai Uif Ibira House, fowrooct; vfcia Apex Hjgfr- 
bnd B np toyw au Sown UmL tmcnco; am 
■ Ruron, Spinal Iqjtgka Alienation. Mlcaih the 
UK Oil ad Gm IndMir Unit 1 998 at the Beach 
Ba9 Roan. Aberdeen. Priocm Alexandra. 
Ph^J^vt^lfcufflo3Dt(fc:ai4iiai'»Gion- 
try HoJidap Pund, tendon SEI. 

Changing of the Guard 

The Hauwtokl Cawlty Mounted Regtoent 
mawe (to Cneetft USe Guard <i Kane Ouvtk, 
Hap, 



THt INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 8 JANUARY l^S 

20 


20/LE ADE R & LETTERS 

i ■ 


A truth universally acknowledged? Well, not quite, dear reader 



EDITOR: ANDREW MARK. 

DFN/n EDITOR. COLIN HUGHES. 
ADDRFSS; i CANADA SQUARE. 


CANARY \VH VRF. 

LONDON l\A SDL 

TFlfrHONf: 01 71 2 C ? _\W 
OR 0171 345 :000 
FAX. 0171 7-135 

OR OI7I-345 ’435 


Who opened which booh with the fol- 
lowing words? “H is a truth universally ac- 
knowledged, that every man in possession 
of a fortune, must be in want of a wife." 
Easy. So liy this more problematic pos- 
er. Who opened which book with these 
words? “The alarm went off in the mid- 
dle of her dream. She was dreaming she 
was dancing, not the twist or jiving - these 
were beginning to be considered old-fash- 
ioned at the club - but something more 
old-fashioned still: she was gliding to mu- 
sic that seemed to come out or the clouds, 
for there was no orchestra that she could 
see and no roof to the ballroom’'? And 
here is the real clincher. The first one is 
unquestionably a classic, and the second 
one is certainly noL Why? 

Just to put you out of your misery, the 
second quotation is from The Bonny 
Dawn, one of the more recent of Cather- 
ine Cookson’s bestselling romances: the 
first as everyone knows, is (he opening sen- 
tence of Pride and Prejudice, by Jane 
Austen. Or does everyone know? Who is 


more widely read - the bespectacled 
Tyneside Dame, or fiction's most elegant 
ironist? Cbokson’stale iscompeDmgly told, 
with great verve, sensitivity, briskly be- 
lievable dialogue, a keen sense of plot and 
swiftly flowing prose. Whatever U is, it’s 
not rubbish. Many ostensibly classier and 
more earnestly feted scribblers wish they 
could pull it off like her. It's good - and 
it's recent - but (so prolific is the Cook- 
son word machine) it wasn't even one of 
the nine Cookson novels to be among the 
ID fiction titles most borrowed from 
British libraries last year. 

Now, we all know that mere popular- 
ity is not enough to merit elevation to the 
status of “classic” novel. But we are very 
much less clear aboutwhat separates The 
Bonny Dawn from Pride and Prejudice. 
After a U, Cookson s are great stories, well 
told. They seethe with universal passions 
and grapple with hefty social and emo- 
tional truths. Their language is neither bril- 
liant, nor startlingly original, but neither 
is it thin, stilting, insubstantial or even 


diched (in the way that, say, Jeffrey 
Archer’s prose is). If they didn’t succeed 
in some large measure, there ts no way they 
would be so devotedly read by such a wide 
swathe of (mostly female) humanity. 

So what is a classic? The old conun- 
drum arises again because Dent, the pub- 
lisher, has decided to throw together its 
own Everyman list of 250 classics and 
despatch a full set to schools. Good 
promo, you might say, and you’d be light. 
Because every list of classics includes and 
excludes in ways that are inevitably con- 
troversial, and controversy generates pub- 
licity. In this case many obvious “classics" 
have been excluded, and many question- 
able titles included, probably for copyright 
reasons. And then there is the occasion- 
al politically correct inanity: presumably 
the publisher wanted to include the Old 
Testament for cultural and literary reasons, 
and therefore felt it essential to throw in 
Sacred Hindu Texts and a translation of The 
Quran. Then again, entire oeuvres of 
poetry are quite properly included - 


Coleridge, Marvell, Donne - but not a 
mention of some of the greatest and most ; 
important po ems in our language: The 
Prelude and in Memoriam are btzarrefy ab- 
sent. But what the heck; isn’t the search 
for exceptions and omissions half the fun, 
particularly since none of us are really sure 
what a classic is, we just know one when 
we see it? 

Well, actually, you can say one or two 


to and find a greater or at least different 
understanding. It is, in other words, a dif- 
ferent book each time you read it - and 
therefore, tty extension, it is a different 
book for every reader. Second (utterly 
Leavisite, this one) it has to form part of 
a cultural tradition — either in creating or 
synthesising a new way of seeing, or in 
handing down a legacy. On these grounds, 
Catherine Cookson could, at least in 
theoiy, join the pantheon of classic writ- 
ers - but it’s a pretty fair guess she won’t. 


Equally, nor will many writers of so-called 
“modern" classics (Doit indude Midnight's 
Children , for example: well, surely that 
remains to be seen). 

But when all’s said, does it matter a 
whit? This is the anti-Leavis bit: no, it 
doesn’t The argument over what is and 
isn’t classic is as ultimately meaningless as 
it is perennially entertaining. Many people 
will be able to identify books that are far 


crying out for more modern texts that 
young people actually want to read. 
Frankly, such teachers should be grateful 
for what they gel, and encourage a few 
more of their pupils to experiment with 
the huge range of books Dent are putting 
on offer. For the rest - offer them some- 
thing else. The important thing is that they 
read. Like the rest of us, in the end they 
will make up their own minds aboutwhat 
they value. 


things that make it quite a bit easier to 
identify a classic. First, it has to be a book 
which you can read once, and then return 


more important to them than the classic 
texts. Some teachers have grumpily re- 
sponded by arguing that they don’t need 


t-'i 
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Cannabis trials 

Sin Dr Bill O’Neill of the British 
Medical Association predicts 
that cannabis derivatives will be 
available legally for medical use 
within a tew years. ("Straw’s 
challenge la er cannabis drugs”. 
5 January ). This would return us 
to the position before the Mis- 
use of Drugs .Act 1*571. when 
doctors were allowed to pre- 
scribe cannabis, most often in 
tincture form. 

On Saturday on BBC radio 
the Home Secretary said there 
was nothing to atop those who 
believe cannabis has thera- 
peutic value from applying for 
n Home Office licence to lest 
the drug. There are currently 
three licences allowing medical 
research with cannabis. 

However, to satisfy the Gov- 
ernment of the efficacy of 
cannabis, large-scale trials are 
needed using a controlled dose 
of the drug, and this cannot be 
done without the involvement of 
the pharmaceutical companies, 
who have been reluctant to touch 
cannabis because it is in sched- 
ule I of the 1*471 Act - a cate- 
gory of controlled drugs with 
allegedly no therapeutic value. 

We face a cbickcn-and-cgg 
situation: the Government will 
not move cannabis from sched- 
ule 1 to schedule 2 (a pre- 
scribable drug with therapeutic 
value) until iL can be shown to 
have a medical use. .And this 
cannot be demons! rated to the 
Government's satisfaction with- 



out large-scale trials. 

After reviewing the evi- 
dence - much of it admittedly 
small-scale or anecdotal - the 
BMA recognises that cannabis 
may have therapeutic uses for 
people suffering from condi- 
tions such as multiple sclerosis. 
The Government should now 
facilitate the large-scale trials 
that are needed. 

GORDON PRENTICE MP 
*(l\'ndle. lath i 
House of Commons 

Sir: In the l%0s. when t was in 
Inal with flu. four of my sixth- 
form pupils arrived to ask how 
i was. They put lour large, beau- 
tifully rolled joints on my bed- 
side table and wished me well. 

A day passed I vfore I could 
face smoking anything, but 
when 1 did my depression cased 
at once, and in two days I was 
up. I shall always admire (fit ise 
boys for their daring altruism, 
and I am sure they an: not 
nowadays marching their sons 
to the police station. 
MAURICE HILL 
Alicante, Spain 


After devolution 

Sin Next week Parliament will 
take the second reading of the 
Scotland Bill setting up a Scot- 
tish parliament. The Bill itself 
seems to be carefully and sen- 
sibly drafted. But so far no at- 
tention seems to have been paid 
to the workings of the British 
Parliament after devolution. 

How will English legisla- 
tion be handled by English 
MPs to give it the same treat- 
ment as Scottish devolved leg- 
islation? Will the House of 
Lords be by-passed, as for Scot- 
tish devolved legislation? What 
machinery will be set up to en- 
sure an acceptable allocation of 
the Consolidated Fund be- 
tween England and Scotland? 
(The Scottish parliament will 
haw no standing in that.} 

Before MPs are asked to 
vote on the Scotland Bill they 
surely have the right to know, 
and the duly to find out. what 
the consequences will be for the 
government of the country os 
a whole. 


In its baste to get its Bill 
through the Government has 
chosen to ignore these issues. 
They ore fundamental for the 
. stability and harmony of British 
government in the future and 
must be dealt with now. 

Sir GERALD ELLIOT 
Edinburgh 

Garden for Diana 

Sir: If the principle of a garden 
to commemorate Diana, 
Princess of Wales, at Kens- 
ington Palace is agreed upon 
(report, 30 December), we 
should all be spared a design 
that emerges from behind 
closed doors, and not least be- 
cause of the hype that would 
accompany its public “launch”. 
Instead, unless the family 
specifically do not want this to 
be the case, a popular design 
should be allowed to evolve 
through the slower process of 
a relaxed and open ideas com- 
petition. 

There can still be a role for 
those working behind Lhe 


scenes. They and their ex- 
perts can help set the 
competition parameters, they 
can help assess the entries and 
they can contribute to the 
garden's detailed design de- 
velopment, and finally they can 
take responsibility for the de- 
sign's implementation and 
maintenance. 

Inconvenient and awkward 
competitions may sometimes be 
but, in the absence of a dear 
and acceptable alternative pro- 
posal. for example to restore the 
originoL perhaps dull, William 
and Mary box garden selecting 
and developing a design in 
open competition wfli inject 
new and popular life into our 
valuable tradition of garden and 
landscape design. 

Such an open process need 
not lead to a design of lesser 
quality simply by virtue of be- 
ing popular, and would create 
a positive outlet for the creative 
expression of the feelings of 
many. 

JOHN SOMERVILLE-LARGE 
London W1 


Cars of the future 

Sin Christopher Radley’s scep- 
ticism regarding hydrogen as a 
feel for cars of the future (Let- 
ters, 5 January) should not go 
unchallenged. 

In the short to medium term, 
hybrid vehicles will provide a 
partial answer to the problems 
of congestion and pollution. In 
the longer term hydrogen pow- 
er must be the answer. At pre- 
sent, safe transportation of this 
fuel is a problem but there arc 
hopeful signs that research is 
producing answers. 

Metal hydrides which can fix 
hydrogen are one solution. How- 
ever. the most promising storage 
technology is being pioneered ty 
the Northern University at 
Boston, Massachusetts. The 
dahn is that a nanoflbre graphite 
cartridge can safety store huge 
amounts of hydrogen at a pres- 
sure of 40 atmospheres. The gas 
is released by gradually reduc- 
ing the pressure. One cartridge 
is said to be able to fuel a car for 
5.000 miles and a cartridge could 


be reused up to five times {New 1 
Scientist, 21/28 December 1996). 

Considerable resource is be- 
ing channelled into the devel- 
opment of photovoltaic cells. As 
their efficiency increases and 
unit cost is reduced, they win be 
the logical source of electricity 
to produce hydrogen via elec- 
trolysis. Car manufacturers are 
right to recognise that there are 
jittering prizes to be won in the 
race for zero emission cars at all 
points along the energy chain. 
Professor PETER F SMITH , 
Chairman, Environment and 
Planning Committee 
Royal Institute of British 
Architects 
London Wl 

Sir: On one page of The Inde- 
pendent at 5 January we read that 
the Government is refusing to 
support a Private Member's Bill 
to reduce road traffic levels, and 
on another we read that fere ris- 
es above inflation are being ap- 
plied to a London Underground 
system which is falling apart. 

Tony Blair once said: “We 


must not demonise the car.” So 
I suppose we shouldn’t be sur- 
prised that his government is 
burying its head in the sand over 
the balance between public and 
private transport. Regularly we 
see the PM and senior minis ters 
gliding short distances around 
central London in big black cars. 
Would it not be a good idea for 

Tony Blair to surprise us one day 
by. walking or catching a bus 
from Downing Street to the 
Houses of Parliament? 
NICHOLAS MURRAY 
Presteigne. Powys 

Sin The Snowdonia National 
Park authority's proposals to 
limit private car traffic in the 
park make great sense (report, 
6 January). The proposals in- 
clude provision of public trans- 
port, so how can these plans can 
be reconciled with the author; 
fry's opposition to the recon- 
struction of the erstwhile Welsh 
Highland Railway where its 
route passes through the park? 
G GREEN 
London N 10 


Tobacco bans 

Sin The anti-smoking law 
David Usborne calls “radical” 
(“California clears the air”, i 
January), and compares with 
the Prohibition era, is in fact 
supported by a large majority 
of the population here, ac- 
cording to all the polls. 

The last time California 
passed such a law was in 1994, 
when smoking in restaurants and 
workplaces was prohibited. At 
the time, pro-tobacco forces 
predicted Domesday for the 
state, and the restaurant business 
in particular. The fact is that now 
the state's economy is booming 
and restaurants are packed. 

People will get used to the 
smoking ban in bars and dubs. 
They will go outside to light up, 
just as they do now when work- 
ing or dining. And the odds are 
that ultimately, as the polls 
have shown with restaurants, 
even the majority of smokers 
will be glad the law was passed. 
PAUL COOPERSMITH 
Inverness, California 

Sin Never mind cannabis. 
There’s a xnudi more important 
issue. The number of young 
women who smoke tobacco is 
truly depressing. 

The most dispiriting aspect 
of being in any pub or dub is 
having to watch so many pret- 
ty girls subjecting themselves to 
this most protracted method of 
self-mutilation. It isn’t dever, 
it isn't sophisticated and it 
most certainly isn't sexy. 

It’s time for men to speak up 
and dedare that we’d rather not 
share our lives with a living, 
breathing ashtray, no matter 
what other charms she may pos- 
sess. Male celebrities could be 
leading the way. Unless we start 
becoming more vociferous, the 
fashion for smoking among 
women will never be broken. 
PHIL SMITH 
Rugby, Warwickshire 

Sin George Gomdri (letter, 3 
January) ales James I as an ear- 
ly example of a “thinking per- 
son" who was virulently 
anti-smoking. That monarch 
was also convinced that the 
country was in danger of being 
swept away on a tide of witch- 
craft, and was red-hot on dis- 
covering and burning alleged 
practitioners. It is this aspect of 
his thinking that lives on in the 
fulminations of those ever 
eager to seek out and destroy 
any social behaviour which 
they have deemed “foul”? 

DON HOWE 
Liverpool 
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The Princess Diana Memorial Balloon, and other good uses for a lot of hot air 



MILES 

KINGTON 


The skies are becoming just as 
crowded with round-the-world 
balloonists as Mount Everest 
is with climbing expeditions. So 
for those who csin't tell one 
shiny balloon attempt from an- 
other. here is a complete run- 
down of all those expeditions 
at present hoping to achieve 
the Oral non-stop feu air bal- 
loon trip round the world. 

Chris Evans Takeover Group 
Basically, this is just ait attempt 
to get ihere before Richard 
Branson does, but Chris Evans 
aims to make it a really fun. 
realty' wacky, realty' off-the-wall 
attempt to fly round the world, 
with lots of guests, lois of 
gags, lots of stuns, lots of video 
inserts and hopefully lots oflii- 
larinus fatalities. The balloon 


will be bright orange and Chris 
will be broadcasting nil his nor- 
mal shows from on board. 

Michael Palin “Round The 
Top" TV Series Balloon 
You thought there was no 
new way left for Michael Palin 
to go round the world? Wrong! 
30,000ft up, that’s how. What’s 
amazing, as usual is fhat be 
will be completely alone in the 
balloon and yet will come 
buck with hours of perfectly 
shot, perfectly focused film. 
How do they do it? And how- 
many new and interesting peo- 
ple will he “accidentally'' meet 
up there? 

Tory Party Single Currency 
Balloon 

Lord Howe, Chris Patten and 


many of the great and good 
(old and stubborn) of the lory 
party are-determined to fly the 
flag for Europe and against 
William Hague by getting in a 
basket together and taking 
off round the world. As they 
don't know where they will 
land, they are taking £3,000 in 
20 different currencies with 
them, which can also be used 
as ballast. “I wouldn’t be sur- 
prised if ‘Throw out £50 in 
Hungarian small change!’ 
didn't become anew music hall 
caldiphrase!" says Lord 
Howe. 

Hie TWo Fat Ladies Balloon 
The first cookery programme 
to go round the world in a bal- 
loon with a side-car. The Two 
Fat Ladies Balloon will de- 


scend here and there, and 
cause consternation as two 
fat ladies disgorge themselves 
from the gondola and tell the 
locals they're cooking it all 
wrong. This will be the largest 
balloon going round the 
world, as it will be carrying so 
much extra bulk. (Mostly 
flour, butter and olive oiL) 

The Princess Diana Memor- 
ial Balloon. 

Earl Spencer has announced 
that in response to zillions of 
requests, he has decided in 
Diana’s mernoty to send a 
balloon shaped like a temple 
' round the world so that peo- 
ple of all nations can worship 
her name as she passes. The 
balloon will not be manned, 
but people can throw in flow- 


ers as it passes, preferably 
non-rotting. Before take-off, 
you may visit the site but onfy 
be able to see the balloon from 
half a mile away. Phone Earl 
Spencer for more details. 

The Start The Week Balloon 
Melvyn Bragg is hoping to 
make a serious attempt to 
discover if, by taking a group 
of thinkers round the world, 
you can talk your way into dis- 
covering the origins of every- 
thing before you have come 
back. The experts in the bal- 
loon will include a geneticist, 
a leading novelist, a man who 
is giving a lecture at the Royal 
Geographical Society this 
Wednesday, and a rather 
pretty girl from one of the 
newspapers, who will be 


thrown out if things get rough. 

The Royal Opera House 
Balloon 

While Covent Garden is 
closed and being refurbished, 
low budget productions will be 
toured from this balloon. 
Unfortunately, the cost of in- 
stalling all the governors, 
VIPs, corporate hospitality, 
etc means that it is already hor- 
rendously over-budget. Per- 
haps they will just take a lieder 
recital on tour after all. 

The Spin Doctor Balloon 
Built in the shape of a Dome, 
this structure will fake 10 spin 
doctors round the world, who 
intend to land everywhere 
there is adverse comment 
about the balloon and de- 


mand that the record be put 
straight. The fact that I have 
already had two pained phone 
calls from Peter Mandelson 
since I started writing this 
paragraph shows how serious 
they are. 

Lord UchGeld and the Most 
Beautiful Girls In The World 
Nice to see this veteran lot in 
action again. Responsible for 
some of the most popular 
garage calendars of recent 
years, they aim to produce the 
ultimate - a scries of pho- 
tographs taken at altitudes 
too high for champagne to be 
safely air-lifted. “TVe may be 
reduced to Chateau Mar- 
gaux," quips the light-hearted 
Lord. “See you again in 12 
months]” 
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A good time not to say 
‘I told you so ...* 



RUPERT 

CORNWELL 

EUROPEAN 

IMMIGRATION 


A basic rule of smugness is, try not to show 
it too much. So Tbny Blair, one imagines, 
will nobly resist the temptation to say “We 
told you so,” when he meets the visiting EU 
Commission President Jacques San ter today 
to examine, inter alia, the mess that is the 
Schengen agreement. The latest crisis for a 
border-free Europe began with the arrival 
in Italy last week of illegal boatloads of asy- 
lum-seeking Kurdish refugees from Turkey. 
The sympathetic response from Rome pan- 
icked the Germans who fear (almost certainly 
rightly) that if they are allowed to stay, the 
bulk of the 1,200 Kurds will head straight 
to join their half million compatriots who 
already live north of the Alps. But the real 
question is whether Schengen can survive; 
whe ther the concept of a Europe where, once 
inside, anyone can go where he likes with- 
out check or hindrance is feasible. In 1995, 
when the pact became operational, Britain 
said it wasn't and refused to join. Without 
being too smug about it, we were right. And 
for the right reasons. 

Schengen was basically a trade-off, in fur- 
therance of the European ideal of free move- 
ment of people across national frontiers 
within its collective territory. The old bor- 
der controls would go, and in return each 
country would operate external controls on 
behalf of the others. Among the member 
countries, crossborder co-operation be- 
tween judiciaries and national police forces 
would be stepped up. Early on, when Schen- 
gen consisted of only France, Germany and 
the Benelux countries, the system more or 
less worked. Now Schengen! and extends to 
12 EU countries as well as Norway and 
Iceland, and the leaks are springing up all 
over- just as Britain warned. 

Unlike some other No's emanating from 
London, our hostility has proved a re- 
sounding vindication of old-fashioned British 
pragmatism. Resistance was born not of a 
Euro-sceptic conviction that this was just an- 
other piece of trickery by the federalists: an 
ambitious measure they knew would require 
other steps to make it work and which once 
accepted would nudge Europe a little further 
towards the real goal of full political union. 

The objections were legal, practical and 
entirely reasonable. As an island, Britain has 
always found it easier and more natural to 
operate controls at the point of entry, 
rather than once an immigrant was already 
inside the country. Furthermore, we argued. 


unfettered freedom of movement within 
Europe should legally apply not to everyone, 
but exclusively to EU citizens. Be idealists 
at your peril we warned; Schengen was no 
way to contain drug trafficking, lerrorism and 
illegal immigration.That, however, was not 
the view of the Schengen signatories at the 
time. But when Spain, Portugal, and above 
all Italy signed on, border-free Europe be- 
came too good to be true. 

The Old Continent of course has not had 
much luck with timing. When Schengen was 
first conceived, back in 1985, Algeria was at 
peace, Yugoslavia still existed, and Com- 
munism did Fortress Europe’s job for it, em- 
ploying dogs, fences and watch towers to keep 

its wretched subjects from straying. In those 
days the few who made it were not treated 
as sponging riff-raff but feted as freedom's 
heroes. These days everyone wants to come 
- and, one way or another, many of them can. 

In this particular case, the obvious villains 
are German politi cians, outbidding each oth- 
er on law and order in an election year, and 
barely veiling their ancestral prejudices 
against slapdash I talians who couldn't run a 
dog show, let alone a serious border control 
policy. In one breath they castigate Turkey 
for gross human rights violations against its 
Kurdish population - only to insist in the next 
that Kurds who do make it to Italy are sim- 
ply in search of the economic good life, and 
should be sent home forthwith. 

Whatever happens in this particular in- 
stance, there will be more of them. There 
wQl be other Bosnias and Algerias. Economic 
and political misery, tbe motors of great mi- 
grations, have not been abolished, and the 
world’s people-smugglers and mafias, who 
grow rich off this misery, are a good deal 
more efficient than governments trying to 
stamp out the practice. Dealing humanely 
and equitably, with immigration from less 
fortunate lands will be a constant challenge 
to the EU for the foreseeable future. This 
time Italy is in the hot seat. But it could as 
easily be the French, or even us (remember 
that uproar not so long ago over a few hun- 
dred Czech gypsies at Dover?). 

Thus the crisis illustrates some wider 
Euro-truths. One is that grand gestures tend 
to bump into unforeseen realities. So it will 
be with the single currency, and so it is with 
Schengen. Once again, the European can 
has been put before the horse. Only now is 
the realisation dawning that if free move- 
ment of people inside the ramparts of 
Fortress Europe is to embrace fleeing 
Kurds, desperate Albanians and terrified 
Algerians, as well as EU citizens - then the 
only way to avoid distortions is to have com- 
mon asylum laws and common welfare 
benefits for those who are allowed to stay. 

In the meantime though, Schengen offers 
a splendid opportunity to Britain to score 
brownie points during its six-month stint in 
the EU presidency. After the Kurdish fiasco, 
the case for Britain signing up is weaker than 
ever. But the case for “constructive prag- 
matism' 1 is overwhelming, have everything 
to gain from developing Schengen's provi- 
sions for cross-border police co-operation, 
to combat drugs and international crime. In- 
deed, this is central to the “Europe for the 
People” for which New Labour strives. Just 
as long as we don’t say, “I told you so." 


Situation critical: forget the CIA, 
send for the bankers 



While the lights burnt brightly in the Christmas White House, crisis meetings went on in the basement 



MARY 

DEJEVSKY 


ON THE NEW 
IMPERIALISM 


Long ago, when the collapse of 
the Soviet Union was fresh in 
political minds, it became fash- 
ionable to hail tbe end of his- 
tory. A different view, less 
celebrated but longer lived, 
foretold the continuation of ide- 
ological struggle by other 
means. Arms control, the 
thought ran - that arcane sci- 
ence which substituted for a 
barometer of international trust 
- would be replaced by trade 
regulation, another pseudo- 
science in which the small print 
was no less amenable to selfish 
manipulation. Politics would 
be subsumed in economics. 

Proponents of this scenario 
saw a gathering storm between 
the Linked States and the Eu- 
ropean llnion. the world’s two 
most advanced, internationally 
active and least complementary 
trade blocs, about the rules and 
regulations that would govern 
world trade. That storm simmers 
still and could yet break. But in 
the last months of the old year 
it was thoroughly eclipsed by 
what the US Secretary of State 
called in an unguarded mo- 
ment the risk of ‘Asian melt- 
down": a local crisis with global 
implications in which econom- 
ics and politics were insepara- 
ble. Nowhere was this more 
apparent than in Washington, 
from where efforts to limit the 
damage were coordinated 

At the headquarters of the 
World Bank and the Intcma- 
tionaJ Monetary Fund, lights 
burned late. Senior bankers 
and diplomats made secret vis- 
its to the afflicted countries: the 
most sensitive were to South 
Korea in the week before its 
government appealed for out- 
side help. In a textbook exer- 
cise in panic-suppression. US 
politicians remained in the 
background, aware that any- 
thing they said or did publicly 
could make a bad situation 
worse- The season was on their 
side: preoccupied with shop- 


ping, parties and the weather, 
people had other things on 
their mind. 

Behind the scenes, though, 
the politicians were not idle. At 
the White House, it transpires, 
Christmas parties alternated 
with crisis meetings in the 
Situation Room, the secure 
underground briefing centre 
endlessly reproduced in films as 
the world's emergency room. 
Six years before, the subject 
would have been the imminent 
demise of the Soviet Union. Tfen 
years before that, the Soviet in- 
vasion of Afghanistan, and so 
on back to the Cuban missile 
crisis and beyond. 

Last month’s meetings were 
also about the survival of the 
world as we know it. Only the 
nature of the ihreat was differ- 
ent. Where once the threat was 
military power, now the threat 
was economic vulnerability. At 
stake were jobs, living stan- 
dards. but also peace. What if 
South Korea's banks defaulted 
on their debts? What if Japan 
- the world's second largest 
economy after the US - followed 
suit? What if international in- 
stitutions ran out of money to 
cushion the fall? What would 
happen to the world trading sys- 
tem. to currencies and to the 
world’s most flourishing econ- 
omy, that of the US? 

in times past, the New York 
Tima observed, the walls of the 
Situation Room would have 
been hung with charts and 
maps: now there were televi- 
sion sets tuned to CNN and 


computerised economic mod- 
els. Then, the CIA's brightest 
and best would have come up 
from Langley to discuss their 
latest intelligence reports: now, 
there were financial consultants 
from JP Morgan. But the most 
senior figures from the de- 
partments of State and Defence 
were there too; bailing out 
Korean banks - or not - held 
implications for foreign rela- 
tions, for national security and 

- with the mood in North Ko- 
rea seemingly more volatile 
than for many years - interna- 
tional security as well. 

As ever, assembling the in- 
formation was only half the 
battle: interpretation and fore- 
casting were of the essence. It 
may be years before the deci- 
sions taken at these meetings 
can be fully assessed. They in- 
cluded agreement to work only 
through the IMF, to offer ad- 
ditional support (but not pri- 
mary) funding, to increase the 
initial amount pledged to Ko- 
rea, and to refuse, but then to 
permit -twice - emergency ad- 
vances from the promised loan. 

Questions about the effec- 
tiveness of US action have 
sLudded the American media 
since the onset of the Korean 
crisis, and while the main tu- 
mult may have been weathered 

- South Korea did not default, 
□or did Japan, and the IMF did 
not run out of money - the 
questions continue, and US 
experts remain divided. 

Optimists maintain that the 
US economy is so strong and the 


economic failures in Asia so well 
contained and so rein lively sim- 
ple to rectify that life will go on 
as before. Some believe that the 
chain of crises may even have 
been salutary in leaching prof- 
ligate governments, bankers and 
investors to be more circumspect, 
to observe the happy median be- 
tween the out-and-out free mar- 
ket and government regulation 
that the US itself observes. 

Pessimists, however, contend 
that the Asian crisis will rever- 
berate more widely and more 
strongly than has yet been ap- 
preciated and that the IIS econ- 
omy will be damaged, both from 
limitless obligations to bail-outs 
and from an influx of cheap 
Asian goods. Embedded in this 
view is fear that the medicine of 
stricter financial regulation pre- 
scribed by the US-dominated 
IMF could be inappropriate or 
even harmful to some Asian 
economies, including Korea’s. 
Economic collapse and civil un- 
rest could be the result. 

If the optimists are right, the 
world can breathe easy and 
adapt to the American rhythm. 
The US economic model that 
Americans like to describe as 
free-market capitalism (but 
which emails considerably 
more government regulation 
and subsidies than either term 
would suggest ) is vindicated and 
the ideological victory over 
communism has only to be 
consolidated in the economic 
arena. This was the view trum- 
peted by US officials before the 
Group of Seven summit in 


Denver last year. The Korean 
crisis, widely blamed on an ex- 
cess of free market and a short- 
age of democratic government, 
is its first real test. 

If even some of the pes- 
simists' concerns are borne 
out, however, certain truths 
that Americans have held lo be 
self-evident, at least for the past 
decade, could suddenly appear 
less so. There would be no rea- 
son wby other countries should 
feel obliged to follow the Amer- 
ican way of economics. The bor- 
der between government and 
free market Deed not be drawn 
always and everywhere pre- 
cisely where it is currently 
drawn in the US. And even if 
America's own prosperity were 
not seriously endangered, its alt- 
conquering post-cold war con- 
fidence could be. 

For now, Washington's lead- 
ing role behind the scenes of the 
IMF and the strict conditions 
that limit each Asian recipient’s 
freedom to govern have made 
the United States into a global 
economic patron, a sort of im- 
perial power for the new century. 
Already, though, the natives 
are growing restless. The Asian 
beneficiaries are resisting de- 
mands for economic rigour. 
The US right is vowing to block 
more money for the IMF. And 
at the point where economics 
and politics intersect, inviting the 
JP Morgans and their ilk into the 
Situation Room may not be 
the solution. For the new domi- 
nos of Asia, their power was part 
of the problem. 


The credit card people have just sent you a pair of scissors . . . 


JOHN 

WALSH 




Look at yourself. It’s early 
January and you are horribly 
short of money after the 
recent mandatory purchase of 
a half-life-size Scalextric 
Monaco Grand Prix 
(£498.99) and a complete set 
of Spice Girl Dolls (£21.99 
each) complete with fully- 
accessorised electric Union 
Jack Spicemobile (don’t ask). 
Having failed to penetrate 
tbe intricacies of the self- 
assessment tax form, you face 
paying the Inland Revenue a 
penalty of £100 at the end of 
the month. The bank are 
wondering, a little noisily, if 
your overdraft should really 
be creeping into five figures. 
Tbe credit card people have 
sent you a pair of scissors in 
the post. The great-aunt in 
Palm Springs, on whose 
i mmin ent demise and legacy 
you were pinning all hopes of 
affording a holiday this 
summer, has become more 
spry than ever and has gone 
snow-boarding in Aspen. A 
huge bailiff from tbe local 
council is on your doorstep, 
all pristine trainers and nasty 
haircut. What do you do? 

Do what they do in 
America. Go bankrupt. It’s a 
popular activity Stateside. 

The Visa people have just 
reported that 134 million 
Yanks declared themselves 
bankrupt last year. That's one 
person in 200, compared with 
the British figures of one in 
two thousand That means 

03 per cent of the whole 
American population put the 
financial shutters up on their 
lives, drew their own bottom 
line, cancelled most of their 


outstanding debts, and 
thumbed their noses at the 
IRS. It’s the biggest tbumbs- 
up for bankruptcy since the 
Depression, and probably 
beyond. And it’s happening, 
let me remind you. in the 
middle of a long American 
economic boom. 

The Visa people are tut- 
tutting about how 
irresponsibly their card- 
holders “are pursuing 
bankruptcy as a first option 
to solve their financial 
difficulty instead of as a last 
resort". But there's more to it 
than that. Bankruptcy is a 
form of existential heroism. 
Provided you aren’t saddled 
with a haff-paid-off mortgage, 
a wife and three kids, you can 
dissolve the entire fabric of 
your job, home and lifestyle, 
and relocate to New Jersey or 
Des Moines with a new 
“earning pattern” and the 
equivalent of a new identity. 
Americans, famously, feci no 
sense of stigma or shame 
about bankruptcy, while to 
English ears it sounds as 

glamorous as impotence or 

halitosis. But you know that, 
as with every American 
trend, this will change too. 
Soon we shall all be 
metaphorically pulling out 
our pockets, boasting about 
our lack of funds (“Went 
belly-up for 300 grand, ojd 
boy. Fancy a Wincamis?”) 
and decamping to Durham or 
Piddletrenthydc to start a 

new life. 

* 

Which brings us to Anthea 
Turner and her new 
inamorato, Mr Grant Bovey. 


Independent readers, who 
rarely lift their eyes from the 
pages of Gibbon's Decline 
and Fad of the Roman Empire 
long enough to register the 
existence of commercial 
television, may need to be 
told that Ms Turner is a 
slender, blonde, wholesome- 
looking person who is always 
photographed with her teeth 
clamped together, who used 
to front a breakfast news 
show with a pissed-off 
Ulsterman called Eamonn. 
hut gave it up in present 
listless light -enter la in men i 
shows called Fet Fower and 
AH Yiiu Need Is l.o iv. and will 
soon be alerting the nation 
on Saturday nights in the fact 
that they haven’t won the 
Lottery again. 

.-tiWiz/tyway. she left her 
retired DJ hushand and 
manager Peter Powell last 
week for the handsome hut 
shadowy Mr Bovey. and the 
revelation of their love has 
pitched the tabloid press into 
a fever ol indignation. Anne 
Robinson in the Liptro 
counselled the abandoned 
Mrs Bovey lo lose half a 
Slone and streak her hair. 
When Turner’s husband said 
he hoped his wife had a 
happy and fulfilling time with 
her new beau. Lynda I ve- 
Potter in the Mail crossly 
assured him that the wife 
didn't want his iindcrwindinu 
(you idiot): what she wanted 
was for him “to throw her 
over his shoulder, hissing 
through clenched manly 
teeth, ‘You're staying with 
me.' ” And The Sun dug 
around in Mr Bovev s past 


and claimed that his company 
had once owed money to, 
among others. Cuults Bank, 
the Nationwide Building 
Society’. Texaco Oil and Kerin 
Keegan. But why this 
animosity to a young woman 
who should, by rights, be the 
Nation’s Sweetheart? An 
answer may be found in the 
pages of the new 71 ‘ Times. 
where a precise and pre- 
adulterous Anthea sits pertly 
on a steamer trunk, as she 
dilates on her "clean living- 
image”. her lack of sex 
appeal, and her happiness 
with the epithet of “girl next 
door". The words "Proper 
Little Madam" fairly jump off 
the page at you. On the side 
of the steamer trunk, there’s 
a sticker hearing the words 
"Not Wanted on Vi wage”. 

You somehow know thaL. in 
Ms Turner's journey to the 
lop. almost anyone - 
husbands, grandmothers, 
colleagues - could all be 
accommodated inside it. 

* 

Now Twelfth Night has come 
and gone. 1 hesitate lo 
mention the C-word again, 
except to award a couple of 
marketing initiatives. Most 
Inept Seasonal 
Advertisement was a 
promotion in the windows of 
a leading chain of N.« rkshops 
that featured banners 
emblazoned with lire winds 
"Make somebody happy with 
a hook". They were 
illustrated b> a laughing face 
and the words “Ho Ho Ho!" 
Books, it implies, make you 
tail .thoui But tl you examine 
the banners, you note that 


one of the books pictured as 
uproarious fun is A People's 
Tragedy, Orlando Figes's vast 
history of the Russian 
Revolution, with its cover 
photograph of traumatised 
Georgian peasants. 

International Customer 
Relations Award goes to San 
Francisco Airport. Some 
friends who flew from there 
on Christmas Day report how 
they presented their 
Economy Class tickets at the 
check-in desk, and 
confidently assumed (given 
the day they were flying) they 
would be upgraded to First 
Class. But then about 50 
other seasonal travellers 
turned up for the same flight, 
having likewise decided to fly 
when nobody else was doing 
so, all similarly keen to be 
upgraded. Bui First Class 
was almost full. There was 
one scat available. Who 
would gel the free 
champagne and the personal 
massage? The management 
thought about it, and called 
ihe passengers together. 
‘‘Come back at 4pm with a 
prepared carol," they said, 
‘‘and whoever sings tbe best 
will gel the seal". Dofe 
himself would be pushed to 
capture the Purgatory of 
karaoke warblings that rang 
round the bureaux de change 
and the luggage carousels. A 
Japanese bloke finally won 
the seal with an impassioned 
aria by, 1 believe. Verdi. 

Those who'd struggled 
through all of “Hark the 
Herald .Angels Sing" were 
understandably (and 
unseasonably) hacked off. 
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offers mstant relief: 




Your finances can often get a little complicated at this rime 
of year. The interest you are paying on your credit cards, store 
cards and overdraft can all add up. Relief is at hand. Pav them all 
off with one simple loan from Hamilton Direct Bank. You’ll 
enjoy the convenience of just one monthly repayment and these 
impressive races of tmeresn 

12.5% APR - £ 10,000 15.5% APR - am » 4.999 

14.5% APR - £5.000 to £P,gpn 16.5% APR -£500 to 

Phone us today 

if you are over 24, have a current account 
and earn £15,000 p.a. or more: 

0800 30 3000 

quoting reference 93812/008N 


[Hamilton 

Direct Batik 
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Gambling industry 
deregulation is 
shelved indefinitely 


The Government has delayed 
plans to deregulate the casino and 
betting industry indefinitely 
Andrew Yates reports on a move 
that could cost the gambling 
industry hundreds of millions of 
pounds. 

The Home Office is understood to have 
postponed plans to introduce legislation 
which would have allowed casinos and bet- 
ting shops to attract customers by i nstalling 
more gaming machines. The proposals are 
unlikely to be adopted for several years at 
least, according to industry sources. Sim- 
ilarly plans to increase the number of 
casinos around the country by granting up 
to 25 new licences in provincial towns and 
cities are believed to have been shelved for 
the foreseeable future. 

A question mark is also banging over 
a number of other industry reforms which 
had been due to be introduced in a new 
government bill within the next few 
months. These indude allowing punters to 
become a member of a casino by post, Un- 
der the- current system customers are 
forced to apply In person. 

The industry has been lobbying lo be 
allowed some form of limited advertising. 
At present casinos are prevented from ad- 
vertising or even listing their name in the 
phone book. However this measure could 
also be put on the back-burner along with 
proposals to allow customers to join a group 
of casinos by making just one application. 

Before the election Labour Party offi- 
cials told industry chiefs that it was keen 
to push ahead with the gaming deregula- 
tion programme that had been put in train 
by the Conservative a dminis tration. But 
since then it has dragged its feet and failed 
to announce the adoption of any new mea- 
sures. New there are growing fears through- 
out the betting industry that the Home 
Office is poised to make a policy U-turn. 

Otie source said: “The government 
has other priorities at the moment with a 
heavy legislative programme. Gambling 
deregulation is hardly a vote winner and 
it will be swept under the carpet for the time 
being or possibly for ever." 


the number of gaming machines permitted 
in casinos from two to six and fixed Ihe max- 
imum jackpot at £250. The idea was even- 
tually to allow three machines per gaming 
table with unlimited stakes and pay outs. 

T\vo slot machines were also permitted 
in betting shops with payouts of up to £10. 
Hopes of further machines appear to 
have been dashed. 

The delays will have wide-scale finan- 
cial repercussions for betting groups. 
Bruce Jones, a leisure analysts at Merrill 
Lynch, the Gty brokers, estimates that de- 
lays to gaming deregulation will cost com- 
panies milli ons of pounds of profits. The 
introduction of more gaming machines 
alone could have increased the profits at 
Stanley Leisure by a half, Stakis by a fifth 
and London Clubs International (LC1) by 
IS per cent “The introduction of gaming 
machines was the big prize for the indus- 
try,” said Mr Jones. 

The prospects of further delays have 
prompted an outcry from the betting in- 
dustry yesterday. Alan Goodenough. bead 
of LCT, one of the biggest casino opera- 
tors in the country, but be said he was bit- 
terly disappointed by the continued delays. 
“On the face of it the Government has a 
wifi lo deregulate the industry but behind 
the scenes I am not quite so sure. The sit- 
uation is a nonsense and is evidence of 
mollycoddling by a nanny state." 

The delays may force casino operators 
such as LCI look overseas for expansion 
opportunities. “The fact of the matter is 
that we are a mile off the international pace. 
This could take a lot of business overseas 
and this decision could damage the econ- 
omy of the country and the tourist indus- 
try,” said Mr Goodenough. 

However the move was welcomed by 
anti-gambling pressure groups and by 
charities which have already seen revenues 
eroded by the National Lottery. 

Even if gaining deregulation Is even- 
tually adopted, the industry will probably 
have to accept watered down proposals. 

The Home Office said yesterday that the 
deregulation of the gaining industry was still 
under consideration but refused to com- 
ment on whether immediate plans had been 
shelved. 



A total of 3.4 million people - 37 per cent of the 
taxpayers - face fines of £100 each if they do not return 
their forms by the end of the month, ytelcfing the 
Treasury up to £340m, it emerged yesterday. Rory 
McGrath, the comedian (above), joined Hector the Tax 
Inspector in urging self-employed taxpayers to return 
their forms and tax payments by 31 January. Surcharges 


for late payment will also begin after that date. However, 
Revenue officials insisted that 90 per cent of the remaining 
forms were due from accountants and tax agents, who 

always returned clients’ forms at the last minute. So far 5.6 
mOGon of the 9 million returns have been completed and 
(Bed with the tax inspectors, as of 31 December. 

Photograph: Christian Schwetz 


Coal could 
face tougher 
pollution 
targets 

The coal industry was dealt another 
severe blow yesterday after the Envi- 
ronment Agency called for much tougher 
pollution reduction targets for coal-fired 
power stations. 

The new move would see the deadline 
for cuts in sulphur dioxide emissions from 
power stations brought forward from 2005 
to 2001 . The existing target, set two years 
ago, was for a cut of 84 per cent in sul- 
phur e miss ions, compared with 1991 
levels. The reduction was needed to 
comply with a much tougher government 
strategy for improving air quality. 

The targets mean sulphur emissions 
would have fallen from 2 3 million tonnes 
in 1991 to 500,000 tonnes in 2001. In ad- 
dition. the agency is pressing for a fur- 
ther reduction in emissions to just 365 JXX) 
tonnes. Almost all the sulphur dioxide 
emitted from the power industry is pro- 
duced from coal generation. 

A consultation paper released by the 
agency yesterday argued that pollution 
from coal-fired power stations had 
dropped much foster than expected, large- 
ly because of the “dash for gas" and the 
extended operating life of older Magnox 
nuclear stations. As a result, less electricity 
would be needed from the remaining coal- 
fired stations than was predicted when the 
targets were approved in March 1996. 

The agency insisted the targets would 
not mean excessive extra costs for gen- 
erators. “We have taken into account the 
costs for the in das fry. These numbers 
haven't just been plucked out of the air. 
They arc realistic,” said a spokesman. 

However coal generating stations 
might have to install desulptmrisation 
equipment, currently fitted to just two 
power stations, to comply with the tar- 
gets. Another possibility was for gener- 
ators to bum lower-sulphur coal, which 
could encourage the industiy to buy more 
supplies from abroad. British coal tends 
to have a higher sulphur content. 

The proposals put further pressure on 
ministers as they grapple with the coal 
crisis. RIB Mining, the largest coal pro- 
ducer, faces a drop of around half in de- 
mand from generators when long-term 
contracts expire at the end of March. 

~ Chris Godsmark 
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Savings proposals under fresh attack 


Asian turmoil hits 
HK conglomerate 


The Government 
yesterday came under 
renewed attack over the 
proposed individual 
savings account, as the 
financial services industry 
accused it of glossing 
over the vital issue of 
protection for the very 
people it wants to 
encourage. Andrew Verity 
reports on complaints 
that the proposals would 
turn supermarket check- 
out staff into unqualified 
financial advisers. 

The country's leading savings 
companies yesterday unani- 
mously came out to warn that the 
individual savings account de- 
signed ro replace Ftps will not 
work for Icrw-income savers. 


TTi^ warned that regulation 
of the product has been so 
poorly thought-out that super- 
market till staff would be faced 
with the same daunting re- 
sponsibilities as qualified 
financial advisers. 

The proposals are designed 
to gjve savers a low-cost, tax- 
efficient account which can 
hold up to £1,000 in cash, 
£1,000 in life insurance or 
£5,000 in collective investments 
such as unit trusts. Initially, ob- 
jections focused on the pro- 
posed lifetime limit of £50,000 
on contributions to the ac- 
count. But the savings indusny 
has become increasingly fright- 
ened that low-income savers 
will be left unprotected. 

Directors of the companies 
said the complexity of the prod- 
uct was totally incompatible 
with unregulated selling 
through outlets such as Tesoo. 
They warned that the propos- 


als meant it would be sold by 
unqualified personnel with no 
protection against a bad sale. 

A Treasury spokeswoman 
said she was unable to comment 
before 31 January, when con- 
sultation is due to end. 

David Mossop, chief execu- 
tive of Perpetual, the UK's 
largest Pep provider, said: “Is 
someone who is 16. on the cash 
till at Sainsbury’s, going to be 
trained to the same level of 
competence as a professional ad- 
viser? Is the girl going to say. ‘In- 
vest £5j000 in equities with us and 
we’ll give you half price on your 
Christmas turkey?' The idea 
that this thing can be sold effec- 
tively with proper consumer pro- 
tection is pie in the sky." 

Currently, life insurance 
and unit trusts are sold under 
strict rules which insist cus- 
tomers must be given best ad- 
vice by qualified sales people, 
while cash deposits are more 


lightly regulated. The Govern- 
ment proposes to create a 
hybrid product with one foot in 
each regime. 

The industry fears that 
savers could be encouraged to 
put money on deposit at a 
supermarket or elsewhere, only 
lo find they had barred them- 
selves from investing more than 
£1,000 - or from putting Iheir 
money in oLher investments 
with hetter returns. Further, the 
complexity of the product will 
sharply increase costs. 

Tom King, group director of 
Standard Life, the country's 
largest mutual life msurcr. said: 
“You couid make a decision at 
a supermarket that will affect 
your ability to invest elsewhere 
in the long-term, when good ad- 
vice would be to discuss other 
investments. The Government 
wants a low-cost product to 
which the public will have easy 
access - and this isn't it." 


the bidding frenzy- for MCI 
with a S2Sbn all-cash offer. 
The hid remains on the table, 
though WorldCom raised its 
offer from $30 bn to S37hn last 
November, enough to persuade 
the MCI board to recommend 
the deal to shareholders. 

Mr Masin said there was still 
a possibility that WorldCom s 
bid would fall foul of US regu- 
lators, or that its share-price 
would drop, reducing the price 
paid to MCI’s investors. 

- Chris Godsmark 


The Asian markets turmoil last 
night looked poised to lake its 
toll on one of the region's 
fastest growing finance con- 
glomerates, Peregrine Invest- 
ments Holdings. Shares in the 
company were suspended yes- 
terday as it was revealed lhai 
the Zurich Group, the insur- 
ance gianL, was reconsidering its 
offer to lake a 24 per cent stake 
in Peregrine. 

There was speculation in 
Hong Kong that Zurich might 
walk away from the $3 Mm 
(£1 22m) deal which could leave 
Peregrine in serious difficulty. 
The Hong Kong company has 
admitted to heavy losses as a re- 
sult of the sharp downturn in 
Asian markets. It has recently 
been embroiled in well publi- 
cised difficulties in Indonesia, 
Vietnam and Burma. Peregrine 
is trying to sell one-lhird of its 
equity to outside investors, 
including Zurich. 

The company promises to 
make an announcement on the 
situation today, but yesterday 
said only that the renegotiation 
with Zurich was related to "the 
continuing decline in South-east 
Asian currency markets and the 
recent downgrading of the 
credit ratings of Indonesia and 
South Korea". 

The Asian currency melt- 
down gathered pace yesterday, 
led by a plunge in the Indone- 
sian rupiah. The Indonesia cur- 
rency crashed 15 per cent at one 
point in yesterday's trading 
before ending the day with an 1 1 
per cent fall. There is now a con- 


sensus in the region that In- 
donesia will emerge as the most 
affected of a group of econom- 
ically troubled .Asian nations. 

This feeling gathered 
strength in the wake of Tues- 
day's budget, dubbed by ana- 
lysts as the "denial budget" 
because it contained astonish- 
ingly unrealistic assumptions, 
including a projection of 4 per 
cent economic growth and an 
exchange rale against the US 
dollar of 4.000 rupiah. The 
rupiah stood at 8,100 to the 
dollar yesterday. 

The fear now is that the 
Indonesian government will sim- 
ply declare a debt moratorium, 
turning its back on loan repay- 
ments with the same disregard 
it has shown for adherence to the 
lams of the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) rescue pack- 
age. The IMF. in turn, is reported 
to be looking again at the release 
of farther funds to Indonesia. 

The close connections be- 
tween President Suharto's fam- 
ily and many of the private 
Indonesian companies most 
likely to default, adds to the 
complications of achieving the 
kind of sweeping reforms nec- 
essary to revive the economy. 

On the other hand, the 
IMF’s remedies effectively call 
for mass unemployment and 
corporate closures which could 
trigger social unrest, symptoms 
already bubbling to the surface 
with an outbreak of rioting in 
Bandung, one of the countries 
big cities. 

- Stephen Vines 


GTE puts a spanner in the wheel of WorldCom’s MCI bid 


Tbc J37bn takeover bid for 
MCI, the US long distance 
phones gianL by WorldCom is 
facing new hurdles, it emerged 
yesterday, following a com- 
plaint to regulators by GTE, the 
phones group which lost out in 
a three-way offer battle. 

The objection to the deal, 
made this week, came as GTE 
revealed plans to expand its 
operations in Europe and raised 
the prospects of an alliance 
with British Telecom, which 
also saw its plans to merge 


with MCI collapse last year 
after the higher bid approach by 
W orldC om. 

GTE made dear that it hoped 
to expand its relationship with BT 
regardless of the outcome of the 
World Com bid for MCI. Had 
GTE wnon the bid, it would have 
cemented a dose partner ship 
with BT though GTE said three- 

way merger talks were not seri- 
ously contemplated. 

Mike Masin, Gi t’s vice 
chairman responsible for in- 
ternational strategy, said: “We’d 


like to continue to build the re- 
lationship with BT.” 

GTE, the third largest tele- 
coms business in the US, said it 
had raised objections to the 
WorldCom link-up with MCI 
with the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, the regulator. 

Mr Masin said the group had 
“expressed certain reserva- 
tions,” including the possibility 
that WorldCom could use its 
dominance to raise wholesale 
line charges to other operators. 

GTE last summer entered 


Complaints prompt Stock Exchange to think again on membership of IT index 


The Slock Exchange is to reconsider the mem- 
bership of its new information technology index 
following complaints from companies who have 
been left out. At least three firms are wri ting to 
FTSE International, the agency which adminis- 
ters the Exchange indices, to argue for their in- 
clusion in the sector. 

Meanwhile, the committee which considers 
sector classifications is to review the definition 
of the sector when it next meets in March. The 
current definition includes IT consultants and 
software distributors, but leaves out manufac- 
turers of computer hardware. This means that 
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Psion - the hand-held computer maker which is 
arguably Britain's roost successful hi-lcch com- 
pany- is not parr of the index. 

This has surprised investors, since the origi- 
nal reason for setting up the sector was to help 
international investors spot British high-tech 
firms. “I don't think it’s been terribly well 
thought through,” one observer remarked. 

Videologic, the computer chip designer which 
has also been excluded from the index, plans to 
press its case with FTSE International. “The key 
is to include companies who create intellectu- 
al property,” said the finance director, Trevor 
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Selby. “Wc think we’re prime candidates." 

Other companies which want to be part of ihe 
index are computer memory distributors Ideal 
Hardware and Datrontech. Advisers lo both com- 
panies are planning to submit applications for 
them to join. FTSE International admits that the 
sector was created in a hurry. “We wanted to do 
something before the end of the year,” a 
spokesman said. Due to the pressure that ad- 
justments put on financial information providers, 
sectors are only reviewed once a year. 

FTSE International is keen to change the de- 
finition of the sector to include firms like Psion. 

■m g • 
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But it wants lo do so without including manu- 
facturers which assemble imported components. 
“The definition needs to be kept fairly light," the 
spokesman said. Even though share prices in the 
index's members have risen sharply since its cre- 
ation was announced, not all companies are 
desperate to join. The IT recruitment firm 
CRT which was also left out, is dismissive. 

Karl Chapman, the chief executive, said: “At 
the end of the day your share price is a function 
of profits and cash flow, not the stock market 
sector you're in.” 

- Peter Thai Larsen 
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a Don’t worry; the gold price means nothing 



OUTLOOK 


ON WHY THE GOLD PRJCE 
ISN'T FALLING. BONUS 
CUTTING AMONG 
LIFE-ASSURANCE 
COMPANIES. AND 
ANOTHER YEAR OF 
TURMOIL FOR THE RECs 


What a dreadful lime for gold bugs. Or 
* it? The price of gold, it is often said, is 
in the eye of the beholder and never more 
so than new. While the headlines here and 
in the US scream that the gold price has 
hit an 18 year low, portending the start 
of a new age of deflation, that is far from 
the view in large parts of the rest of the 
world. Certainly the idea of the gold price 
as an indicator of what might happen in 
the wider economy is nonsense. A bar of 
gold is an entirely inert thing; its price tells 
you nothing about anything except sup- 
ply and demand. 

Right now. the price of gold depends 
very much on your location. This is because 
gold is denominated in dollars and over the 
past year, the dollar has been one of the 
world's strongest currencies. The US might 
like to think of itself as the centre of the 
world, but in terms of population, it’s noth- 
ing special. If you happen to live in South 
Korea, Thailand or Indonesia, the price of 
gold is not at a new low at all; in local cur- 
rency terms it is in fact at an all time high. 

Furthermore, outside the US and Eu- 
rope there is a radically different view of 
the intrinsic value of this strangely be- 
having metal. In India, the largest buyer 
of bullion last year, runaway demand for 
gold is in part being caused by the fear that 
the Indian Rupee might go the same way 
as the Korean Won. In this country at least, 
the ancient attributes of gold as something 
that holds its value through thick and thin 
still very much hold good. 

As it does too in countries where banks 
have come to be seen as unsafe places to 


hold your cash. In South Korea, gold has 
performed better than almost any other in- 
vestment, proving its credentials beyond any 
doubt as a safe haven in times of trouble. 
Moreover, even if it were possible to buy 
dollars with Korea Worts, most Koreans 
have grown wary of anything that needs to 
be held in something as unreliable as a bank. 

So here we have a very different view 
of gold, one that continues lo view it as a 
reliable store of value. Precisely what is caus- 
ing it lo drop in dollar terms right now is 
certainly a curiosity. Demand for gold last 
year reached an all lime high and there is 
evidence that the low gold price might cause 
a contraction in supply as mines arc moth- 
balled or dosed. Theoretically, the price 
Should be rising. Against this, however, is 
Lhe continued threat of large scale gold sales 
by centra] banks from reserves. That’s 
caused a collapse in sentiment and prompt- 
ed many traders to take out short posit ions. 

Longer term there is no reason to be- 
lieve the gold price will continue plum- 
meting into the depths. Those who take this 
view do so largely on the grounds that be- 
cause the gold price has done well in in- 
flationary times, it must correspondingly do 
badly if prices are Jailing Wrong Apart from 
anything else, gold is not on lhe evidence 
a particularly good hedge against inflation. 
Its real - that is, inflation-adjusted - price 
has been gently fulling lor the past 20 years. 

Nor would it be right to view its pre- 
sent, relatively low. dollar price as a 
dear deflationary signal. Gold Is quite un- 
like most other commodities. Its purpose 
is often a purely decorative one. Elsewhere 


in the commodities markets, there isn't 
much evidence of deflation. And in any 
case, commodity prices rarely make good 
forward indicators. If you are not hold- 
ing gold, don't worry about it The collapse 
in its dollar price means nothing at all. 

Bad news for 
life assurance 

Mysterious stuff, life assurance. If you 
bought a with profits policy in the mid 
1980s. chances are you were quoted some 
impressive estimated maturity values. 
Unfortunately, these would almost cer- 
tainly have been based on the heady an- 
nual bonus levels then being declared. If 
you've still got the estimate, look it up. be- 
cause you are not going to get anything 
like as much as they said. 

Several life assurance companies have 
already announced sharp cuts in rever- 
sionary bonuses this week and most oth- 
ers will be following suit shortly. How can 
this be? After all. the slock market had 
another record year last year. 

Lamentably, it doesn't work like that. 
Throughout most of the 1990s overall rates 
of return, both on equities and bonds have 
been falling. It's our old friend deflation 
once more. Most life companies have des- 
perately been trying to ignore this painful 
reality, digging into their free assets in an 
effort to keep bonuses high so as better 
to market their life policies. Then last year, 
there was a particularly big drop in returns 
on gilts, exacerbated hy the removal of the 


tax credit on equity dividends. The mo- 
ment of truth has now arrived. 

Defenders of this old fashioned, pa- 
ternalistic way of saving say it doesn’t re- 
ally matter. Lower returns are merely a 
reflection of lower rates of i nfla tion, and 
in real terms the punter will end up with 
just as much money as he was quoted in 
the 1980s, when it was assumed inflation 
would remain high. 

What's more, the annual bonus, decided 
by actuaries on the basis of what they think 
fair and reasonable, is what makes with 
profits life assurance different from unit 
linked forms of saving. It raav be that life 
companies are now being Loo conservative 
in iheir bonus policy. If this proves to be 
the case, it will be reflected in more gen- 
erous terminal bonuses when policies ma- 
ture. Over the life time of the policy, the 
peaks and troughs are ironed ouL 

As even the industry's most die hard sup- 
porters concede, however, at a time when 
bonuses are being cut. it is hard to make 
people understand these merits. There will 
always be a sizeable market for with prof- 
its life assurance, buL the latest round of 
bonus cuts will do nothing to enhance the 
already dented reputation of this opaque 
and sometimes fuddy daddy old industry. 

Get a move on 
Margaret Beckett 

While the Government dithers about the 
future shape of the electricity industry 
events across the Atlantic look like forc- 


ing the issue. Just before Christmas two 
of the biggest US power groups, Ameri- 
can Electric Power (AEP) and Central and 
South West (CSW) revealed £4bn merg- 
er plans. Unfortunately for officials at the 
Department of Trade and Industry, who 
are already busy grappling with the review 
of utility regulation, the US deal also 
threatens to bring about the first merger 
of British regional electricity companies 
( RECs). AEP owns 5(1 per cent of York- 
shire Electricity, while CSW owns See- 
board, one of the earliest REC takeovers. 

Though the merged American parent 
companies could obviously dispose of one 
or other of these British interests if thaL's 
what regulators demanded, they would 
certainly like to keep both of them and 
pool their resources. If this were allowed 
it would kick-start a host of other REC 
mergers, predicted for so long by indus- 
try insiders but resisted by the industry reg- 
ulator. Stephen Litilechild at Offer. 

All in all, the whole thing looks like a 
pretty unwelcome Christmas present for 
the DTI, which is already under intense 
pressure from Ed W allis at PowerGen to 
let generators buy RECs. With pressure 
now mounting from the US, it is time for 
the government to make some difficult de- 
cisions. The sooner the DTI outlines its 
vision foT the industry the better for all. 
The industry will be better able to judge 
whether consolida lion makes commercial 
sense and regulators will he belter placed 
to deride whether customers would he 
harmed by it. Get a move on Margaret 
Beckett. 


City predicts no early move on 
rates despite service sector boom 


As the Bank of England’s 
Monetary Policy 
Committee started its 
first meeting of the new 
year yesterday, a new 
survey showed one part 
of the economy, 
services,-is still booming. 

But City experts 
stuck to the view that 
the Bank would save the 
next rise in interest 
rates until February. 
Diane Coyle, Economics 
Editor, reports. 

In sharp contrast to the subdued 
state of manufacturing, the ser- 
vice industries continued to 
boom last month. Output and 
orders were up, as were em- 
ployment and prices charged, 
and the expansion would have 
been even faster but for chron- 
ic shortages of skilled labour. 


The activity index for services 
reported by Lhe Chartered In- 
stitute of Purchasing and Sup- 
ply rose slightly to 57.6 from 575 
in November. It pointed to a 
pace of growth less than the 
heights readied during the sum- 
mer but still very robust. 

The results came as a bit of 
a surprise to economists, who 
generally expect the economy 
to show pronounced signs of a 
slowdown before long. The 
survey came as a reminder 
that the economic picture is 
very mixed. 

Even so, the signs of 
strength in the service industries 
are not expected to persuade 
the Monetary Policy Commit- 
tee to raise the cost of bor- 
rowing today, at the end of its 
two-day meeting. On the other 
hand, the Bank is thought likely 
to make that move next month 
unless official figures signal 
meanwhile that a derisive slow- 
down in growth is under way. 

Stephen Lewis, chief econ- 


Guinness to create 


£350m business 
park in London 


Guinness yesterday unveiled 
plans to create a £35Qm busi- 
ness park next to its famous 
Park Royal brewery in north- 
west London^ which will create 
5,000 new jobs. 

The scheme involves creat- 
ing offices with underground 
parking. Bars and a health and 
fitness centre will be built along 
with new housing. Guinness’s 
brewing arm will also get a new 
headquarters building as part 
of Lhe plan. ; " 

Guinness has teamed up 
with London and. Regional 
Properties to renovate the 60- 
acre site. 

The proposals also envisage 
a new underground and bus in- 
terchange station to link the ex- 
isting Piccadilly and Central 
lines and local buses, while a 
new road access off the A40 is 
also planned. Construction, 
work is expected to start in 


early 1999, with completion 
scheduled for 2006. 

Guinness first opened the 
Park Royal brewery in 1936 to 
work alongside its main site in 
Dublin. 

The move is the latest chap- 
ter in the transformation of 
Guinness under Tbny Greener, 
its chairman. Mr Greener re- 
cently orchestrated a merger 
with Grand Metropolitan to 
create Diageo, the biggest 
drinks group in the world. 

Mr Greener and John Mc- 
Grath. his counterpart at 
Grand Metropolitan, have re- 
cently embarked on the process 
of restructuring the combined 
group’s spirits division, a 
process which is likely to take 
at least six months and lead to 
more than 2,000 job losses 
around the world. 

In a separate move, Guin- 
ness divulged plans for a new 


oraist at Monument Deriva- 
tives, said: “Evidence that the 
UK economy is already slow- 
ing is far from conclusive." He 
predicted the Bank would stick 
to its “better safe than sorry” 
view, and increase interest rates 
in February from the current 
level of 7.25 per cent. 

The 500 companies surveyed 
by the CEPS said new business 
had increased strongly from 
58.0 in November to 60.9, the 
biggest jump since May. with the 
strongest growth in business 
-services.- Their backlog of un- 
finished work increased for the 
third month running. 

Employment in services 
climbed for the ISth consecu- 
tive month as firms tried to in- 
crease their capacity to meet the 
demand. The report com- 
mented: “Firms widely report- 
ed skill shortages as a constraint 
to further expanding capacity.” 

Not surprisingly, the pres- 
sure on wages and salaries, 
also up for the 18th month in 


succession, sent prices charged 
to customers higher too. The 
average prices index rose from 
50 - a level indicating as many 
price cuts as increases - to 53. 1. 

David Hillicr.an economist 
at Barclays CapitaL said the fact 
that businesses in the sector 
were passing on their increased 
costs was the most important 
feature of the survey. He said: 
"The inflation numbers will 
slip away from the Bank over 
the next few months.” 

Another natural result was 
that the respondents reported 
a big improvement in their op- 
timism about future business. 
More than two- thirds said they 
expected their level of business 
to increase during the next 12 
months, while only o per cent 
expected growth to slow. 

Peter Thomson, director 
general of the CIPS, said: 
“Growl h in the service sector 
still remains strong enough to 
generate concerns over capac- 
ity constraints." 



Tony Greener: Orchestrating a transformation of Guinness 


marketing strategy in an at- 
tempt to woo younger drinkers 
to its famous black beer. 

The company, which en- 
joys an 83 per cent share of the 
UK stout market, is looking to 
expand the market by targeting 
20 to 25-year-olds via music 
festivals, comedy clubs and 
sporting events such as surfing. 

Sponsorship deals Guinness 
has entered into Include the 


Fleadh festival of Irish music in 
London and a chain ■»! comedy 
clubs called Jongleurs. 

"Our core drinket is aged 
25-35. but wc are quite weak in 
the 20 to 25 -year-old age 
group." said Jeremy Probe rl. 
brand publicity manager for 
Guinness. “One way of hitting 
those people is through music. 

comedy and sport." 

- Andrew Yates 


Courtaulds settles patent dispute with Austrian group 


Cburtaulds, the chemicals com- 
pany. has finally settled its long- 
running patent dispute with 
Austrian group Lenzmg over 
the lyocell fibre. The affair has 
been dragging on four years, 
since Lenziog first accused 
Courtaulds of patent infringe- 
ment. Courtaulds revealed that 
the dispute had cost it £5m- 
£10m, mostly in legal fees. 

Yesterday the two compa- 
nies agreed to cross-license 
each other on a royalty-free 
basis on all products related lo 


lyocelL Courtaulds uses the 
fibre to make Tencel, a robust, 
silky material used for suits and 
other garments. 

No compensation has been 
paid by either side and both 
companies will now be free to 
manufacture and sell lyocell 
anywhere in the world withoul 
restriction. The two companies 
had battled since 1993 in US 
and European courts over 
patents boLh hold on lyocell. 

The company described the 
agreement as “an honourable 


score draw” that would enable 
both sides to develop the 
market for the fibre. 

Courtaulds opened a $90m 
Tencel plant in Alabama in 
1992. A further plant opened 
m the same location in 1 996. A 
Tencel factory in Grimsby is ex- 
pected to open later this year. 

Lyocell is produced from the 
natural cellulose of woodpulp- 
Courtaulds says the fabric's 
qualities include its strength, 
colour intensity and low shrink- 
age during cleaning. 


Analysis said the settlement 
was a positive step lor both 
companies and would allow 
them 10 concentrate on 

building a market tor what is 
now a niche produel >old 
mainly by the two eomp.mie.s. 
dwarfed by the much larger 
market lor acrylic and rayon 
fibres. 

Courtaulds shares rose .is 
much as 3p to 2V5p in early 
trading before easing hack lo 
29tlp. 

- Nigel Cope 


US subsidiary of BAT cited in ‘high-nicotine’ investigation 


A criminal investigation into the 
US tobacco industry touched 
Brown & Williamson, a sub- 
sidiary of BAE the British tobacco 
giant for the first time after 
charges were filed against a 
biotechnology 5rm for hs work on 
developing a high -nicotine leaf 
In a new twist in a three-year- 
old investigation, the Justice 
Department said yesterday that 
DNA Plant "Technology C« »rp of 
California had been formally 
charged because of its involve- 
ment in a tobacco company's at- 
tempts to raise tobacco plants 
with unusually high nicotine 
yields on farms in Brazil. Offi- 


cials at the Department said the 
company involved was Brown & 
Williamson, America's third 
largest cigarette maker. While no 
charges were filed against B&W 
itself, the company is an unin- 
dicted co-conspirator, they said. 

Government investigators 
have long suspected that B& W 
was attempting between 1984 
and 1991 to develop the new 
plants in the hope of using them 
to manipulate nicotine levels - 
and therefore addiction rates - 
in the US market. Any such pro- 
ject could not legally have been 
undertaken on American soiL 

DNA Plant Technology. 


which has already pleaded lo a 
misdemeanour and pledged to 
co-operate with the inquiry, is 
specifically charged with 
exporting seeds from the US to 
Brazil for the experiments 
without appropriate licences. 

The announcement comes as 
a further embarrassment to Ken- 
tucky-based B&W as the entire 
industry awaits congressional 
action later this year on the 
S368bn (£224bn ) tobacco health- 
costs settlement negotiated dur- 
ing 1997 between the cigarette 
companies and atiomeysgeneral 
of some 30 US states. 

The Justice Department be- 


lieves that B&W was especially 
enthusiastic about a new tobac- 
co plant type that it codenamed 
Y-l. The variety would appar- 
ently have contained a nicotine 
level of 6 per cent, or roughly 
twice the level that is normally 
found in flue-cured tobacco. 

Officials said that when evi- 
dence first surfaced about the 
Brazilian project, DNA Plant 
Technology lied to the Food and 
Drug Administration in 1994 
about the contract that had been 
signed between itself and Brown 
& Williamson as well as about 
the export of the tobacco seeds. 
. .. . : iii'.- .■ ,r-.David. Usbornc 
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AG Barr: At a glance 

Market value: £B8.2m, share price 451p (+12.5p) 


Five-year record 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Turnover (£m) 

879 

88.0 

101.2 

103.1 

110.3 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 

4.1 

6.6 

4.6 

5.0 

10.8 

Earnings per share (p) 

15.5 

23.8 

153 

18.4 

38.5 

Dividends per share (p) 

6.5 

7.8 

8.2 

8.65 

11 


Gearing 

% 


50- 


Share price 

Pence 

460 
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IT euphoria is 
unlikely to last 

December was a great month for in- 
formation technology (IT) stocks. When 
the Stock Exchange announced plans to 
qjve Britain's booming IT sector its own 
index, investors piled in. In Eve weeks 
shares in three of the sector's largest con- 
stituents - Serna. CMG and Logica - 
have all risen by more than 15 percent 

This euphoria looks unlikely to last. 
After all, the rise is down to investors 
adjusting their holdings to the sector. 
Currently a subdivision of the catch-all 
Support Services group, IT stocks will 
have their own sector once their com- 
bined value is large enough — proba- 
bly at the end of this year. That means 
institutional investors need an exposure 
to the stocks, and judging by the recent 
scramble most were horribly under- 
weight. The largest, most liquid stocks 
have enjoyed the biggest rises. 

But valuations are looking 
stretched. CMG currently trades on a 
multiple of 36 times 1998 earnings, 
while Serna gels a multiple of 34. FI 
Group, buoyed by its recent Indian 
acquisition, is awarded un even more 
fancy rating. Even taking into account 
phenomenal growth, fuelled by the mil- 
lennium bomb and the introduction of 
a single currency, this looks overdone. 

"[Tie problem is that IT consultancies' 
growth is limited by bow much staff they 
can bring in. and recruitment is getting 
desperate. Schemes to guarantee any- 
one who passes a degree course a job, 
or to recruit unskilled workers and train 
them, may plug the gap for a while. 
Sooner or later, however, firms will have 
to start delaying contracts because they 
can't get the staff. If anything, these pres- 
sures will be worse this year than last 
summer, when staff shortages prompted 
Logica to issue a profit warning. 

Perhaps the software companies like 
Misys, Sage and Micro Focus offer 
better value? True, ratings are mar- 
ginally more modest and growth not so 
vulnerable to staff factors. Even so. p/e 
multiples in the mid-ills hardly offer 
much scope for out performance. 

Bargain-hunting investors may 
prefer to sniff out some of the sector's 


smaller constituents, who have seen less 
of a rise and offer better value. There 
is also value to be had elsewhere in Sup- 
port Services, which is one of our 
favoured sectors for 1998 . But haring 
welcomed (he creation of an IT sector, 
investors should probably now avoid it. 

AG Barr success 
story continues 

AG Barr is hardly the most forthcom- 
ing of companies when it comes to re- 
leasing financial information. The 
Glasgow-based drinks group, which 
makes Irn-Bru, Tizer and Orangjna. re- 
leases only a single page of financial 
statistics to accompany its results and 
makes investors wait for the annual 
report for any more. 


Still given the recent performance 
of the shares there arc unlikely to be 
any complaints. The stock has jumped 
from 320p at the beginning oflasl year 
to 45 Ip, up another 1 2-5p yesterday. 
And the good news continued yester- 
day with a thumping set of figures, for 
the 12 months to 25 October. 

In effect they were a second set of 
interims as the company is changing its 
year end. They showed a huge jump in 
pre-tax profits from £5m to £ 1 0.8m on 
turnover up just 7 per cent, beating all 
analysts* forecast by some margin. 

The main reasons for the increase 
were lower sugar prices helped by the 
strong pound and halving of (he price 
of plastic bottles used in manufacture 
over the last 1 8 months. A further £ ] m 
in costs savings came from the bene- 
fits of operating from (he new factory 
in Cumbernauld in Scotland. The 
good news on costs is that plastic bottle 


and sugar prices are still low and the 
company feels there is scope for 
more efficiency gains at the new 
plant as it beds down. 

It wasn't just a cost story. UK 
sales of AG Barr'suwn brands rose 
7.5 per cent, although sales growth 
has slowed in recent weeks. 

The key to AG Ban's b mgpr term 
success is its invasion of the English 
market. Its Irn-Bru brand has a huge 
market share in Scotland hut Is only 
just starting to make progress south 
of the border. 

.Another potential problem is the 
recent decision by Pemod-Rieard to 
sell Orangina to Coca-Cola. 
However, as AG Barr has a fran- 
chise agreement to bottle and dis- 
tribute the brand in Britain until 
December 2002 this issue is five 
years away. 

On Grcig Middleton's 15-month 


forecast of £ i 1 .3m, the shares trade 
on u forward rating of 1L AQ Barr 
remains a minnow in a market dom- 
inated by giants but at these levels the 
shares look decent value. 

Scope for growth 
at Gartland 

lorry Gartland, the chairman, and his 
management team which built up 
FKJ. the engineer, have created an- 
other profitable niche at Gartland 
Whallcy & Barker by taking big 
slakes in small companies and build- 
ing them up for flotation or sale. The 
company reported another 63 per cent 
increase in pre-tax profit to £20.7m 
in the year to the end of October. 

However, the figures failed to 
please the market. Almost half the prof- 
its last year came from the disposal of 
Ouadramatic. which makes coin count- 
ing equipment, and the flotation of 
Aquarius, the bathrooms and furniture 
group, both of which look place in the 
first half of the year. Profits in the sec- 
ond six months were disappointing, 
fulling 12 per cent to £5m, causing the 
shores to fall 35 p to 1 1 9p yesterday. 

That reaction seems harsh. There 
is still scope for strong growth, in the 
UK and especially the US. This year 
Mr Gartland is predicting 15 acquisi- 
tions. two flotations including the re- 
cruitment business, Quantica, and the 
probable sale of Independent Parts 
Group, the quoted motor parts dis- 
tributor. now a £33m business in which 
GWB has a 27 per cent stake. The new 
smaller company division, Crossiey 
House Ventures, also announced its first 
acquisition yesterday, paying £3.6m in 
cash and shares for Vatre Tferracotta. 

There are risks. Profits arc lumpy and 
the group's success hinges on its deal- 
making ability. A stock marker down- 
turn could create bargains but make hit 
prefits from disposals harder to gener- 
ate. Analysts forecast pre-tax profits of 
£21 1 m. putting the shares on a prospec- 
tive p/e of just 6. With management own- 
ing most of the company stock it can be 
difficult to come buy but, if you can get 
hold of them, the shares are worth a punL 


Car sales rise to give third 
best year on record 

Car sales rose by 7.2 per cent to 2-17 million during 1997, 
the third best year on record, the Society of Motor Manu- 
facturing and Traders confirmed yesterday. During Decem- 
ber registrations rose by 83 per cent, to 84,634, though the 
share of the market taken by British made care during the 
rnonLb slumped from 42 per cent to 35 per cent. It meant 
that imports accounted for 66 per cent of the market dur- 
ing 1997, a rise of 4 per cent on the previous year. 

Ford took the top three sales dots last year, with the Fiesta 
in first place, though the group’s market share dropped from 
19.6 percent to 183 per cent. Rover's market share was 10.01 
per cent, down 1 per cent on 1996- 

Amstrad man joins BDB 

British Digital Broadcasting (BDB), the digital terrestrial tele- 
vision joint venture between Carlton Communications and 
Granada Group, has appointed Ams trad’s former commer- 
cial director, Anthony SethiU. as a director. BDB said Mr SeihUl 
will have marketing and general management responsibili- 
ties as the venture moves towards launch in the autumn. An- 
alysts said Mr Seth ill was instrumental in the start-up of 
Amstrad's satellite television business across Europe and ini- 
tiated the development of its digital set-top box technology. 

US finance houses ahead 

TWo leading US finance bouses, Morgan Stanley Dean Witter 
and Lehman Brothers, have reported record fourth-quarter 
earnings, led by increasing profits from investment banking. 
Their shares declined, though, as US. stocks dropped and an- 
alysts questioned if earnings would dedine in the months ahead. 

Morgan Stanley Dean Witter, the biggest US securities 
firm in terms of equity capital, said earnings in the three 
months to November rose 79 per cent to a record $810m, or 
$133 a share. That exceeded analysts’ average forecast of 
$1.03 a fully diluted share. Lehman Brothers’ fourth-quar- 
ter net income rose 46 per cent to $3S5m. or $130 a share, 
beating the average forecast of $1.04 a share. 

Shell and Ernst link up 

Shell, the oil giant, is to create 400 jobs in Glasgow in a joint 
venture with accountants Ernst & Young. The new business, 
called Tasco Europe, wiD offer specialist accountancy services 
to com pani es, though initially it will provide support solely 
for Shell's European operations. The Scottish Office said the 
new jobs, in the Glasgow area, would be created in the next 
three years. 


COMPANY RESULTS 



Turnover C Pre-tax £ 

EPS Dividend 

GartaodWtaSwriF) 

553101 (58.83m) 20.86m (1ZB6m) I63ppi.07p) Z4p (032p) 

AG Barr (F) 

1103m (103.1 m) 10.82m (5.04m) 

38.55pC18.4Bp) 11 Op (8.65p) 

Oman HottBogs (F) 

21 -56m (24.71m) 13.79m (9.30m) 

14.2pp2.0p) 4.8p (4.0) 

Mtoej Etoctridtf (F) 

21-S6in (24.71m) 536m(4 BGni) 

230p (2-69p) 46.0p (43.0p) 
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Everyday in any one of six Conran restaurants 


The Independent and Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are delighted to 
offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at six of London’s top 
restaurants anyday throughout January and February for £ 1 0 


From Monday January 5th until Saturday February 
28th, 6 Conran Restaurants are exclusively offering 
readers of The Independent and Independent on 
Sunday a two course lunch or early evening supper 
for just £ 1 0. In addition, readers can take advan- 
tage of further special offers throughout the evening 
at a number of the restaurants, details of which we 
shall publish over the course of the promotion. 




BLUEBIRD 


Bluebird is am Epicurean experience for lovers of food and drink: a large restaurant and bar, together 
with a food market, chef shop, trafceur, cate and luxurious dining dub. Since opening but year, it has 
become a popular choice for those who want to enjoy good food and wine in a relaxed, friendly at- 
mosphere. The menu combines the best classic and contemporary flavours and techniques, and read- 
ers can enjoy dishes from the grid, rotfsserie and wood-fired oven. 

Lunch I2pm-3pm, Early evening supper 6pm - 7pm. 


How to Book 

lo participate in the offer simply collect one 
token (tokens will be printed every day until 
Saturday February 28th) and then telephone 
the restaurant of your choice quoting die In- 
dependent offer. On your arrival at the 
restaurant you must present your token in or- 
der to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid 
for a complete table booking. The tokens will 
be valid for one week only, and will be dated 
accordingly, lb continue to participate In the 
offer, simply collect a token from the week in 
which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essen- 
tial and all bookings are subject to availability. 



: •• •* • 7 . .. * ■ i V.-t-.j:. Si: 2 YE. CV: 111 7 3 

Blue Print Cate is a fovourite destination for many in die city. Admired for its spectacular view, 
good food and relaxed a tmo s ph er e, the restaurant looks out over the Thames and Tower Bridge. 
Blue Print's food is simple and light reflecting influences from around the globe and the menu 
changes frequently to take advantage of seasonal produce- New for 1998, Blue Print Cate have Intro- 
duced a set lunch menu which Independent readers can try at the special price of £10 for two courses. 
Also available early evening is a selection of peat Spanish food and rustic wine for £10. 

Lunch I2noon - 3pm, Early evening supper 6pm - 7pm.* 




.! POM r < <T OUR 


The centrepiece of the Butler’s Wharf Gastrodrome, Le Pont de la Tour overlooks the River Thames 
and is situated by one of the most famous bridges in the world - it's na mesake . Tower Bridge. The 
entire complex includes an elejpnt restaurant; Cvety bar & grill and series of spienefid shops. At the 
Bar & Grin, the menu is a mix of region a l French, Irish, British and Italian dishes in simple, generous 
style. For Independent readers the chef has created a new set menu (£10 for two courses or £1430 
for three courses) foil of classic Bar & Grill dishes. Lunch I2pn>3pm, Early evening supper 6pm -7pm. 


3 ..-.l. .V J 
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A special discount is available on selected items in the 
Bluebird and Le Pont de !a Tour shops on presentation 
of the token. 


“When we opened Mezzo ir> September 1995, we wanted to make people feel good, to add to the 
quality of life in London and to bring something completely different to Soho," says Terence Conran, 
^tsenbed as the largest restaurant in Europe, Mezzo is In feet a collection of complementary, food 
related activities all gathered together under one enormous roof: Soho’s only bakery, a patisserie, 
cate and four bars, as well as two different restaurants - Mezzo and Mezzonlne. Mezzo h reached by 
an impressive staircase which winds down through a dramatic double height space where the 
kitchens create a spectacular stage. The food is a fusion of east meets west, northern and southern 
hemispheres, where chef John Torode shows his passion for mixing ingredients with flair and innova- 
tion. 

Lunch 12pm - 3pm, Early evening supper 6pm-7pm. 


Terence Conran, widely recognised as the UK’s leading 
restaurateur has played a significant role in changing the 
way we eat out. He has created 1 1 unique restaurants, 
and this year will open two more in London and one in 
Paris. 


Q 






QUACLI NO'S 




Celebrating it's Fifth birthday on February 14th this year, Quagtino’s has been described as " the 

tal ^ ai ^ tast ^- 0f I- 0011 * 0 ”* * 80 polished and swanky it could only have come from Terence Con- 

ran. Vogue Entertaining Guide June/July 1993. Despite opening in the depths of the recession, this 
glamorous restaurant has been one of London's most successful establishments. Inspired by the 
great brasneries of Paris, the menu is predominantly a mix of British, French and Italian dishes. 
Lunch I2pm-3pm, Earty evening supper 5 J0pm-6 .30pm. 


THE INDEPENDENT INDEPENDENT 
ViM between Monday January 5th and Friday January 9th 


ZINC 

BAR •GRILL 


Name- 



Zinc Bar & GriH is a lively and informal restaurant and bar, in the heart of London^ West End. Just 
seconds away from the husde and bustfe of Regent Street, Zinc Bar & Grill provides an oasis from 
the West End frenzy, a place to meet friends for a quick drink, a light lunch or a relaxed dinner. The 

menu u simple and reasonably priced with the majority of dishes cooked on the griH and rotfsserie, 
on view to restaurant customers. Exclusively at Zinc, readers will be able to enjoy three courses for 
just £10 between 12 noon and 7pm.* 


•dewed from 6pm on Sunday 


Address. 


This voucher cntfdes che holder 2 nd afl member ! of their booking id 
paroopjtc in The IndcpcndcntfConran ftesaums 0} cnejf offer. 
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Mineral groups suffer as metal prices take a pounding 


TAKING STOCK 



DEREK PAIN 


MARKET REPORT After the oil spill k was ihy lum 

of mineral groups lo lake a 
pounding. RioTinlo and 
Billiton were in the from line, 
reflecting ihe seemingly con- 
tinuous slump in metal prices. 

With little sign of anv met- 
als revival Rio fell a farther 37p 
to 736p and Billiton 7jp to 
157p. Rio touched 1.109p Iasi 
summer; Billiton was floated at 
220p in July and subsequently 
hit 249p. 

There were casualties 
among the smaller fry with 

Avocet Mining off 4p at 94p - 

it touched 241p last year- and 
Reunion, down from 138p, 
easing 6p to B5p. 

Oils staged something of a 
revival although bearish com- 
menis continued to swirl 
around, with the investment 
house Henderson Croslhwaiie 
cutting this year's crude price 
projection from $19 a barrel to 
$17 j. Positive noises from 
Lehman Brothers and Morgan 
Stanley lifted British PtetroJeuni 


I3p lo 778p. However Enter- 
prise Oil, Las mo and Shell re- 
mained under pressure. 

In busy trading Footsie 
suffered its first fall of the year, 
off 40.3 points at 5.224.1. 
Supporting shares were more 
positive. 

Asda was the best perform- 
ing blue chip, rekindling hopes 
it still hankers for a chance to 
strike at its hard-pressed rival 
Safeway. The shares rose 6.25p 
to 185.75p, a years high, with 
Safeway managing a 3.5p gain 
to 345 .5p. 

Northern Rock, the building 
society turned back, was knocked 
off its pedestal by comments it 
is the most expensive hanking 
share in Europe and was 15 per 
cent overvalued. SBC Warbuig 
offered to lake profits advice. 
Still, the setback was confined to 
45p at 614p as buyers moved in 
when the price retreated 12p. 

Rexam, the packaging and 
paper group, had an uncom- 
fortable time as Merrill Lynch 


lowered its share rating to neu- 
tnil and cut this vear's profit 
forecast from £I20m to £2Q5m. 
With a 7.6 million trade at 
27(Jp adding to their woe, the 
shares fell Ibp to 275p. In 1995 
the price reached 521 p. 

Merrill gave Securicor a 
friendly push with a buy 
recommendation; the price rose 
13p to 313.5p. 

Hambro Countrywide, the 
estate agent, was the hot 
takeover tip of the day. The 
shares bounded 1 Ip to I J5ip 
as siories surfaced that the 52 
per cent owned by Hambros, the 
merchant bunk being acquired 
by Sodiite GtfneraJc, could be 
on the move. 

Hambros has said that as 
pan of its break-up its Coun- 
trywide slake will be distrib- 
uted to its shareholders. Suefa 
a scheme could take six 
months lo reach fruition and 
the yarn flowing around sug- 
gested an impatient bidder 
was seeking to shon-eut the 


process. Hambros put on 5p to 
255. 5p. 

Chemicals attracted atten- 
tion. Albright & Wilson gained 
9.5p to 155.5p on takeover talk 
and Hickson International was 
given a 7p speculative boost to 
73p. Settlemen t of Courtaulds' 
long-running dispute over 
Lyocell fibre left the shares 
I.5p down at 29ftp. 

General Electric Co fell 7.5p 
to 394.5 p as it started its £300m 
share buv-baek and ABN Amru 


Share spotlight 

share price, pence 

l« 
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Hoarc Govett was said to be 
keen on the shares. National 
Grid, 9p higher at 313p. re- 
flected buying for the special 
dividend payment. 

Henderson repeated its buy 
advice on Rank, off 3_5p to 
344.5p; it has turned cautious on 
Northern Foods, down 1 jp to 
266 ,5p. 

Booker, the food group, 
continued to draw comfort from 
Warburg support, up 20p to 
353.5p. 

fonica. the fledging tele- 
phone group, held at 3Q3p as 
Warburg, the bank behind the 
heavily criticised 390p flota- 
tion. acquired 343.000 shares, 
lifting its stake to 433 per cent. 

A bullish trading statement 
from Electronic Boutique 
added 1.25p at 49.75p. The 
video retailer achieved 70 per 
cent sales growth over 
Christmas. But caution from 
Dawson, the newspaper 
distributor, shredded the price 
39p to 176p. 


Triplex Lloyd, the engineer, 
held at 272L5p as the bidder 
Doncaster, a US group, picked 
up a 6 per cent stake. 

Ze tiers, the bingo and pouls 
group, hardened 7p to I58.5p 
after admitting bid approaches 
had developed into talks al- 
though they were “of a very pre- 
liminary nature". 

Verity, with a wafer-thin 
sound system, rose 3.75p to 73p; 
speculation intensified it was on 
the verge of dinching significant 
licensing deals. The group is tak- 
ing part in a trade show at Los 
Vegas and. according to mmuur. 
has received dozens of en- 
quiries from hopefal licensees. 

Slick, the electronic group, 
made further headway on bid 
hopes, up 215p to 320p. Printer 
Fairway, which has signalled bid 
interest, rose another 3p to 
6S.5p. 

Jacques Vert the troubled 
fashion group, returned from a 
two-month suspension at 223p. 
uplp. 


From 843p last month Fibernet, 
a blu^sky dighai network group, 

bus risen to 1433p. NatWest 
Securities contributed to the 
advance. The analyst Mike 
Williams is enthusiastic about 
the fledgling group and sees its 
national network making £17m 
in 1999. Like many AIM com- 
panies Fibernet failed to live up 
to flotation hopes. Before the 
setback the shares were lS43p, 

Hopes Ilion's year's figures 
will be a shade firmer than 
indicated in November's prof- 
its warning lifted the shares 
163p to 155p. The group said 
profits would be around £6im 
against hopes of £8m. Last 
spring the shares were more 
than 400p. 

Black Arrow; the office furniture 
group, is thought to be trading 
well. The shares, up 11.5p. are 
riding at a 114p peak. In some 
quarters there is a sneaking 
suspicion the long rumoured 
take over bid could be near. 
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Don’t take the slowdown 
story for granted just yet 




KEVIN 

GARDINER 


ON REASONS 
TO BE CHEERFUL 


The British forecasting fraternity 
is unanimous in predicting that 
the UK economy will slow in 
|<4QS. Pessimists expect growth 
of less than 2 per cent, which - 
given the likely strength of the 
economy as the year begins - im- 
plies near- recessionary condi- 
tions for much of the year. 

Optimists, such as the Mor- 
gan Stanley team, look for 
growth of a little more than 3 
per cent, a relatively modest 
deceleration from l<WTs like- 
lv 3.5 per cent. But all of the 
34 frequent forecasters sur- 
veyed by Consensus Economics 
in early December expect 
growth to slow, as do less 
frequent forecasters such os 
the Treasury, the Bank of Eng- 
land. the OECD and the IMF. 

Such uniformity is rare - and 
unsettling Groucho Marx 
didn't want to belong to a club 
that would have him as a mem- 
her. and in the realm of invest- 
ment analysis, his instincts were 
just as sound. The economic 
risks in 1998 are surely not as 
one-sided as these collective 
forecasts suggest. 

There are of course good, 
objective arguments for ex- 
pecting the economy to slow in 
the year ahead. Export growth 
seems likely to wilt as the strong 
pound and Asian retrenchment 
bile. The increases in mortgage 
rates will make themselves felt 
more fully: and disposable in- 


come growth will also suffer 
from the absence of last year's 
tax cuts, and from the small tax 
increases announced in July's 
Budget. The building society 
windfalls must also eventually 
fade into the rear-view mirror. 

But a solid argument is no 
guarantee of an accurate fore- 
cast: our understanding of the 
forces which drive the economy 
is much less precise than our 
carefully articulated models and 
spreadsheets. A resurgence in 
consumer confidence, for ex- 
ample, could yet blow the slow- 
down scenario out of the water. 
And there are indeed reasons 
for consumers to be cheerful. 

There has been much talk of 
a reformed UK consumer, 
cowed by the twin threats of ex- 
cessive post borrowing and job 
insecurity. But in reality, the 
household balance sheet is not 
fragile, in aggregate. buL (taunt- 
ingly strong, while job security 
may actually be improving. 

Consumer debt rose five- 
fold between 1980 and 1990. 
more than twice as quickly as in- 
comes. And at no time since 
1990 has the amount of debt fall- 
en: it has continued to rise, 
though a little less rapidly than 
income. However, even after 
mortgage rates have risen by a 
fifth in the last year, the aggre- 
gate interest bill is still running 
at levels, relative to incomes, 
roughly half as high as those 
which in 1990 pushed the econ- 
omy into recession. 

Moreover, much of the 
surge in borrowing during the 
1980s was in effect a one-off re- 
sponse to the ending of credit 
and mortgage rationing, and to 
the sale of council houses: 
viewed in this context, and with 
the adjustment behind us. it 
looks less alarming. 

Meanwhile. consumer 
assets - the forgotten side of 
the balance sheet - amount to 
three-and-a-half trillion 
pounds, compared to total bor- 
rowing of just over half a tril- 
lion pounds. As house prices 
have recovered - and share 
prices have hit new highs - the 


ratio of aggregate net wealth to 
personal income has now al- 
most recouped the ground lost 
since 1989 (sec chart). 

Indeed, if houses, life 
assurance and pension funds 
are excluded from the calculation 
in an attempt to define a “core" 
measure of net wealth, the con- 
sumer balance sheet has never 
been stronger. What the Bank of 
England described in the Eight- 
ies as a “glade ref liquidity' over- 
hanging the economy is still 
largely unthawed: monetarists in 
particular should be sceptical at 
the neat City consensus for 1 998. 

As hinted above, this balance 
sheet strength is not being neu- 
tralised by high real interest 
rates: the opportunity cost of 
spending today, rather than to- 
morrow, is if anything rather low 
when judged against recent ex- 
perience. 

Meanwhile, with the labour 
market tightening steadily, the 
inddence of unemployment is 
now just half what it was in 1993. 
And whereas in 1993 there 
were roughly eight potential ap- 
plicants for each recorded job 
opening, now there are proba- 
bly fewer than two. In some 
areas and occupations, indeed, 
employers are finding it in- 
creasingly difficult to recruit 

These developments should 


not have come as a surprise. 
There has been no sign recent- 
ly of another productivity 
“miracle”: and the sharp rise in 
labour .supply which occurred as 
hahy-honmers and married 
women entered the Iah< uir force 
is now hehind us. Measured un- 
employment in fact peaked 
more than Hi years ago. and 
even when it docs eventually be- 
gin to rise once more it is un- 
likely to rise as far as it did then. 

Nor is it ihc case that job 
turnover has risen sharply. 
There is simply liule support lor 
the widely believed view that the 
average worker spends less time 
these days in any given job. In 
a recent meeting organised by 
Ihe Centre for Economic Policy 
Research. Simon Burgess of 
the University of Bristol showed 
that there has been liule change 
in job tenure since the lv7Us. 

“Jobs for life" may be putting 
the case a bit strongly, but with 
the average time spent in a giv- 
en job running at 18 years for 
men. and 12 years for women, 
and with both these figures lit- 
tle changed since 1975. the ex- 
istence of a new “hire and fire" 
culture must Ik* questioned. 

These figures are not as sur- 
prising as they first appear. 
The recent recession had its 
epicentre in the South-east. 


and involved the professional 
service sector lo a greater extent 
than did ihc 1980-SI episode 
(still the benchmark against 
which many of us from the 
Celtic and Northern fringes 

judge recessions). 

It also coincided with a more 
ci impetiliw environment in the 
civil service, media and acade- 
mia. These arc all areas which 
to a great extent dominate the 
dav-to-duy debate. But the un- 
sung mass of workers are in 
practice much less exposed to 
these shifts: and it is still not un- 
common for people to have 
been in the same job for as long 

.is 30 or 40 years. 

Even if turnover had risen 
sharply, insecurity needn't have 
risen with il: people often leave 
jobs voluntarily. Conversely, 
holding the same job for a 
great length of time is no guar- 
antee of happiness. Bui the 
I act that chaliering-dass wisdom 
can be so wrong about some- 
thing so fundamental warns 
again against accepting the 
consensus. 

Of course, none of the above 
need prevent consumers from 
lee line overburdened or inse- 
cure. It may be human nature lo 
believe that the future will be 
worse than the past - “things 
ain't what they used to be" - even 
though the average household 
has never been as well off. in ma- 
terial terms, as they are today. 

This hints perhaps at an 
existential unease better 
analysed with reference to the 
Brothers Karamazov than the 
writings of economists such as 
Rnldor. Kalecki or Keynes. But 
the financial markets and the 
Bank of England's Monetary 
Policy Committee would be 
well advised not to take the 
slowdown story for granted just 
yet. If consumer confidence 
were to rise lo match house- 
holds' material circumstances. 
1 W8 could yet provide quite a 
surprise. Happy new year. 

Kevin Gardiner is a senior 
economist and executive director 
at Morgan Sutnley Dean Hitler. 
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Sir Brian Pitman, the venerable Lloyds TSB 
chairman and doyen of high street bankers, 

has accepted his first ever non-executive 
directorship - with Michael Green’s racy 
media outfit Carlton Communications. 

Sir Brian, now 66 , joined Lloyds way back 
in 1952, and gave up his chief executive post 
just last February to John ElIwoocL Sir 
Brian's devotion to shareholder value is 
matched only be his appetite for cost-cutting 
and branch closures, but this is unlikely to 
translate itself to Carlton’s business strategy. 

"Carlton is a very different company than 
Uoyds, and he could take the position because 
there will be no conflict of interest ,' 1 said a 
Lloyds source. 

A Carlton spokesman added: "We’re obvi- 
ously delighted to have him.” Half of Carlton’s 
business is in television, the rest in things like 
processing movie films and producing video cas- 
settes. F look forward to spotting Sir Brian in 
The Bill. He'd make a cracking chief inspector. 

Also at Uoyds, John Robson has retired 
as director of corporate communications 
after 11 years at the helm. A former White- 
hall civil servant, Mr Robson aims to spend 
more time sailing. He is succeeded by 
Geraldine Davies, his former deputy. 

GB Railways Group has lost its first finance 
director, just a year after winning the Anglia 
franchise (Norwich to Liverpool Street) and 
floating on AIM. 

The company insists Simon Gunn was not 
pushed -“there is certainly not a row going on.” 
The former chartered accountant is in line for 
a £75,000 pay-off due to his 12-month con t ract, 
according to GB Railways. A company 
spokesperson said: "Mr Gunn is an entrepre- 
neurial type, who likes setting up businesses.” 
She would not expand on his future plans. 

Analysts describe the rail company's 
financial targets as “highly ambitious”, and 


the company has been touted on a number 
of occasions since its launch as a bid target 
for larger rivals. 

GB Railways has brought in a temporary 
replacement for Mr Gunn, Alan Terry, who 
was formerly information services director for 
CPC, a food production company. GB says 
Mr Teny will "fill the breach until we can find 
an appropriate person with a knowledge of 
the railway industry". 

Granville, the small London based mer- 
chant bank, has lost two long-time executives 
in quick succession. William Drake, a main 
board director who had been with the group 
for 17 years, left late last year “to pursue bis 
own interests", according to Granville. John 
McCready, an analyst with Granville Davies, 
the stockbroking subsidiary, left at Christmas. 

A spokeswoman for Granville said yes- 
terday that “neither of them was forced out" . 
She added that the departures were purely co- 
incidental and unconnected to each other. Mr 
Drake, one of whose ancestors was the swash- 
buckling Sir Francis Drake, was working on 
Granville's investment portfolio before he left 

EN1C, the investment vehicle part-owned by 
Joe Lewis, the Bermuda-based mlDiouaire, has 
appointed Gerard McSfoy as financ e director. 
And quite a chap Mr McSloy appears to be. 

Not content with an MA in German 
literature and a diploma in accountancy, the 
40-year-old Brit is fluent in Dutch and Ger- 
man, as well as speaking good French and 
Spanish, an awed colleague tells me. He’s also 
a martial arts blackbelt, has captained the 
British Universities volleyball team and has 
15 caps for Scotland in the same sport. 

Whether he also has a cure foT the com- 
mon cold up his sleave and can split the atom, 
time alone will telL For now Mr McSloy will 
help ENTC to build up its portfolio of Euro- 
pean football dubs, which currently indude 
Vicenza, AEK Athens and Slavia Prague, as 
well as an option over a quarter of Glasgow 
Rangers. The group is also courting Bordeaux. 

Warren Buffett loves banging on about how 
being America's second richest man doesn’t 
stop him being just a plain ol’ hamburger- 
m unchin’, cola-swillin’ private investor. How 
comic, then, to read in an advert for Execu- 
tive Jet in the latest edition of Forbes maga- 
zine that Mr Buffett’s company, Berkshire 
Hathaway, owns a jet. “It more than pays for 
itself. That's why I recently changed its 
name from ‘The Indefensible’ to The 
Indispensable’. ” 

There’s more: “For my family, I bought a 
25 per cent interest in Executive Jet's Netjets 
programme. And do they love it! ... My wife, 
Susie, came up for the name for this plane. 
The Richly Deserved’." 

As F Scott Fitzgerald observed, the rich 
are different. 
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Whiteman targets European summit 
after mountain of disappointment 


Controversially left out 
of last year’s World 
Championships, Anthony 
Whiteman plans to gee 


his own back this year 
and help put British 
middle distance running 
y r back on the map. 

Mike Rowbottom reports. 

It was absolutely typical of An- 
thony Whiteman’s luck. His 
achievement in becoming the 
first British middle distance 
runner for seven years to win a 
global title coincided with an- 
other event which guaranteed 
him the minimum of attention. 

On the day the 26-year-old 
from fcleworth won the 1500 
metres gold medal at the World 
Student Games in Sicily’, news 
of the death of Princess Diana 
was announced. 

For a few hours, the British 
, v team were unsure whether they 
C . would compete or noL but they 
eventually went ahead. After 
striding away to an easy win, 
Whiteman, who is studying 
sports science at Brunei Uni- 
versity. halted his lap of honour 
to bow to the Union Jack as a 
mark of respect. What more 
could he do? 

Although the timing turned 


out to be unfortunate, the ex- 
perience in Sicily was one which 
Whiteman, whose internation- 
al career only began in earnest 
two years ago, hopes to turn to 
good advantage this year. 

“I was very satisfied with the 
way I performed there,” he 
said. “It was not so much the 
guys 1 raced against, who were 
maybe a level below those I had 
been meeting regularly on the 
European circuit, 

“It was the fact that I dom- 
inated the whole thing from the 
beginning of the competition. It 
was always obvious that I had 
the chance to win comfortably, 
but I still had to deliver the vic- 
tory- I regard it as a dress re- 
hearsal for something bigger.” 

That something is likely to 
be the European Champion- 
ships in Budapest towards the 
end of August. “In the Euro- 
pean Championships you need 
to stamp your authority early 
on,” he sand. *Tt becomes a real 
war of psychology. If [ can go 
into a championship and click 
into the kind of feeling I had at 
the World Student Games again 
it will give me a big advantage-” 

That assumes that WMtoman 
will be picked for the European 
Championships. But although 
he and his rival, John Mayock, 
are pre-eminent in the event do- 
mestically, his experience of 


last year has taught him to take 
no thing tor granted. 

Whiteman’s problems be- 
gan at the Stockholm Grand ftix 
five days before Britain’s world 
championship trials, when he 
was bitten on the ankle by a 
mosquito and suffered an un- 
usually severe reaction after 
starting a course of antibiotics. 

Two days before die trials be- 
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gan he developed a flu-type 
virus and sought the advice of 
Britain's team doctor, Malcolm 
Brown, who told him not to run. 

On the Monday after the tri- 
als, at which Mayock and Kevin 
McKay claimed two of the three 
1500 metres places automati- 
cally, he rang the national 
coach, Malcolm Arnold. 

“I asked him how much I 
needed to do to protect my 
place,” Whiteman said. “I said 
if my position was in jeopardy 
1 would run. He replied: ‘It’s not 
up to me to make a decision'.” 


“So there I was, an athlete 
not knowing what to do. and I 
was receiving no guidance from 
(he national coach.” 

Whiteman returned to train- 
ing and, a few days later, 
Matthew Yates, who finished 
third in the trials, was given the 
third place for Athens after 
achieving the qualification time 
with 3min 36 Jfrsec. For White- 
man, who had already been un- 
der the qualifying mark four 
times by that point in the sea- 
son, it was a shattering blow. 

A week after the World 
Championships had ended, 
though, he gave Britain’s selec- 
tors an indication of what they 
had missed when he became the 
fourth fastest Briton over 1500 
metres behind Steve Cram. Seb 
Coe and Steve Ovett, running 
3 min 3234sec in Monte Carlo 
behind the all-conquering 
Kenyan, Daniel Komen. 

When he realised what be 
had done he broke down in tears. 
“After all that had happened, I 
just lost it,” he said. “It was 10 
minutes before 1 could speak. It 
was a surreal experience for 
me. With 120 metres lo go I went 
past Noureddine MorceO and it 
vras everything was in slow mo- 
tion.” It was his highest point of 
achievement in a sport where the 
first marked family success was 
his mother Ann. She started run- 


ning with him to make sure he 
did his t raining property and has 
gone on to become one of 
Britain's leading veteran dis- 
tance runners, finishing second 
in her age category at the New 
York Marathon. 

Less than a week later, after 
he had made the pace for Haile 
Gebrselassie's unsuccessful at- 
tempt on the world 3,000 metres 
record in Brussels, Whiteman's 
roller-coaster career took an- 
other dip as be watched Mayock 
move ahead of him in tbe all- 
time domestic rankings with a 
time of 331^7. Tbe Yarfcshirc- 
man will clearly be one of his 
main rivals in Budapest, along 
with a strong Spanish contingent 
led by the 1992 Olympic champ- 
ion, Fennin Cacho. 

Whiteman, who won a Euro- 
pean indoor silver medal in 
1996 and reached the Olympic 
semi-final the same year, seems 
destined to struggle against the 
odds in his career. He is cur- 
rently seeking a new shoe spon- 
sor after being dropped by Nike, 
who, to put salt in the wound, 
have just taken on Mayock. 

“It's nothing against John 
personally,” Whiteman said. 
“But it acts as one more moti- 
vation for me.” 

The omens for Whiteman in 
Budapest look promising 
- selection permitting. 



Anthony Whiteman at the Durham international last Sunday Photograph: Ted Ditch bum 
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CATTERICK 


4 


12.50 ifaUelsefalls 
1.20 Feete Like Gold 

1.50 Baher 
ago Ham N'Eqqs 


HYPERION 

250 Alpine Headway 
3JZ0 Winter Belle 
350 Queensway 


GOING: Soft, heavy or good to soft n ptaces. 

• Left -hand coirae. ireUatng and sharp, riot suitable far fto tong-stmSng horw> 

• Course « NW at town on AS138. Oaifngton station 14m - tea service to course AD- 
MISSION: CU» Crt ; lteiereafis ET; Come C250 (infer tea tree Mo al ondoatm}. CAR 
PARK: Reserved area £2. remainder Rim. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: Mr* M Henley teMafram 88 nirngw wtn Mto 0(209%, 
M Hammond C tram TC fUT'H Mrs S Stnbh *) from TO (02%) L Lingo 9 Iron 49 (84%^ 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven » wins tarn Hr rides tfvea a success rate te 276%, R 
Oanny « from SI (TO** A Dobbin O from 99 (0.1%) B Stony tt tiom >50 ML 

• FAVOURITES: tfi wns in 3S3 races (334%). 

VtSORERED FIRST TIME: Hya Prim (ISO). 


Baft wto) He ridrr* aJonanca Bator mb ksnfcared toft Oaf 2b ntoen lo QMa 
Fan end One Stop here Met weak, often outoHonn Khrohaoi eras Med otl lest at tex 
(tartan. Bahar cantoe a menage Nile if at 8b today end vtefi the flto pUL can make 
mow at • race o# U nftfi One aop She can «*» a aaler Judged on teat raaaMi eflert 
Scarabon ran acme lee races on the Fite lest yew even If ha dU end up retuatog to en- 
ter ttw stall at Radear w October. The hot that ha coet only 2fl00gna out of Stove Kat- 
tfsHotb yard to a tor off-putting but he m dapped to den end Me tetehr to get ihrouffi 
tearing pound Is a big pfa* Sanction: BMLA 

BARNSLEY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS $ £4^00 
added 2m penalty Value £2,921 

OS* HMIfEGGSf19{D}|MHOGtata)MHmDond7T20 JKMay 

00640- FOXSPWIROW[F1525(CD) [BfcddJ BUacagOartBDB BSkaay 

00004/ OUTBrtmHT(B29)(AJCapHnd]GUMoore7tl7 N 

4S6R3 MOSSWGflWT® (HsFTVVyton)FV«ton8 01 TRoad 


[250 


4SfW> EMMIES AMOUR (9) (VMraty Rung Brou27)EAteon 7 DO — 1 

SR42 DRAGONS BAV (B) (PCWOvon) l*aM Ftaetoy 0 CO 

CPW» B*imSSANGB.f3O>!3JAWcn>N0 > acft5UO RBuypta 

-7 


JfSMb 


12.50 


LEEDS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 
2m 3f Penally Vbius £2248 

20«E RUSTYRffl-tH] pwsyl WG«Tgmtraea,.„ ATborpton 

6006 BRAMBLES WAV IBS) (BF) (Ngd E D Jcnat) (As U Rmatoy 9 h O PMmb 

Ztt UF MTBfAU0tfAp3)<8F)(Bt*iChctori|BBteii6rtff CAfcCUnnaelcffl 

3H-4 FALLELSSWSpIlMsBataaLmgcf Llingoflll 7 WDooflagp) 

/46S4 GVMCRAK TIGER (153) (D) f&rowft ftoP) Grtrtw 8 116^.. LWjerH 

3R03P WK0TDIDTDtlSAy(T3) (Me DAS cusIbUI BBO mWOOd BSfenr 

6030* PERPETUAL UOHT (22) (BF) (Ru Rtt PartnaohO) J J Oum 5 DOJI McCMtl (3) 

3310- VUJRANO (5D0) (BF) (VJomxJftvmaortp) D NcRatT DO — RStmtOtaep) 

-Sdactorad- 

Mn»wwi«egirf0drnBae tf « i. W ia ttd>TOawfteimftwflNBfLgwawiTfa*%woBN6ai. 
BETTING: 11-4 FatrtaKtMfa 5-1 Roly Real, 6-1 Pwpetuvl UgM, 1W Whwfldyouasy, 7-1 ItoO- 
elvelah. Gymaaii njt, 8-1 fl ra m t We Way. Wteano 
1997: no comspmfaj meetng 

FORM GUIDE 

KATEKALKHAIR would ham umltsIMh race at Sedgeflajd an BtKVigDqr but fcrfMhg 

anywhere efcs'- but it ate shewn he is back In butewss Mtarabraak end thathe goes 
on soft ground Bran a son runs FbtahaMMir rather than lotMia late. who a on a hte- 
tnck. Htnty RaeTa second to Lied RAh at Cartste may not amount to much but was 
not a bad of tort conte s tin g he mased last season Fknty RboI txx4d be on the way 
back end Andrew Thornton takas over from a condBonal M anaa la fn l a was a remote 
fourth betmd Once Mom For Luck at Cartsie but he wS come on tar the nav Once Mora 
For Luck eiramod by Mary Ravetey representad here by Brambf* WSy Br a ndHeaWay 
«os a beaten tavoiede m two davning Nurdes in the mum, so k is dtficutt to be con- 
fident about turn back n a handcap. but Once More For Ludt wert into that Carfsla face 
after wmng only weak non-handicap seters and &a mbte s Way cannot be nded out 
WhatdklyaiisaywaspidedupbshndJustlnMaeBtWettMrbybuttiscomeaiidffe- 
tance tt*d of S behvrd Stoneeby suggests he has the MtEty to mala his presence fe* 
now hpbna handicap carryng a tow nw^it Selection: WB-1ALKHAIB 

WAKERELD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 
3m It 110yds Penalty Value £2,941 
PRMEEXMnj(7)(CO)(FlobertOgdBi)UTattwaer7flG. -RDumwody 


4WawiaelBW:»nAnia/»« dN » i Mgn a: ttagcniBW9Nf2fc 0 ^ltea g Blftaaa. 

BETTING: 7-4 HmlTEBBAa-f Drava* Bqt 74 MeaeAgaad 10-1 OutBy FoiSpra- 

mw, 20-1 Dtntaa Aokhb; 33-1 BrtytlmngN 

FORM GUDE 

A talr fcorth to Red Marauder Urn m» back at Hadwn HAM fTSOOS trodad 143 br 
soft race at VlMiefby laet Oma and can ghra raray (ha weld* im Last February In 
hancfcaplMda at Waiherti^ Ham NEgga canted I2st or heavy pond and mu beei- 
art tea than two hnglhabyDmnaHi m In a tea eo ny atUva chase cxfcy has ptan- 
tyot room far trnpwaia rte nt over tecaa and NMcy l la i s nuul has won rh aa n a law reoanlty 
with Itie novfcn Phnc* Of Sakra (twfaa) and Joe Jaggar. Dngona Bay la the obetous 
rfroioB to make a nom of ft M owti g hte n e c keeoond to Catbbu fa the note aa* barrf- 
cap at the last maetkig. On the same de* Moss Pagalant IMahad (had to Artfar Bee 
in the novice chesa. He is not without a chenca but Brian Storey switches to Fos Spar- 
itffrBtanay«nraanaa»<rf tMa sort M O a M N e f e at wak an tfw Man MecTaggart-bahad 
Indettasan. Lie tngtetnrten, Fw Gpamwr is over fanoaa lor the Ifast time ana ha wfl Ira 
the gnxnL but ha lost Mb soy war hudaa last aeaaon and It renwtna to be aawi if the 
change of stable haa awn et en o d fan up S a H ac tf o w: HAM MBflS 


Trill HAUFAX NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 
Penalty Value £2^18 

42-tti JESSICA ONE (41) (CJiWHSbaractfl Iks MRwctay HI 7 PNtwn 


534 AUVmHKXW#( 

5 ARCH&T (22} (Iks J U PkmiKt) P Bwkrnont 5 T 5— 
00 CRAIGCBOVtt33Pm«nlFifaynar)NByaansit5.. 


5 It 5 ATTwracn 

-ftSopple 


1.20 


WEI 


2 Q AUTNEGAS(21)MdySac9iBny)lk3ANaughDn7l1& lfcTJBany(7) 

3 WP6 AFAC1ERAB)ER{9) (IksEA Keteeei) Flkiphyen 5 ECafeglan 

- PDC-U3 CALLERN0Y (13) (Exorscftw fctetkR R Larbi D LanbS h 5 JBteka 

5 3riCF COURTJOKBR(13IUarie5KecnedytH Afe«antfcr6Tt5 RMcQraBi{3) 

6 21XEP DAVIDS IWV (13) ID J Lever) M Fed 9 11 5 DBrteyB 

7 C2233 FSLS LIKE GOLD (12) lindependan Tim Ltd) GRdnds OltS ADobkki 

B F4-ZP5 FLAT TOP (9) pdapr U Vtecn) U W Eastertiy 7 It 5 — ATbOneon 

9 ?-T34 HARFDCCENT(4q|AGkncMies|WsMRBvriey7nS PMvan 

O Jl)STFORKE(7)lJAUaaejJAM«n911S HHWugMonp} 

tl EV4-: LORD FORTUNE (53) (Tnuor HennaigN M Hsnnand G tt 5 RGantty 

0 (ErC-t SfllARS STALKER (13) (D) (E*e? Ort Engneerng] WsAS««tec* T) Tl 5 J Sor* 

□ UZ73 TOBUSS«tmuOOcmellFU*Fhy7ll5 BHvdng 

14 FW SPRW&EATOWER (7) (G R SNacn) RP*wn5137 McCon^ck (B) 

-Wdadarad- 

BErnttG. 11-4 FaabUra GaM. 3-1 Ptkaa Erawpfa. 13-2 Ha iWece n. 7-1 n«tttp,8-1 CNfan w y . 
10-1 Lord Fortune, 12-1 Tbnn Gps. 14-1 ethos 

FORM GUIDE 

Same of Gordon Rcfanls 5 horaes h»e been bekwr par reewtoy but test *w»k the yard 
won sUyng chases with McGregor The TWrd. Consratted Sc hedd te and Undent Lotto 
The Iasi two haw also won here this season and Rfcftardsfc FEELS UKE GOLD Is the 
one that las! weeks course and cfcaance wavier. Prime Cvam p t a, has to beat today. A 
stayaig hurdter with Martin Ppe. Feats Uha Gold nvssed the 1996-97 eampalpi and was 
enhtled to havo needed the run when tf*d fo ftvne Exarr^jtes stabfamate. Martre De 
Muwyift at Wethorby - not a bad effort over an inadequate trip At Vwnherby 12 days 
pgq over the ertendod three nNesFeefaLAfl Gold wos beaten just over a length whan 
third to Share Opt-cro and GrovAe Agon and ttvs a en easier race. Beatles Martre De 
Mnque. Martin Tbdhuntor has won three nonce chases this season with Chpped Out, 
and there ora more races to be won with Prime Evmfata. who jumped aoundty when 
mating all m easier company a week ago (Springtoe Rmrar a Ostmtt fourth. Juat For 
Me puled up! Harfdecmt was a remote lost of lour fmishen behnd Dawn Msten at 
Sedgeted puf he will have benefited from the oqjenence Hs best hudes form was on 
good or faster ground but me gang was soft when Hartdecent was beaten a short head 
and the same m a bumper here last season Cattemoy cSd bettra than SIBwa StaBtar 
(faurthl end DaWa Way (puDetJ up) ivhen runner-up to CNpped CWat SedgeBeid yet 
ho Wdl have to unprevo Oa urn tfBS. fflalactton: FEELS LKE GOLD 

BRADFORD SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) 

£2,500 added 2m Penalty Value £1,996 

1 32*03 BAHEfl(USA)ro(0)iSBaarfc)SCb*9flG.- _Mm R C lsrfc (5) 

2 ,2ZS SCARA8ENf21)<C0)vFSStoiy)F$DeylJTi9 BSfaray 

3 -3406 KtERCHEU R) (CD) {Us U Ffcrter) C Grant 7 f) 9 ...CHcOaraiKk(q 

4 S5P53, DHUMDONNA (SZ3) (Us M R Beaunvrt) P BeavntvC 8 tel R SuppW 

5 502 amUA(22)(UsCASaflWGfcn«TB4nfl . JP0ww(7J 

S 40PM CM«ffflraO7WRmm)tASMcaiiDJe»)UM71)0 DBanOay 

RMQ2 (ME STOP ft) ASdiaet Eranrgn) M Bames5 GO _ ST«ytor(5] 

OOCP SAGEBRUSH ROLLB1 (13) [A K Coins) JJONei GXIO— ^RDowoody 

?P ANGTHBlPlCEA(1^fQteSB'BasmnCr1h)AJlOdiwod5nO SRyaop) 

V COOPT HVAPRHfBQ (NQoinbeitelNOanMrianTGa — .WDwnB 

h CFP-0 POLAR WID (13) (N Stoggctn N Vlbggod 9 G 0 NFtwfar 

« PUFF* nSJAL^ST|13) 1BU413(| attftayaOO- RMrtwp) 

-IZdRlind- 

ThrKe^:lrrpBGM13D.Cpwr«BM«teSS9aX0neSlG!pteSASBBe- 
ftuWifWIerSBfTft Another PSoai 9c 50.^3 ftvn as •rHWwtWnrfasI 28). Regof Jester 13ft. 
gEjTBftL j.f Scaratwn, 7-2 Briwc 4-1 frvp el w frfl CVw Sfan 7-1 fOwchm. HM Dwadennw 
SMetsvsh ftoBK 12-1 othsra 

FORM GUIDE 

BJ Timer has wan sdorsffss season wKhKfealfter Wise and teQrartdflvneeJ and W- 
PALA rnght be the answer hare after rumng Zotoale to tel a teglh at Bangoe Ttwre 

was olaniy of cut wtien Impata won a darner at Epsom et JUy so he shoud be al ngm 
or thegraincL end if tie noeds m improiie to make the most o( the we<(pt he gets from 
Baher mid Scaraban he nv^ncto just that He has run only ttvee tries over fudtw 


033 OOCTQUBRMIOUS&j flbQyrisPtKaHirpkrQBBmSVS ECrikghai 

P-P5 INYQUGOBUJE (13) (Lady SsWiBwi^HAtoandBr G11S AkTJ Barry (7) 

0 «®C(^(UraJBanPCanew)TE«Wrty5t15 LWyra 

0 S0UAREDGAL(FR}{«9)(WwgFbteBm)SaMibB7ll5 rOanrabe 

STHAntN GOLD (USA) (F99) (P D Srafl) Iks M Rwrisy 4 VI 7 .GLaa 

5 SUPRQSSN (24) (Lady Hriwi Snih) Us D Hara 4 G 7 JFTVsy 

-lOdMfarad- 

BETTINQ: M Jessica One. 3-1 Doctor Bnvfaus. fr-1 Alplm Mdaaeay, 6-1 Itek, 7-1 
14-1 tayaogobiua, 16-1 Strata GQtd, 261 often 

FORM GUIDE 

Bang amtar cn the Flat todayb taetng candUkra am noth ALP WE HtDEAWKTS team 
though al least the course wk aut turn m or e then I te rt ian , whom he taied to gel home 
betwid The Bottarwick Kid and Fassai after goteg wei wrtNn htmaeff com i ng to ftfl 3ec- 
ond last Thai was a step up on Mb Mial run here Behind Ftytig North, and whSe it ml^d 
not seem it Apte rtghway tuproved agam with fvs faWy cSstant fcsrft behind pwA- 
ous winnera Justin Mac and Fount*? Lana at UlMharby. where he was just a length In 
frant of btyougobbie with the tanced Flat winner Ruatc nowham Afaew fkoeomy was 
bong looted after te ttw teacngcondwra and obetiarthan ftet tarn mates out Buiper 
wfaner Jaaafca One is dtfflaA to assess fa that although ahe boat a field of mares on 
teat (round here n Ncwemtoec neither of the placsd horees hn done anything tor ttw 
tom. She at toast huxSed tar more ffaently than when nmnen*> In a weak race on her 
debut Doctor Brevloua has putto two round efforts, at New cas tle bated eaey tamer 
Atptoe Panther, and here at the last meeting. He ahoiSd agate f&r*. Thera was also a 
promateg ter run from S u pr ei n l a m te a we* Con t es ted Juverrie heat Win by Vjrtucao 
at Vtewick. teprrarement can be npacted, and it might not hare » be al that much tor 
Supremfam to gat into the ttnck of rt. S ato cdon: AUWE W3EAWSY 

foofll ILKLEY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 3m 
1f noyds Penally Value £2,707 

1 20-204 NAUGHTY FUTURE (13) (D)(BF) (A KCdrtejJjONBS 3 H 13 RDiaraoody 

2 U22-51 WltnERBaJ£(USA)(q (CD) (iksMWBid) JKJdraoiDii G{7B)..JLDntMn 

3 234-32 SEBCD4G SOLD (U)(D)(Gky)JBwdayS 118 S Stony 

4 (MMS M=AM9nyctT1ZEH(9)(CD)(4Gtodson)JQsasont>tl6 C McCDnmd: (6) 

5 J0M1 SMBK(DQ(CHPBmSBslBna NSmBi 

-Edadared- 

BETTBtG: 7-4 Straric. 64 Wafar Balk. 4-1 NaugMy Fteaa, S ssl dnn Gold, 1B-1 Ha a e i nf y Ottnn 
FORM GUDE 

With a nm last month under hs bett, Winter BaBe saw out the year n style by cxvnteg 
home a dBtance dear hare ntee days ago He was outstayed by Saaldng Gold M Kel- 
so last season and the mere 8 even more eftoovo in thb conations. Seeing Goto also 
oame on a good date tor her opening mi and had the favourite Naughty Future, te- 
rras eight lengths bat* to fourth when outpaced by Judbous Captasi on sort groixid 
at Ayr on Baring Day She had a tough race and Naughty firium who has the hsblt of 
fintSng Kite after hawing wtel ml^s tun the tat*& An wproved nn can be expect- 
ed from Heavenly Blue over a trade where ha always goes we* and has won twtoa, but 
not only is SIREFHC Die youngest In the race; hs s also the toast sxpanenced. Aa such, 
he te open to improvement and weekish field or net there w» plenty to Bra about Die 
way he ran Ms mtes ragged at Sedgeflefcf on Boeing Day Selection: SfiSOC 


19 cnl HUDDERSRELD STANDARD NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H> 
i nt500 added ^ penary vajue £1,193 


1 1-2 QUS1SKAY (28) (D) (BF) (Q E 9nier) J B 11 it FlaahyP) 

2 APWMCE D STEB. p R BirtoM R VtojehomeS H 4 ^ECtebgban 

3 BWnEXBOY (Ota Grant} CQrartS 11 4 ._.CMeComad((S) 

4 0 OOUURANN(i3)(KFaha)lksSS<n*i6fiG MrJSariBa(7) 

a OAfK SAUK (N OteTtefan] N Charrhofan 5 G Q Rtteteg 

5 4 KNUWSCAMP(4Q(tt*GMZSprli)JPMs5«13 Ji^»W 

7 00 SWtFTUrSuPRBff (SS)(GcnfanEDaMfcan)TCuthart5t>G _IBTDnUstsi(7) 

a oa WOOdy SCUD (22) (te^j A Petering) J fWcerng 6 013 .0 Brora* (5) 

9 N0St«NANNaUN[Sk^mjCunb)MWEa«dy4ll7 PUBd^D) 

0 MARTHA'S MOONSTONE (Iks L A TynonjTEaaafey 4 ID 2 RTbonSSn 

-Rtdadraad- 

BETTING: teOnasnaa^, 114 KabiScmp, 134 Mathers Moontfana, «-l NoahtaanMA 12- 

1 BtrottHBeyi Cobauam 20-1 AdiaocstiStoA Dw* Sal* Woody Sate, 2M SWffly Snpwa 

FORM GUIDE 

jmmy l=itzGwted has a good record in those races and ahoiJd hare the answer with 
QUEENSWAY. A eonwnong wmar of ha only (tart tost season, at Ftorft fa Msy wf ft 
cut «i the ^ound. Queansway didoed gat the mult c omeedotg expected whan beat- 
en by Sweep Gandy at (tancastar loat month an Ns mppeasanea but the wfiner toaka 

use&L a fas undsranad when he fblowed up soon rtar over hurdas, KaSan Scamp M 

out of a wtoring stayng hudar and gam awey Mutton lhare was better to eome wdti 
her fourth behrd anequent wkner Over The Beck here In Norentoer. The thteJ. Or- 
angalmp. five tengih a a he a d, was itoeetpently ax tanghs adrift olsat«Bngtea « eraw it y 
at ftxtcastecao connections know where they stand. Ss ls ct lore QuffiNSWW 


RACING 


RACINGRESULTS 

MUSSELBURGH 

1240: i.GOSPELSONG (BHadng) Mi 
2, Manftd Q-6 6w. 3. Badge of Fama n -l 
13 r«a ltd (AWhSarts. Hawtck^lbia: 
ea50; £UQ Dual Forecast: 

£313 cbmpuarStot^tFbnaszx Ensz Tho: 

“iflO: 1. STAKB CASINOS BOY (E 
B-4 few 2. RecnritmenJ 5- 1 ; 3. 
■S-Hyda&ASran-r.l'/. (BEftan. 
catrtft Werraat Mfi 020. nso^ as* 
ftnvsc COIG compute Sia#B Forecast: 

E ^«fc 1. FBW LEADER (N WBaTrad 
T4 fav; Z CoOOUmi Boy6-1.3.Upl : «tr 
o-BtansS-lTran-'A- Q fC Grant Bfcg- 
ham) Tbta:£i«fc£tXL 6450 act Ftreca* 


EBfiQCcfnputefStralgNFdrtCKCCajaih- 
cast C2568- hft The Shy Radre 

2.10: 1. SPRUNG RHYTHM (N 
WMamson) 6-StrrZ. Whart Ttour Story 
14-1: a Young swren XXL fl ran- a 7. (K 
Balcy. Itopw Lanfaoum). TMa: E2.10; Ctoa 
E99G Dual Forecast CE30 Computer 
Straftit Forecasc SM5S 
240: T. SAiflH BEACH (UMsfarcjJ 7-Z 
2. Hobbs Chofca M tor; 3. Monkey 
Wench 4-1 6 ten. FBt, l (M Tbdutter. U- 
wretonllblKEMa&mXUlOuBlFore- 

«a* £560 GamouwStteghl precast E7 ?*Sl 

Iffc t. ARCTIC SANDY (BSnrerf 0-1:2 
Sbigtog Sand 11 -G jt (av: X Monynan ft -B 
Jl fas 4 ran. 12. & (J Oteer, Hewfck). Tbw 
2080 Dual Forecast: £720. CSF; C35S4 


3.40: 1. S1KANDER A AZAM (N 
Wfemsoffl3-1;ZF1uttertwLady3CM;3, 
WoodfleW Gate 4-1. 8 ran, 7-4 tor Erin AL 

ley {5ft; IV., VU {C Grant, BtoglwnJfetB: 
£4.10; £110; £2«t E2.1Q Dual Forecasc 
EQSft Computer Forecasc £5463 
Tno-E2Q2a 

Ptecapot C168SQ Quadpoc £rrai 
Place ft <7102 Place S:G6£K 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

TXtt 1. MONCKANte (S nation) 6-1; 
2, Run Or Bust 5-1; 3. Honey Storm 9-2. 
» ren. 4-1 tarObn&f pft) n < (J Spaan 
ng, Alcester) IMk CUO; SIX, £MG C3BO 
Dual Forecasc £H3Q Computer Straight 
Forecast C350B. Tho: £8030 


13ft: 1. BAWSIAN (T WBara) 2-1; 2. 
Prim* AshWgh 5-1; 3. Bou)ev«d Rouge 
12-1 s ran. H-« tax Piknary Odours {4th}. 
2 7^. L/ Evm 7hW4 1MK Q2Q; £IQ £24Q 
Oa) Forecast £2240 Computer Strait 
Forecast cn&s. 

200: 1. ANONYM |p Fears) 7-4 far, Z. 
Bongo 7-Z 3. Loch Kyle 8-1 8 ran. 3V*, 
& (J L Eyi« 7f*teG Tba: £23D; £130 £142 
£250 Dute Forecast: £000. CSF: £a03 

23fc 1. IMP EXPRE88 (Dale Gbm) 
«-1 ; Z Afaz^Z 3. Hfitona Executive 7-1 
12i*L4-1fBM5UBMa{4th^1'A.hd.(PFW- 
gate Ufawn) Wes CB-TO: SlOQ £LS* £15Q 
Dute F ore cwa. £2380. Computer Street 
Forecart: EB&2Q Trteasc £32530 Trio- 
£6570 Ml: Sit Cottage: 


Swan has dispensation to attend Court 


The favourite for 
Saturday^ big race has at 
last got a rider. Richard 
Edmondson reports. 


Considering just about every 
other jockey in tbe British arch- 
ipelago bad been connected 
with Gommanche Court, (he fav- 
ourite to keep Leopardstown’s 
Ladbroke Hurdle at home on 
Saturday, it may have been in- 
evitable that the ride would ul- 
timately go to Ireland’s 
perpetual champion jockey. 

Norman Williamson and 
Ruby Walsh, the son of Com- 
mands Court’s trainer, Tfed, 
have ridden tbe gelding but both 
are in tbe sin bin. Tbe claimer 
Garrett Cotter then became a 
consideration, though he too 
would have missed the ride if 
Sandown's meeting was called 
oft thus liberating Tony McCoy. 

Ail this uncertainty was too 
much for Charlie Swan, who was 


due to partner Aidan O’Brien’s 
Tbast 1 TheSpreece. Headced (he 
trainer and owners of tbe horse 
for dispensation to desert their 
representative and got the fame 
pleasing response when be tried 
his telephone manner on Tbd 
V&lsh- “1 contacted Tfed late last 
night and he came back to say 
that would be fine,” Swan said 
yesterday. *Tve ridden a few 
winners for him but I’ve never 
ridden Cotnmanche Court. 

“He has an outstanding 
chance, will go on the ground 
and is in good form. I’ve been 
second in the race for my father 
and ridden a third. I was meant 
to ride Atone but took some- 
thing else and I hope I've got it 
right this time. The ground will 
be against Tbast The Spreoce. 
I'm very grateful to the owners 
and Aidan for letting me off.” 

This is not to say that Swan 
has automatically jumped not 
onfy on to a favourite but also 
into the winners' enclosure. 
There is a chance element in 


every race, but while an average 
contest is of roulette propor- 
tions, tbe Ladbroke is more like 
the National Lottery. 

The balls go into the tank at 
the final turn on Leopardstown’s 
inside track. Jockeys then have 
to launch their mounts into a 
mcI6e of limbs and backsides. 
Where they stop nobody knows. 

This is consequently a scram- 
ble which is not conducive to 
short-priced winners. Five of the 
last eight victors have started at 
20-1 or more. Onfy one winner 
this decade. The Bliad in 1991, 
justified angle-figure odds. 

Saturdays card is expected to 
be the first in Ireland when die 
overnight declaration of jockeys 
is in operation. It is anticipated 
it will go ahead despite the go- 
ing being heavy, with more rain 
to come. But then this b Ireland, 
where meetings are called off 
onfy after clerks of the course go 
out in punts and lose their pole. 

One entry unlikely to be 
surfing through the mud is the 
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12L30 PaBsander 1.00 Paint tt Stack 150 Friend- 
ly Brave (nb) 2.00 Flight 250 MULTI FRAN- 
CHISE (nap) 3.00 Just Another Time 350 Tfcny 


8 9631-8 RWSXY BRAVE (5) (CD BF) GlfefenyBBD -8 Smtera IB 

4 3Q0(H> FLEMGA2(Fn)(7)JBrriggrS81l JQUten2 
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GOING: Standard STALLS: 8t tm - outride; rest - toakte. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low h aprtrta. 

• Bjitereck surface; teft-iraret sharp inftteteng courea 

• Coras* is SE of tw»n on B302a ADMISSION: Members E13, 
Fterriy Enclosure £a CAR RAfUC Club £3; rematottertree. 

• LEADWG TRAINERS; G L Moore 74-838 (137*1 M Johnston 
GD270 (BSM R Hannon 43G& (08%), R O^Utewn SMBO (120%). 

• LEADMG JOCKEYS: ACttefc 61 -605 (121 %LB Sen dare 54-817 
(WO* S VYhtovorth 40-299 (03%), D Bigg* 32-372 (9 8%) 

• FAVOURITES: B9B-M9B f33»). 
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QUENTIN DURWARD MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 3YO 1m 
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TALISMAN HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
(DIV Q £2^00 added 1m 2f 

1 448D3 ROYALCaH3H(J1B)D«erw5911 PPItorteiy(3JT 

2 OOrtO- »LJSANDBI(37)tC^SD0*r497 S8vd«6 

3 33350- BON GUEST&7) MsB Sandan495 AOtefcl 

4 546D-THOUGHmjLWaE(M)BPteng492-. TS|MteB2 

5 2E32- JUB&fiE SCHOLAR (to) (CD 8F) GL Man 58 H -FNo*ai80 

6 60336 ZOflROI®) fl9 RM Rarer 487 DaaOteBS 

7 00234 BADRNA < m(7](C0) NGatogrfdB*4B7|Ba6 — JCWm4 

6 S200D- f9W0N0MASIA(2l)JLH«rrl96B2 AMcOateyp)6 

9 00000- MBUMANI (30) A N reeBra ba 6 7 te AfHttaDayarS 

UWaun wMt Jte 106. True fanJcap wefctt MWwaoITteflto 
BETTWCfe 9-» Btekteteft 54 JuMas ScMm, 8-t Mtatedte B-1 Bojte 
Ctekto. 16-1 Bon GuartZono, l*-i Mteto ra a te , 20-1 oitan 
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o onl TALISMAN HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV 
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4 rih) RED GAUNTLET SELLING STAKES 
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WAVERLEY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 3YO 6f 
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04306 0W0CATI0R (27) (CD) G L Maas n B 6 ACto*7 
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BEITMG: 3-1 MM II Bteck, 6-1 teal Of Stem; romeatfan, 8-1 UR Bcqf; 
Rocky Man, iS-IHaad Stem, IbaAta, 0« Shado, 13-1 atiaa 
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GUY MANNER! NG CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS E) £3,750 added 5f 

D42D- RUACEBnEJACKto){Ct9JB»Ty793-ClotetmR6B 
0S3& ANOKJUD(29)(CO|KlKry4B13 .JHADiiyerSB 
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2 3600- S»mp^CDwyarB7 SSreders2 

3 0M3- Rj«6T0WBU7NHKBmvi94 POobha(7)l 
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5 80060 LEGAL LARK (7) 04 PMotongBri J Quinn 3 
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Ua teas, 10-1 Lagte Urk 

lq oral IVANHOE HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,000 
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2 0SB2- 7Aflm'(T7)Gsyffefc»»fi3J2 £ Sanders 4 
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4 6206-1 R0WUSTA Dw (Q G Ham 4 9 1 Ra) .SOrtrancBB 
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BEniNQ: T-4 Itoagterta d , 0A7-atert» 5-1 Cob StmNa,7.1 tenpttaw, 
Btea Lamp, w-l Coaatguards Haro, M-l Royal Cfaoos, 2S-1 often 


3JXfc 1. SWAN HUNTER (G LMga^ It 4 
tw; Z Hr Fortyvrirlra 3-1: 3. Atesf* 3-t 
10 ran. t a (D Gotgroaa NarareakBl). Tbte 
£330; £UCl £UQ £t7U Dual Forecac 
ciHQ csf: ceaa tUcBst eztbomk £B3Q 
330l1.ETH8AATlAOtek}9-Z2.Cee- 
N-K awna fav; 3, Sokfikr Cava 6-1 8 ran. 
I'A. (M Heacn-QSa, VUroughton). fate: 
COO; CUOt £UQ Ctsa Dute Ranecasf 1*20. 
CSF: £837. 

4JXK1.8EANCHM (Mr J Crawley) 33-1; 
Z EBte Hope 1M be; a. Ttxing Ben 20-t 
10 ran. Nk. Z (P FMgteS, LMmti). Tote 
£67-40; £770, £USQ £3SQ Due) Formt e st 
D82TKI CSF: £9000 -Mcaae £128077. Dto; 
not won. FeRon*ig a atewards* tfw 
firsr (wo ptadngs were revamd. 


4Jai.1TBIET0Fiy gUssAOey) 7-Z 
Z Mteate DOttola 4-1 ; S. Unto tear «-! » 
ran. evens tar FMoitotatate f4th). 3-A, a (B 
AfaBsri) Ate: £»ft£t2Q £IBQ eSSQ 
Dual Forecast £BXI Confute Strd^tRre- 
CBSC £1960 Trtoasc C127AE Trio: E2BA 

Jaolteot not won (pool of E3SB73 otnted 
tonwrd to LtogfieU aadayt 
ptecapot easoa Quedpan sun. 

Ptack 6: £3973 Plaee B: CI7S0 

• A punter at Musselburgh yes- 
terday had a £35,000 windfall af- 
ter a successful gamble on Stakis 
Casinos Boy. The fearless gambler 
lumped on £20.000- a wager usu- 


aDy reserved far Cheltenham «r the 
prestige Flat meetings - at 7-4 and 


as Stakis Casinos Boy bolted in. 
Bookmakers were left severely 
wounded as several other four-fig- 
ure bets were also recorded an the 
gelding. Stakis Casinos Boy is 
owned by the Brigb'on-based Ash- 
ley Carr Raring, a private raring 
service. Bat Ashley Carr insisted: 
“I didn't baric the horse and Tm 
Hying to find out who did.” 


well-backed Fishic Jocila, who 
had been reduced to as low as 
11-1 from Monday's price of 
33-1. Noel Meade's mare has 
damaged a hind leg. 

Some satcbels then already 
have a note lining, though one 
firm will return stakes on non- 
runners placed after Monday’s 
forfeit stage. Ladbroke's mu- 
nificence is well known at (his 
contest, where their largesse to 
friends and publicists is not 
necessarily commensurate with 
that which they show the gen- 
eral public for the rest of the 
year. The shining knights are 
now handing back funds to 
ante-post punters. Whatever 
can have brought this immense 
generosity on? 

George Akins, an indepen- 
dent bookmaker, has offered 1-3 
that Ladbroke’s takeover of 
Coral will win Government 
backing and go 9-4 (hat it will 
not. Its market formers note that 
Ladbroke’s shares have risen 
since the deal was mooted. 


Prospects 
brighten for 
Sandown card 


Saturday's feature meeting at 
Sandown, where the Grade 
One lohwrtb Hurdle and Mfld- 
may Cazalet Memorial Handi- 
cap Chase are the main events, 
looks Likefy lo beat the wet 
weather. Racing would not have 
been possible yesterday but the 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Palisander 
(Ungfteld 12.30) 

NB: Ham N’Eggs 
(Catterick 2.20) 

clerk of the course, Andrew 
Cooper, said: “The course is 
much improved. There are one 
or two parts that are very satu- 
rated, but the overall prospects 
are encouraging.” 

Prospects arc not so good for 
Saturday’s other turf meetings at 
Viforwick and Haydock. War- 
wick will inspect at 2.30pm to- 
day, while Haydock inspect at 
2pm. Haydock’s clerk, Philip 
Arkwright, said: “We’ve had a 
wet day and the forecast is bad.” 

Today’s card at Market 
Raaen and tomorrow’s at Exeter 
were abandoned yesterday. At 
tomorrow’s other turf meeting, 
Towcester, there will be an in- 
spection at 830am today. 
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Newcastle’s snub to tradition 


puts fascination of FA Cup at risk 


You do not have lo be much of a 
football historian to know that the 
FA Cup is best served by sensational 
happenings* Imperfect adaption is 
the essence of its tradition. 

The plot remains as marvellous- 
ly simple as it was in the fourth round 
49 years ago wheu Sunderland, 
thrown out of their stride on a cel- 
ebrated slope, were defeated 2-1 by 
Yeovil Town, who were sixth from the 
bottom of the old Southern League 
and 5.000-1 in the overall betting. 
Drawn away against Manchester 
United in the next round, Yeovil lost 
8-0 in front of an 81.000 crowd. 

Football has changed a great deal 
but despite years of devoted research 
no sovereign remedy has been found 
for the apprehension caused by un- 
familiar terrain and the threat of 


being embarrassed by ambitious 
opponents who have no respect for 
reputations. Fight for the right (to 
prove superior status) is an in- 
struction that springs immediately 
to mind, but coaches can never be 
sure that it will fully register. 

In his The Official Illustrated 
History of the FA Cup, published last 
year, Bryon Butler writes: "Nothing 
is closer to the heart of the tourna- 
ment than its giant- killers. They are 
lustrous proof that the impossible is 
always possible.” 

It was possible for Colchester 
United, who were positioned 75th 
in the Football League and includ- 
ed six free transfers when they de- 
feated the First Division leaders and 
FA Cup favourites, Leeds United, 
at home in 1971. 


The lingering memory of that and 
other such startling events - espe- 
cially their own humiliation at Here- 
ford United in 1972 -is possibly one 
of the reasons why Newcastle Unit- 
ed want (heir fourth-round tic 
against non-League Stevenage Bor- 
ough snitched to St James' Park. The 
Football Association should insist 
that the match is played as drawn. 

The moral uproar over this issue 
must not obscure the probability that 
Stevenage's chairman. Victor Green, 
would not be so resolutely opposed 
to giving up home advantage (as the 
\buxhal! Conference club did Iasi 
year when drawn against Birming- 
ham City) if he was not looking at 
the £150,000 put up by Sky televi- 
sion. 

Also, if Sky's involvement raises 



KEN JONES 

again the question of who is running 
football in this country - one to 
which everyone with the game at 
heart should pay serious attention 
- this is not what a number of peo- 
ple are understandably going on 
about. 

If not entirely clear in their re- 
sentment against Newcastle's pre- 


sumption. they may sense that the 
FA Cup's enduring fascination is be- 
ing put at risk. 

Nobody is entitled lo overlook 
the effect Heyscl and Hillsborough 
had on Kenny Dalglish, but for 
Newcastle lo link those horrors 
with fears For the safely of specta- 
tors if Stevenage are allowed erect 
temporary scaling insults the mem- 
ory of those who died. 

During all this, I expect that many 
people who seldom see top-class 
football other than on television Have 
been thinking about what Ihc FA 
Cup means to them. Their cause was 
taken up yesterday bv Monica Hart- 
land. who is the deputy chairman of 
the National Federation of Football 
Supporters’ Oubs. "Newcastle are 
displaying an arrogance at best and 


at worst an almighty ignorance of 
public relations,” she said. 

H3rtland spoke about romance, 
about clubs from different worlds 
meeting in circumstances that .give 
hope to the humble, of providing 
supporters with a day they wiH re_ 
member for the rest of their lives, 
whatever the outcome. “Sadly, to 
Newcastle United, though hopeful- 
ly not their embarrassed supporters, 
it appears to be all about money and 
self-interest." she added. 

Sensibly, showing more respect 
for Lradiiion than has been evident 
in their myopic employers, the New- 
castle players, most notably John 
Barnes, do not appear to have been 
made nervous by the prospect of 
turning out at Stevenage. 

“Nobody should stand in tbc 


way of their decision to {day at home, 
for whatever reason,” he said. “If 
that's what they want to do, and they 
are allowed to do it, then good luck 
to them.’* 

Shortly before Colchester record- 
ed that famous victory over Leeds, 

their manager. Dick Graham, spoke 

the following words to bis players: 
“W:, ourselves, little old Colchester, 
are taking on probably the greatest 
team in Europe. Wc may never see 
them again, but it’s going to be some- 
thing you will remember aU your 
lives. And, you know what, I think 
we can win." 

For the sake of the FA Cup and. 
assuming that Stevenage's ground is 
safe, Newcastle should be told to 
clear off and gel on with what the 
draw served them. 



Leicestershire’s Darren Madefy powers his way to 202 in the England score of 402 for 4 dec in the tour match against Kenya at the Ruaraka Sports Club in Nairobi yesterday 


Photograph: Graham Chadwick/Allsport 


Fraser setting an example 


Angus Fraser is keeping Eng- 
land's younger fast bowlers 
busy between the tropical rain- 
storms in Antigua. He has had 
Dean Headley. Chris Silver- 
wood. Ashley Cowan and the 
more experienced Andy Cad- 
dick swimming out into the 
Caribbean, sprinting in shu tiles 
and bowling on concrete roads 
lo build up the necessary sta- 
mina In perform consistently in 
the West Indies. 

But with the ground at the 
Caribbean Cricket Centre re- 
sembling the "Cowdenbeath 
goalmouth" in the words of the 
couch. David Lloyd. Fraser has 
devised his own fitness sched- 
ule to keep the howlers sharp. 


Lloyd is particularly pleased 
by Fraser’s unselfish input as he 
himself is also competing for a 
place in the First Test in Jamaica, 
which starts on 29 January. 

“Having Gus work with the 
bowlers has been brilliant. He’s 
given an example from his ex- 
perience." Lloyd said. "You 
have to put the work in because 
bawling fast out here is hard. You 
have to be Otter and do more 
work than the rest of the team 
because of the nature of tbc tour. 

"Gus is a Moke who is a no- 
nonsense performer and dedi- 
cated to w hat he does. There are 
people who keep knowledge to 
themselves, and look after (hem- 
sehes. Gus is determined to play 


himself, but he's also happy to 
pass on his knowledge." 

The England squad were 
given the day off yesterday as the 
rain lasbcd down at its hardest 
and longest since they' arrived on 
Saturday. Ironically, the au- 
thorities were so concerned 
about the parched state of the 
ground last week that they 
pumped 45,000 gallons of water 
on to it. little knowing that An- 
tigua's long drought was about 
to come to a dramatic end. 

England have two days of 
nets booked for Sabina Park. 
Kingston - the venue for the 
opening Test - before going into 
their first match of the lour at 
Montego Bay on Friday week. 


Atapattu in command as 
Sri Lanka stage recovery 


Sri Lanka 265-4 v 
Zimbabwe 

Sri Lanka's Marvan Atapattu hit 
a career-best unbeaten LN to 
help his side reach 2to for 4 on 
the opening day of the first Test 
against Zimbabwe at the Sagmya 
stadium in Kandy yesterday. 

Sri Lanka won the loss, but 
Sanatb Jayasuriya and Roshan 
Mahanama both quickly fell to 
Heath Streak. With two wick- 
ets down and only 33 runs on 
the board. Atapattu lifted Sri 
Lanka with a splendid effort, 
sharing in a 140-run stand for 


the third wicket with Aravinda 
de Silva, who made a rapid 75. 

Aiupatiu's second Test cen- 
tury included 17 fours, three of 
which came in one over from 
the spinner Paul Strang. 


Sr, Lama won ros* 

Sfll LANKA - Rnrt Innings 
S T Javaasna IM Streak . 6 

M S Auixittu ncl out _ 129 

n SUatantmcCampbelb Streak . T 

P A de Sira Whotil b Hx*Jo. . 75 

•A Ffaransiga t> WtWBI _ . . 27 

H PTftjierairw notout fi 

Ejdras fib 9nt>| _ 10 

TPM (lor 4. BO ovore) — 285 


To bat tfl S Kalumtharana, W P U J C Wait. K 
R Puahpafcuma/a. M Hndranin. K J Sire. 
Fait 1«. 2.31 3-173.4.226 
BosAng: Stfare> 24-A-5B-2. B Strang 21 -4-6£0. 
P Strang 2O«9-0: A WMIal M 2 31 -I . HucMo 
n -2-41-1. 

ZIMBABWE: -ADR CarepboL G W Ftoxer. G 
J Ronree. M W Goodwin. 1 A Flowm, C B Wt-tart 
H H Streak. P A Strang. A R WttrttaC A G kfaerta 
BCStrang 

Umpires: 8 C Goo>ay and M J Kfcton 


Kenyans protest to Lord’s 


The Kenyan Cricket Associa- 
tion is to send official notifica- 
tion lo Lord's of its protest at 
the interpretation of the rules 
to deride Sunday’s one-day in- 
ternational against England A 

The match was awarded lo 
England on a faster scoring rate 
after a tropical rainstorm halt- 
ed their victory chase 31 runs 
short with 4.3 overs remaining. 
But the Kenyans believe the cal- 
culations made were incorrect 
and. after a foil meeting of (be 
KCA Board yesterday, they 
hove derided to send a fax to the 
England and Wales Cricket 
Boar- j with their complaint. 

They claimed the regula- 
tions dictate that the home as- 


st via lion should rule on the dis- 
pute and want a response from 
England by tomorrow - before 
Saturday's third and final one- 
day international. 

If the boards fail to reach 
agreement, England are entitled 
to appeal to the International 
Cricket Conference, but are 
expected to accept the Kenyans’ 
interpretation - leaving the A 
team needing victoiy on Satur- 
day to seal the one-day series. 

Yesterday, Kenya slumped to 
154 for 8 after England had de- 
clared on a total of 402 for 4 
when a rainstorm ended play 90 
minutes early on the second day 
of the three-day match at the 
Ruaraka Sports Club. Nairohi. 


Konya hot kwj 
ENGLAND A - Ftrat Imfaiga 

0 L Maddy c Sc# b Sftaft — -2QZ 

m c Tfcalo b Shah 


MAEafran 
0 J Sate not out 
AFkmH not out . 


M 

...47 

2 


Bare* <*>6. «L nb«j tl 

TMM (for « die. 904 man) ■ 4(g 

Fl* 1-4& 2-235. 3-297. 4G8Q . 

DJdnrtbat AFGfes. JOttruxeL tCMWFtod 
0 A Cosher. P M HuiCtaon. 

Bowfing: Si* £4-534. Angara tl-WW, Shah 
Q4-2-50-2. Kam 21-W5-1: Dwn 4-027-0: 
Odrenbe 7-1-290. Pas* WV37-0: T Bate 20-«- 
ftOnyongo 'i 2 - 61 - 1 . uaswr 1 - 0 - 12-0 
KENYA - FTrat Innings 

tK Otter© KM b Husrreon 0 

HVaOrrb Hu ch teon -5 

R Shah c Gin b Edtam -57 

M Odvribe c Rretnfl b Ormond fi 

S Tfcalo c Krtgtn b GdK --43 

T 3(4 b Eotnm . ... . . — ..0 

0 Paul b EaPam . . _ . A 

'A Karen c Ormond b Glee .-. - M 

L Onynngo not on — 1 

ZDoreirwcut . -0 

Extra* (Ira nb2> . . 4 

Total (for 8. 47 avere) - - tt* 

Fall: i-l 2-ia 344. 5-Ot 6-1S, 7 -St ft- S3. 

To bet 3 Anqzra 

BowHtib: Ormond 14-5-34-1. HufcMfOn 9-0-29- 
2. Coatef 3-2-434, Enron lO-MW. Qfcs 5- 
0-0-2 

Umpires: S Paul and M Khan 
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Bannister reinforces Jets Broncos ready to block Sailor’s proposed move to Wigan Krantz keeps up pressure 


Alan Bannister is bringing his 
considerable size to shore up the 
Budweiscr League challenge of 
Chester Jets, who have been hit 
by injuries in four key players, in- 
cluding three of iheir Americans. 

The 7ft 5 in Bannister, re- 
putedly Britain's tnllest-ever 
sportsman, has returned after 
two years playing on the Con- 
tinent. He last played in Eng- 
land for ihc Newcastle Eagles. 

Mike Burton, the Jets coach, 
said of the 30-year-old Bannis- 
ter “He's a big. big signing for 
us. .Alan and I go back a long way 
and I first coached him as a 17- 
year-old. He will bring a new di- 
mension lo the league as people 
w3J have 10 adjust to facing 
someone of his height. Alan is in 
shape after playing in Austria and 
we are pleased to have him. W; 
have problems at the moment." 


Jets’ former England in- 
ternational Dave Gardner 
pulled a hamstring and Amer- 
ican Corey Jackson injured his 
groin in Saturday’s defeat at 
Derby Storm and they join 
Americans Ricardo Leonard 
and Sean Bell on the injury lisL 
Beil’s problem is causing 
greatest concern. He dislocat- 
ed his knee last month, dam- 
aging die joint that had been 
operated on earlier in his career 
and the club fear he may miss 
the rest of the season. 

Bannister may only bring the 
Jets temporary support, how- 
ever. The Bolton-born player is 
out of work following the col- 
lapse of his Austrian club and 
his agent is trying to find an- 
other lucrative Continental con- 
tract. 

- Richard Tayhr 


Wigan face a battle with tl 

■ Brisbane Broncos to g 

Wendell Sailor into the 

: colours before the year 200 

■ The Australian Test winger w: 
unveiled as a Wigan player fi 
the 1999 and 2000 seasons til 
week, but Brisbane, who ha’ 

■ him under contract for th 

; year and an option on him fi 

next, say they will fight to ket 
him. 

Shane Edwards, the Bro 
cos’ chief executive, said ih 
there was no release clause 
Sailor's contract with the du 
“He is with us this year 3nd v 
have an option for 1999 whi< 
we will be enforcing.” he sai 
“Wendell knows that,” 

Sailor flew to England to fit 
himself a new club without tl 
knowledge of the dub or ev« 
of his own manager. Edwards e 


pressed his anger at Wigan ne- 
gotiating with the player without 
any reference to the Broncos. 

Brisbane bavc a record of 
allowing players to move on 
when they feel the time is right. 
But they blocked Kevin WhJters’ 
attempt to move lo North 
Queensland last year and made 
it clear that they have no 
intention of letting Sailor, who 
is only 23, depart prematurely. 

There is lingering bad blood 
between the two dubs over the 
1994 World Club Champi- 
onship in Brisbane, a game for 
which Wigan claim not to have 
been paid in full. That could 
make it even less likely that Bris- 
bane will release Sailor for 
1999. although the player has 
hinted that he would be pre- 
pared lo test the legality of the 
option clause in court. 


The alternative is that Wigan 
Tans would have to wait until the 
millennium to sec him in their 
side. He would still be only 25. 

The London Broncos are 
being linked in Australia with 
one of the few other players who 
ranks with Sailor as a match- 
winner the Test second row 
Steve Mcnzies. London are 
dose to finalising the signing of 
one of the world’s best props. 
Mark Carroll, and Menzies. 
his team-mate for both Manly 
and Australia, has also been 
mentioned 

The Broncos’ chief execu- 
tive, Tony Rea. said: “I know 
where the name has come from, 
but I wouldn't expect to sec him 
at London this season.” 

Menzies has been a prodi- 
gious uy-scorer for both club 
and country and ambitious 


London have put down a mark- Auckland, the self-styled City of 
er for him, if and when he wants Sails, wanted lo welcome one of 
to come to Britain. its own. Grant Dalton, as the 

"Top Australian players no winner of I he fourth leg of the 
longer want to come to England ‘ Whitbread Round the World 
when they arc past their best" Race from Sydney - but Merit 
Rea said. “They want lo come : Cup was way out of touch with 
when they arc at their peak.” the leaders yesterday, with Gun- 

Eric Ashton has resigned as nar Krantz ahead in Swedish 
chairman of St Helens, citing * Match by more than 100 miles 
machinations by other board as an oscillatingwind spread the 
members as his reason for leav- fleet across the 
ing. The former Wigan and Tasman Sea. 

Great Briiain captain has been • Dennis Conner has his work 

in the chair at Knowsley Road ; cut out to elbow Toshiba past 
for four years, but said: “I can’t ; Krantz, going for his second leg 
work with people ! can’t trust.” s win. Current predictions are 
He is replaced by Tom EUard. that while the run into Auckland 
Wtmngion's new Australian is down the coast the sailing 
hooker. Danny Farrar, is to could be upwind, and Kranlz’s 
lake over as club captain from boot looks good in that mode. 
Paul Scullhorpe, who has been ; according to Cornier, 
sold to Saints. • • Piling on the miles last night 

- Dave Hadfield was Paul Cayard’s EF Lan- 


guage. which pulled back from 
eighth to fifth and was starting 
to breathe down the neck not 
just of Chcssie Racing but 
Merit Cup. too. 

Wondering what to do next 
was Lawrie Smith, out of touch 
and in sixth place. His purple 
yacht carries the image of a 
shark but is currently looking a 
little toothless. If he maintains 


this position he will drop to sev- 
enth overall, last of the truly 
competitive boats. Krantz is 
expected to cross the finish 
line at Orakei Wharf tonight. 


WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 
ftoU'lhtea.IJZrOittftes.Syrfntty to Aud<- 
wmJ). 1 Stoetfeh Match (SwslGkrante 261 
mtestobwi; 2 Toshiba (USD Conner H3fi 
nties bfthnd: 3 Marti Clo (Monaco) G Otl- 
4 Cheaaie flacre o£) G Coins 
S 0= Language (Sire) P Cayoti 362; 6 Sk 
CUI (G0j l Smth 547; 7 knowjlon Kwem- 
(tort K Ffosad B&4: 8 ftund Sure ' 
(Noth) R Honor 946; 9 EF Educate! (S 
C GlMou T2Q2. 


- Stuart Alexander 
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Boyd furious with referee for enforced break from Celtic campaign 


Tom Boyd, the Celtic captain, 
yesterday blamed the referee 
Hugh Dallas for a three-match 
ban. 

The Scotland international 
defender revelled in a more at- 
tacking role during last Fri- 
day s 2-0 Old Finn win against 
Rangers at Parkhead. But a late 
booking for what Dallas ad- 
judged to be a foul on Paul Gas- 
coigne took Boyd past the 
16-point barrier. 

^ That means thar although he 
! J can play at Motherwell on Sat- 
urday, from the following Fri- 
day he begins a three-game 


ban which lakes in League 
meetings with Dundee United 
and Aberdeen as well as a Scot- 
tish Cup third-round match 
against Morion. 

“There is not much I can do 
about the suspension. If refer- 
ees decide to book you for per- 
fectly fair challenges, there is not 
much you can do.” he said. “It 
is a disappointing factor, hut 
maybe gives me a bit of a rest 
and a chance to recharge my 
batteries which I never really got 
in the summer." 

Brian Laudrup, the Rangers 
striker, offered a damning as- 


sessment of how he and his 
team slumped to their first Old 
Firm league defeat for almost 
three years. The Danish in- 
ternational was stunned at the 
way Rangers offered so little re- 
sistance to a resurgent Celtic. 

Only goalkeeper Andy 
Goram was exempt from Lau- 
drup's outspoken verdict on a 
match which could yet have a 
major bearing on whether 
Rangers achieve a record 10th 
consecutive title. 

Now Laudrup hopes his side 
can react positively to their 
deity setback and return to win- 


ning ways at home to Aberdeen 
on Saturday. 

He said: “Celtic were by far 
the hungrier side last Friday and 
showed more desire than us to 
win the match. Derby matches 
are normally very competitive 
and there is not often a great 
deal of good football played, but 
lhat was no excuse for our per- 
formance last week. 

“In the whole of the second 
half we failed to string three 
passes together and lhat is not 
acceptable. We had terrible 
problems in getting the ball for- 
ward and if you arc not getting 


any service it’s impossible to 
create chances. 

"People say the Celtic de- 
fence was terrific, and they did 
play welL but we made it easy 
for them because our ball con- 
trol and passing were so poor. 
It is vital that we address the 
problems which hindered us at 
Parkhead and contributed to 
our own downfall." 

Laudrup admitted it was 
not the first occasion Celtic have 
got the better of their Glasgow 
rivals in recent times. The 28- 
year-old conceded he sensed it 
was only a matter of time before 


the Bhoys would prove them- 
selves men again and end a run 
of lOgamcs without a win in the 
fixture. 

He added: "In the last cou- 
ple of years we have not played 
well at Parkhead at limes, but 
we have stQl come away with the 
points. However this lime we 
did not get away with it We 
played badly and certainly de- 
served to get beaten. 

“Records have to be broken 
some- time and I would defi- 
nitely rather lose to Celtic now 
than in our last meeting in 
April. Hopefully we can stay in 


there until the end of the sea- 
son. It will be lough but we have 
done it in the past." 

But Laudrups openness did 
not extend to putting to a dose 
the speculation about his plans 
at the end of the season when 
his present deal expires. 

“I have a very difficult deri- 
sion to make and I will decide 
where my future rests sometime 
in March or April," he said. "I 
will see out my current contract 
with Rangers and hopefully 
help them to win 10 in a row - 
after that who knows what 
might happen." 


Stevenage will resist 
Magpies’ switch pitch 





The Stevenage chairman, 
Victor Green, has promised to 
keep on fighting for the right to 
stage the dubs fourth-round FA 
Cup tie with Newcastle at home. 
. Newcastle yesterday launched 
appeal with the Football 
Association to try to get the tie 
switched to St James' Park. 

The Premiership club feels 
that the Vhuxball Conference 
club's Broadhall Way ground is 
not big enough to hold such a 
tie despite Stevenage putting in 
extra seating to raise the 
capacity from 6,600 to 8,000. 

Representatives from the 
Magpies visited Stevenage ear- 
ly yesterday to inspect the 
ground and then had a meeting 


with the local council to voice 
their concerns over safely Issues. 

They now have to decide 
whether to continue the appeal, 
but Green is adamant lhat 
Stevenage will host the tic on 
Sunday 25 January. 

He said: “The view that I 
have taken, as everybody 
knows, is that Newcastle's alti- 
tude is that of 'Big Brother'. 
They’re trying to bash the min- 
now over the head in a David 
and Goliath situation but I 
have got a lot more stones in my 
sling, so I will keep fighting. 

“We have shown them what 
we're going to da They can't find 
any objections as far as Fra con- 
cerned with our plans. I get the 


England counter German 
‘claim over World Cup 


European football’s governing 
body has no right to pick a sin- 
gle country to bid for the 2006 
World Cup finals, England’s 
campaign team said yesterday. 

“Uefk does not have a role in 
the process," England's cam- 
paign director. Alec McGiven, 
said at the Football Expo ^ in 
Singapore, after Germany bad 
said earlier in the day that both 
countries had agreed to let Uefa 
decide which of their rival bids 
would go forward. Only Fife, who 
have predictably dismissed the 
idea that England and Germany 
could be allowed to share the fi- 
nals. can choose which country 
will host the World Cup. 

“We’re quite used to com- 
>peting with Germany on the 
playing field,” McGiven said. 


“and we now find ourselves 
competing with them in the cor- 
ridors of football power." 

The European Union Com- 
misssion said yesterday that it 
would thwart any attempt by Fifa 
to circumvent the 1995 Bosnian 
court decision on player trans- 
fers. In Singapore on Thesday. 
Fifa’s secretary general, Sepp 
Blatter, said he would seek 
new strategies to restore some 
form of transfer fees in an at- 
tempt to reward poor clubs for 
nurturing new talent. 

The EU Commission also 
said it would send a letter to 
Fifa, warning its practice of li- 
censing players' agents could 
contravene EU law, the first 
Step in what could become an- 
other protracted battle. 


feeling, rightly or wrongly, that 
they' re going to say the ground 
is not big enough to stage a game 
of the magnitude of us playing 
Newcastle. But as far as 1 am con- 
cerned the game will go ahead 
here because we want it Lo." 

1/ the game is staged at Steve- 
nage it will be shown live on Sky 
television, with a 4 JOpm kick-off 
time. Television rights from the 
lie should net Stevenage around 
£150.000. thought to be one of 
the key factors in not switching 
the tie lo St James' Park. 

Swindon. Stevenage's vic- 
tims last Saturday, have pul 
eight players on the transfer list 
following their FA Cup defeat 
by the non-Leaguers. The man- 
ager. Steve McMahon, has 
handed free transfers to de- 
fenders Gary Elkins. Phil King 
and Frederic Darras while he 
wants a fee for Jason Drysdale. 

“The club has got to take a 
hard-line view and if any other 
players don’t give me 1 00 per 
cent then they will also be on 
their way.” McMahon said. 

Ron Atkinson wants a 
second look at Hamburg's 
Polish centre-back Pawel Woj- 
tala before pushing through a 
£2m move to Sheffield Wednes- 
day. Atkinson was impressed by 
Wojtala when he played for 
Wednesday's reserves, but 
wants to see him against better 
opposition. 

Milan, whose Liberian strik- 
er George Weab is out for two 
months, have made an offer to 
Marseilles for Fabrizio Ra- 
vanelli, proposing a player plus 
cash exchange for the former 
Middlesbrough striker. 

- Phil Casey . 







Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, of Spain, gives thanks for a fortuitous net-cord during her 6-2, 6-4 victory over Annabel 
Ellwood, of Australia, in the Hopman Cup in Perth yesterday Photograph: Jean-Marie Blase/AP 

Henman runs hot and cold 


Royle may be waiting for Maine Road chance 


o Lord 


Joe Royie has turned down an 
approach from Bradford Oty to 
traome their new manager, 
tearing the way dear for him to 
go to Manchester Gty. 

The former Everton man- 
ager was approached by Brad- 
ford before they completed the 
dismissal of Chris Kamara, but 
has rejected the chance. 

Royle has already declined 
an invitation from the Irish 
Football Association to take 
charge of Northern Ireland - 


because he wants a club job in 
England. Despite denials. Royle 
is still the clear favourite to re- 
place Frank Clark at Maine 
Road. He is the man that the 
new City director, Dennis 
Ttteart, wants to take charge. 

Bradford are also facing dis- 
appointment in their quest to 
lure the Rangers and Scotland 
midfielder Stuart McCall bade 
to the club, and Oldham’s Neil 
Wamock, a close friend of the 
Bradford chairman Geoffrey 


Richmond, emerged last night 
as the new name at the top of 
their wanted list. 

The City chairman. Francis 
Lee. is insisting that he has no 
intention of selling Georgi 
Kinkladze “We've had no bid 
of £7m, and if we did we'd 
refuse it,” he said. Lee was 
reacting to speculation that 
the Georgian playraaker had 
been the subject of an in- 
creased bid from Evertoo. 

- Alan Nixon 


On another cold night in 
the Gulf, Tim Henman 
advanced to the quarter- 
finals of the $1 m Qatar 
Mobil Open with victory 
over Guillaume Raoux. It 
was in straight sets, but 
riot straightforward, as 
John Roberts reports from 
Doha. 


Tim Henman said he had 
played in colder weather in 
Peking and had been chilly in- 
doors in Antwerp. He also 
mentioned that Wimbledon can 
get pretty cold at times. “You 
just get on with it,” he said. 
“Coming from England, you're 
used to iL” 

A finalist at the Qatar Mo- 
bil Open a year ago. Henman ad- 
vanced to the last eight by 
overcoming difficulty both with 
the blustery' weather and a 
strong-willed opponent. Guil- 
laume Raoux. a Frenchman he 
had beaten in their two previous 
matches, including the second 
round of the Australian Open. 

“You have to play the con- 
ditions a bit, and sometimes vou 


can be too critical of yourself." 
Henman said, adding: “I don't 
think you want to be playing 
your best tennis right now.” 

The contradiction there is 
that Henman did play some of 
his best tennis at the beginning 
of last year. Encouraged by 
reaching his first ATP Tour fi- 
nal here in Doha, where he lost 
to the American Jim Courier. 
Henman went on win the Syd- 
ney International. 

Ominously, the 23-year-old 
from Oxford has lost his open- 
ing service games in his first two 
matches here, and he Ls well 
aware that other opponents are 
likely to make more of the situ- 
ation than Raoux and Javier 
Sanchez *Tve got to play my first 
service game the way I play mv 
second service game.” Henman 
said. "I've got to be more ag- 
gressive and go for a bit more." 

Henman prevailed Iasi night, 
7-5. fi-4. because Raoux. in 
spite of his powerful wrists, 
was unable to generate his own 
pace on the occasions when the 
Briton was offering him none. 
“Except for the serve, when 
Henman hits the hall it is like 
cut ton-wool for me," Raoux 
said. "Thai's why I always find 


it difficult to play against him. 
Considering the three elements 
-the wind, the cold, and the bad 
line-caliiug - I think we both 
played a good match." While 
Henman agreed that the line- 
calls were inconsistent, he was 
more concerned with his own 
shortcomings on the night and 
relieved to have progressed. 

Haring recovered the early 
break to level at 3-3, Henman 
cracked Raoux a second time in 
the 12th game, returning a sec- 
ond serve and luring the 
Frenchman into putting a lob 
out on the third set point. 

It seemed that Henman 
would cruise through the second 
set after he broke for 2-0 and 
then created two game points for 
3-0. Unable to secure either of 
them, Henman then missed a 
backhand volley to give Raoux 
a break point. A forehand over 
the baseline brought the French- 
man back into the contest. 

The net cord helped Raoux 
save a break point in the sixth 
game, and Henman lapsed into 
successive double-faults, com- 
pounding the errors by playing 
a forehand king to otter the 
Frenchman two break points in 
the seventh came. Raoux was 
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Borg disputes 
secret deal 

Bjorn Borg is taking issue with 
a television documentary that 
reported he received $220,000 
(£135,000) to play on Sweden’s 
Davis Cup teams In 1978 and 
1979. 

The documentary, broad- 
cast on Monday, said the mon- 
ey was secretly paid to Borg by 
}the Swedish federation even 
though Sweden expected ath- 
letes to play on the national 
team without additional finan- 
cial compensation. 

However, Borg says the 
money was also payment to 
have him take part in the 
Swedish Open in Baastad and 
the Stockholm Open, according 
to the newspaper Expressen. 

With those appearances, “the 

federation earned quite a few 
miflion kronor through me every 
year," the newspaper quoted him 
as saying. 

“That's why it was so impor- 
tant for the federation-, to have 
' me in Baastad and play at home 
.• in Sweden. 

“But now there is a little mis- 
take appearing - that I would 
get paid just for appearing in the 
Davis Cup.” Borg said, 
according to the newspaper. 


Athletics 

Hate Gebrsetas«i& lf» doiiJte Olympic 
champion, wtf compete in the Bupe 
Indoor Grand Pmc in tSrmingham next 
month. The Ethiopian, the first man to 
run two mtes in under eight minutes. 
vvB join BritajrffivwrUtTptefiTp record 
holder Jonathan Edwards among the 
competitors at the Birmingham Wa- 
ttonat Indoor Arena on C February. 

Basketball 

NBA: Phoenix B1 torfenaeo: Ctowland 100 
-Houston 70; LA Lahore 100 Vancouver 87; 
Crtcaoo 90 Boston 7ft Dates tJ8 Oerwer 9® 
Ut5iwPriadebWa0SflMfcSerttte tBCtar- 
totte 81; Sacramento IK LA Ctopere 89 

Cricket 

ShflffteWSWMd(F^ day ot four): 

bourns New South Vttfes 331 fori (M Stator 
137. R Davbon T10 na CRicftartfS 63 not out) 
v Victoria 

Equestrianism 
Asprey wi be a major sponsor of The 
Royal Walds or Horae Show over the 
next four years. The Bond Street firm 
Is to sponsor the international Driving 
Grand Prtx {supported by Harrods for 

the last « years) as wei as the grand 
prix tor show Jumping. 

Football 

Dundee have been told by the Scot- 
tish F«XbalAssodatton they must find 
an new date for their Scottish Ci*» ttwd 
roind tie with St Aftren due to be 
played on Saturday 24 January, as 
Dundee United are also at home on 
the same day, playing Aberdeen. 
Untied haw been gh«i priority es the* 
name came out of the draw first 
Par® St-Garmain are to agrrthe Ger- 
man International defender Christian 

warns from Bayer Uwkysen on a 
free transfer order the Bosman ning. 
Bayem Mulich. the Ge rman champ- 

ttyat m^l^Ro^on^^anjary. 


wide Football League Third Division: 
Scarborough 2 Dartngton l Auto Wind- 
screens Shield Northern second round: 
Blackpool 1 York 1 feet Blackpool win >0- 
9 on panatfesl; Curtate 6 Rochdale i ; Grims- 
by 1 Hul Q Postponad: Burnley v Notts 
County; Macclesfield v Preston: Wigan v 
Rcsherham raff pteywg ?3 January) South- 
ern second round: Bournemouth 2 Leyicn 
Orient 0; Bristol City 1 MBwal C r. Exeter i 
Bristol Rovers 2; Swansea ’ Peterborough 
2: Walaal 5 Brighton 0 Postponed: Luton 
v Brentford; Northampton v Torquay (both 
playing 13 January). BeSVs Scottish League 
RretOvtatorrArtTre 2 Rartcki Postponed: 
Harwton v Ayr Tbnnents Scottish Cup sec- 
ond round: Arbroath 1 Queen of Sth 1 fRe- 


strifflr Marcus Bent from Brentford for 

£3OQ00Ct 

The French mldllekfer Stephana 
Roche; who days for Lyons, is trac- 
ing with Derby County thb week. 

TUESDAY’S LATE RESULTS: Coca-Cola 
Cup quartar-llnalB: Reading 0 Mjddtes- 
brough 1; Wfest Ham 1 Arsenal 2. Madon- 


DMsfcm: Arofey 1 Tring L Gunnftm insurance 
Clip tfitafrround reprey: BaringaoLe 1 Sut- 
ton Uld 3 Dr Marten* League Cup Second 
round: Efekin 0 Reddkh 1 Secondrouid re- 
play: Dorchester 3 Havant 0 ThW nant Mar- 
gate A St Leonards Stamortl a UntBond 
Lug ue Premier Division; Aftrhcham 2 Lagh 
2 UnUst Sussex County League First DM. 
than: Poriftofcf 0 Pagftam t Je wso n Weaxex 
League: Bounemouth FC i Cowes Sports, i 
Pondns League Premier OMshuR Sn^flHd 
Wecfrtesday 0 Tranmere CL Spanish Cup 
Third round second lea: Compostela 2 
Abvss 2 (aggtZO}. French League Cup Sec- 
ond round: Paris St-German i Lyon 0 

Golf 

Ganton GoK Ctob in North Yorkshre 
has been named as the venue for the 
2000 Curtis Cup match between the 
amateu’ womens' teams from Great 
Britain & Ireland and the United 

States. The tournament was original- 
ly planned for Royal POrthcawl 
Australian golfers with a nicotine habit 
won a repneve yesterday when tour- 
rwnentatfidafc relaxed a smoking ban 
for this weekends Victorian Open. In- 
stead of an outright bar* the player s 
have been asked to exercise extreme 
caution in deposing of their cigarette 
butts because of the extensive dan- 
ger of bush fire in the Melbourne area 

Hockey 

IDS REYES TOURNAMENT (Bare* Ion®) 
Final: Careria E tearing 2 (Canada won 5-4 
on penalties). 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Washrflttn 5 Toronto 3. Dem* 2 
Phoenix Q-. Pmsburgh 4 Ml Wanders 
Rangers 4 carotna Calgary 3 Colorado 
l Si 1 5 San Jose t 


Pools dividends 

U7TLEWOODS (matches played 3 Jan- 
uary): Treble chance: 23pta C502nso 22 
£23360 21 £2350 20 £480 
VERNONS' Treble Chance: 24pls 
£17570300 23 £128625 22 CW740 Super 
shots £37i Premier 10 HiUDO 
2ETTERS: Treble rfiance: 24pts £3300360 
23 £1 9T6S 22 £12.75 21 EiSO Four aways 
£300 Eight homes C&OO Four draws £53 
BRITTENS: Treble Chance: 23pls 1 79650 
22 £320 21 TOp. Four draws £2780 Five 
aways C5W Eight homes EWSd 

Rugby League 

Richard Evans has been appointed 
chairman of Featherstone Rovers fol- 
lowing Steve Wagner's decision to 
stand down. Wagner wdl continue as 

a director of tne Rugby Football 
League. 

Snooker 

EMBASSY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
Qua Ifying (Norbrec* Castle HoteL Black- 
pool) Ninth round: J Delaney dm bi R 
KfcTOH {Erg; XW. C Shade iScct; H N Man- 
mg (Engl 10-1 $ Bngharn lErqi bi i Hur- 
drrren (Engl XVt M Halen rEngi » 
OCcnnor (ill) G Lees (Eng) di p 
M cPWfips (Scot TtL6 . i Sergeant (Walt oi S 
Day (Engl 1W. S Pa^ar (Eng; Pi S Mur- 
phy |lrei XM, A Htqgnson (Eng) bt D Me- 
Dome* lEng) 10-6. C McGas OEnq! or L 
Mslen | Engi 10-6. B Rcwswe* (Engi m S 
Lamgan (Eng) D-7: M Fu IHK) bt P Sw-enev 
[Engi 0-5: a Rosa (Engl bi D WaJe* lEng; 
W-a A Neck (Engl Bt 0 Coles i£ng> iG-S 

Snowboarding 

WORLD CUP HALF-PIPE COMPETITION 

(S! Montz. Swlt): Leading men's results. 

1 r Siemer (Swej SCWpts. 2 'j Srwnen 
iSvmiTES; 3 J Sodergvia (Sw»)739 ■» K Van- 

C (Norj 735; S S B Bmertcn (Spl 

Ihw World Cup standings: 1 l r£[- 
nandez |Sp; lBOOpts: 2 D Franc* (Non 1620. 
aBCarpemieriCani 1600. 4 Svnmen 
5 OresrarpicJ 1560 Leading women s re- 
sults: 1 5 KjeWaas iNori 730 2 M 
fm 72ft 3 O Vidal (PI 666, 4 N Zurt* I'-ani 
636. 5f* Thp* iGer) 607 Leading World 
Ciro standng*: 1 WeWaas TOCOpN 2 <h«a 
55 ) S HCSM 25M 4 Satu Jjfveta (F-m 
1820. 5 irekiTbG 

Swimming 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (Perth) “f 1 ' 6 
5km open water. 1 A Akatrev (fttf i 
Ta&scc-2 K. Hur 3l (AUS) S6-136 3 L JS-jBi- 
m lit) 5B.37A Women's 5km open waier 
1 E Rose (US) 59 235: 2 E van W iNWi 

1 DO 5S8 3 P Sue pSerj i.OUKF 5e- 
teSedfl7 P Wood t fiBi 1 03 *0 


Tennis 

QATAR OPEN (Doha): T Henman tGB] bt 
G Recur iFr) 6-4 

Andre Agassi, the former world No i. 
recovered to beat Sargis Sargsian m 
the Austraian Hardcouri Champion- 
shp n Adelaide yesterday Agassi, nw 
ranked 119 in the world, was down •!-& 
2-3. but came back strongly to deal 
the Armenan 4-6. 6-3, 6-3 
AUSTRALIAN MENS HARDCOURT 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (Memorial Drive. Ade- 
laida} Fast round: J KnftpsCtvU iGeri bi R 
Fromberg |AuSt 3-6 6-3 7-5 N EscuJe iRi 
Dr A ftadtfe-scu (Ffcroi e-0 7-5 J Gdmare iRI 
DID Wei (Gen 6-3 6-2 TWoOdDnewe I Vo) 
01 U CWrvn iCmi 7-5 4-f. 6-3 A AnasS' 1US1 
tl S Saigsan lArmi 4-6 1>4 t-s. G *.uen«ri 
(Bra; Cartsen (Deni 7-6 7-5 Second 
round: N Escvde (Pn c* t jonansson 
4-6 6-4 6-4 Doubles quarter-final: W Buo 
iZtm) & A hiarsmann iAus; Dr P Gattvann 
(USl S B Steven (NZi 6-: 6-3 
AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S HARDCOURT 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (Hope Island. Goto 
Coast): Firs! round: P Sc*V'vd* r <S*'N t* r 
P Granoe |irj 6-t 6-s E Limwiwo iRusl 
tn O 6araDarwch*ova iSeto- 2-6 6-i 6-« S- 
T Wane Hai W A Sidcn fn 3 6 6 3 6-3 Sec- 
ond round i PiIV'Jwsk. irri 61 0 Chiaj-cva 
(Cz fiepi 6-1 7-5. S T Wang (Ta.; bi R Me- 
Qiaiian l.Ausi 1 6 &- 6->. M de Swan* i.SAf 
BI J KanOiiT ;Oe f i C- 4 --6 ir-e Second 
round: A Sua^riki (Japan/ of C Barclay 
iAut) 7 6 6 1 Double* first round: J Lee 
fTdtl 3 L Let- lUSl PI L HO-r. (SAj busier 
(Aral E-4 7-5. A Olica lPN| 4 E Taurvwa 
iiAr) pi M Maiee^'a iS»Ji S S PiP-Twan iFri 
6-: 6 2 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 

Football 

P0NT1NS LEAGUE FiraJ OnriWon: EVrtcn 
! ^ i4-»5 Cmiiy ;70i i «r L^gn W 

1 AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Flrre 
Division. r*-«*.cn Cnv v 0*^5 Part 
Ptamy« iT.X’h 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP Tfllrd round' 

Eyerioii v Slofci- i"0i 

HARP LAGER CUP Fvst round. 

. Sw4« Ha»: .7-ii 

Basketball 

BUDWEISER LEAGUE. l’ l - a rDV oliim . 
Wr« inng Ev-dii 

Ocher sports 

PART5 tnoiui WotlJ P.c lc5i.on.il 
IL3K.-.-V '.Tut P-DI*>V 
i 

SNOOKER: \\\> U ChMTsXYwnr 
itkiifi-ii. La: IK. HW^pooT} 


HOPMAN CUP MIXED TEAMS TOURNA- 
MENT (Perth): Australia 2 Spain 1 lAus 
nanx>5ir-4i P Raliei W C Mow 7-S 1-6 7-6 
a E Iiviocd to* w A Sancnac Vfcarc Zf 4-6. 
Halier a EiiwxJ M M-nva 4 Saricnei vicano 
7 5 6-2 South Africa 2 Germany 1 iSA names 
l»5li A 'IdCtm to* to A Hutn?r 3-6 J-6. W 
: etTr«a Oi T i-taas 6 4 yt C-l . Ferre ire S Co- 
bi Ha*- S Huber 6-2 6-2 
NEW ZEALAND WOMEN'S CLASSIC (Auck- 
land) Second round: D van Roost (Bai 01 L 

NwnecMW»C.-»rpiW64 jHa^d-Oecugs 
iFri w 0 C-tatea iRjmi 6-2 . f- S '^aoc (US) 
n M Baber 'Gen » o tteart (Fu a J Umo- 
w (Stool- 1 irZ 6-0 T Tanaso^am iThaii w 
r YosnuJr* iJaifcini ?■& ini bl B 

Schwmi; lAull ?-ft 6-3 6-1 A Mfcr {USl br 
C %rrau»-1Aiero (Spl 7-5 7-6 


unable to take advantage of ei- 
ther of these, and was denied 
iwo more after Henman double- 
faulied again at +4. On this oc- 
casion. the Briton delivered an 
impressive backhand volley and 
produced an unstoppable fore- 
hand drive. 

Raoux’s prospects of a third 
set evaporated in the next game. 
Unnerved by Henman's fore- 
band drive down ihe line for 
30-30, the Frenchman overhit a 
forehand and then missed with 
a backhand across the court off 
a second service return. 

“Il was frustrating to let 
him back into the match.” Hen- 
man said, "but when that hap- 
pens you've got to deal with it.” 
Which is what he did. 

Goran Ivanisevic, who is 
projected to play Britain's Greg 
Rusedski, the top seed, in the 
semi-finals, tottered but sur- 
vived in an epic duel with 
Switzerland's Marc Rosset. 
Having won a first set tie-break. 
7-5. Rosset had a match point 
when serving at 5-3 in the sec- 
ond set. He double-faulted four 
times. Ivanisevic adding to the 
agony by hitting four aces in the 
next game. The Croat went on 
to win, 6-7, 7-5, 7-5. 

TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The number of times tire 
Olympic Games torch 
went out yesterday, the 
first day of its journey 
through Japan to Nagano, 
site of the Winter Games. 


Will Carling 
stay or will 
he go? A 
nation yawns 

It used lo be quite simple, 
even for rugby players. 
When the lime came for 
an honoured practitioner 
of the 15-man code to call 
it a day, he would stride 
purposefully from pitch to 
bar, order himself a large 
one and st3te his inten- 
tions. loud and dear and 
wiih great good humour. 
“That's it, finished," said 
Gareth Cbikott, the com- 
ically spherical Bath and 
England prop, after his 
final appearance four 
years ago. "I think I'll 
have a last quiet pint... 
and about 17 noisy ones." 

Since when, things 
appear to have grown 
more complicated. What- 
ever the reasons behind 
Will Carling's move to 
delay any announcement 
on his future for “anoth- 
er few days”, his indeci- 
sion is dearly final: cither 
he genuinely cannot 
decide whether he wants 
to play again or he cannot 
decide on the best wav to 
maximise his earnings 
from the announcement. 
Meanwhile, a nation 
yawns. 

Yesterday, Carling's 
select coterie of friends 
and advisors let it he 
known that “senior play- 
ers” had “pleaded” w-ith 
Carling to put retirement 
on the back burner and 
soldier on, presumably 
for the good of the game. 
There was no word from 
the great man himself, of 
course - at limes like 
this, he makes Greta Gar- 
bo look like Clive 
Anderson. No. rugby was 
suddenly scratching 
around in Lhe political 
spin-doctor's world of 
hints and murraers, nods 
and winks, official 
denials and off-the- 
record briefings. 

The situation has now- 
descended into pure 
farce. Indeed, it may be 
the sport's most ludicrous 
episode since Carling 
coined his “57 old farts'' 
phrase before the 1995 
World Cup - an event that 
left English rugby gobs- 
macked, not so much 
because of the national 
captain's lack of discre- 
tion but because his 
words were not sold 
exclusively to one of the 
tabloid newspapers he 
purports to despise so 
mueb. 

Carling was big news in ■ 
his heyday and rightly so. 1 
for he was a formidable 
centre tbreequarter and 
indisputably successful as 
an England captain who 
did more than most to 
transform a cauliflower 
ear of a minority sport 
into something altogeth- 
er more glamorous and 
universal. 

But that heyday has 
come and gone. It may be 
pointless to use the "all 
things must pass" argu- 
ment to this particular 
non-passing rugby 
legend, but an early end 
to the amateur dramatics 
would be much appreci- 
ated. 

- Chris Hewett 
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CRICKET 


West Indies opt for 
Lara’s leadership 
against England 


Brian Lara, one of the 
most celebrated and 
controversial characters 
in international cricket, 
was named yesterday as 
captain of the West 
Indies for the series 
against England. 

Craig Cozier reports from 
Bridgetown, Barbados. 


Brian Lara was named West In- 
dies' captain yesterday for the 
five Tests and five one-day in- 
ternationals against England, 
starting 29 January. He ac- 
knowledged be was stepping 
into a role that is for from easy. 

“It's a great honour, but it's 
a very tricky seat to be in at this 
moment in West Indies cricket,'’ 
Lara said. “It is a challenging 
and exciting role. I'm looking 
forward to great things from my- 
self and from my players." 

The 28-year-old record- 
breaking batsman replaces 
Courtney W&Jsh, the fast bowler 
who led the West Indies in 17 
Tests after succeeding Richie 
Richardson following the 1996 
World Cup. The decision rep- 
resented an about-turn by the 
West Indies Cricket Board, who 


rejected the selectors’ nomina- 
tion of Lara as captain for the 
tours of Pakistan and Sharjah in 
November and December, re- 
taining Walsh instead. 

Support for Lara has been 
growing since the West Indies 
were soundly beaten in all three 
Tests in Pakistan under Walsh, 
a 36-year-old veteran of 96 Tests. 
It was the first time the West In- 
dies had lost every match of a 
Test series since 192S in F ngfan ri- 
They also lost three one-day in- 
ternationals to Sri Lanka. Pak- 
istan and South Africa in the 
Golden Jubilee tournament in 
Pakistan and were defeated by 
England in the final of the 
Champions’ Trophy in Sharjah. 

Lara has been Walsh's deputy 
for the past four series against 
Australia, In dia Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan. When an injured 
Walsh missed the Barbados 
match against India last March. 
Lara led the West Indies to vic- 
tory in his only Test as captain. 

A stylish, stroke-playing left- 
hander, Lara holds the world 
records for both Test and first- 
class innings and is regarded as 
one of tbe finest batsmen of his 
time. He has scored 10 centuries 
in amassing 4.133 runs at an av- 
erage of 51.66 in his 48 Tests. 

His 375 against England in 


FOOTBALL 


Spurs sign Berti from Inter 


Nicola Berti was reported to 
have moved from the Serie A 
leaders, Internationale, to Tot- 
tenham Hotspur, according to 
a spokesman for the Italian dub. 

The spokesman would not 
reveal financial details of the 
deal though it was reported dial 
Inter did not receive a fee. 
Spurs will pay out the rest of 
Berti’s contract, worth around 
£350.lHXl a year. 

Berti, 30, had requested a 
transfer recently because of lim- 
ited playing time this season, his 


10th with the dub. A member of 
the Italian team which reached 
the final of the 1994 World 
Cup. Berti has scored 41 goals 
in 312 games with tbe Milan duh. 

Spurs' English transfer tar- 
get, Andy Huicbcliffe. is set to 
complete a £3m move to north 
London from Everton today. 
The 2S-year-old international 
has agreed terms, and will move 
subject to a medical. 

On Thesday the Hinchctiffe 
deal had looked under threat 
because the player had asked for 


a signing-on fee from Tottenham 
which Spurs did not seem will- 
ing to pay. Hinchdiffe will get a 
loyalty bonus from Everton in the 
region of £500,000 for not ask- 
ing for the transfer, agreed when 
he signed a five-year deal earli- 
er this season. 

However, Spurs’ move for 
Valencia's Algerian interna- 
tional midfielder, Moussa Saib, 
has been put on hold. Transfer 
negotiations will not resume un- 
til March. 

- Ian Rodgers 
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ACROSS 

7 Writer makes cuts, re- 
portedly approved (8) 

9 Editor's inwardly bad- 
gered. worn out (6) 

10 Kentish fellow's cutting 
back branch growths (5) 

11 Lean time acquiring die 
Parisian article of cloth- 
ing (8) 

12 Course additive, exclud- 
ing chips etc (10.4) 

15 Abolish disc in form of 
coin (6) 

16 Shrub in plaza, leafing 

(6) 

IS Sporting red braid, a fop 
is a colourful creature 
(4,2,8) 


20 Very early bud split by 

frost, see (8) 

22 A cat’s not born with en- 
ergy (5) 

24 Think about new name 
for a flavour (6) 

25 One placing an order in 
general? (8) 

DOWN 

1 Ornate iron fret for bor- 
der (8) 

2 Cast (or threw) one out 

3 It’s yours for life (6) 

4 Dandy tie. from what we 
hear (4) 

5 Checked most of ice. 
then fished (10) 

6 Remove obstruction in 
river (6) 


8 Reckless type from 
spree crashed into sec- 
tion of wall (9) 

13 Ace? Mine’s played in 
effort to prove a point 
( 10 ) 

14 Endless fog on winding 
road American finds 
risky (9) 

17 Corresponded, in more 
senses than one (8) 

15 Save Knight, finally, with 
Queen exchange (6) 

19 Building's in a state with 
fabric foil of holes (6) 

21 Parting word evokes de- 
pression (4) 

23 Playing up on right re- 
sults in a comer (4) 
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the fifth Test in Antigua in 1994 
edipsed the record of 365 not out 
set by another West Indian left- 
hander. Sir Gaiy Sobers. Lara fol- 
lowed that six weeks later with 
an unbeaten 501 for Warwick- 
shire against Durham in the 
County Champiociship. 

Lara has been groomed for 
the captaincy since he was a 
teenager. He led the West Indies 
team to the first youth Wwid Cup 
in Australia in 1988. was made 
the youngest captain of his na- 
tive Trinidad and Tobago at 20 
and led the West Indies A team 
to Zimbabwe at 21. He will re- 
turn to Warwickshire in the sum- 
mer as captain for the first time. 

Lara's poor disciplinary 
record has probably delayed his 
promotion to Test captaincy. He 
has been fined or warned for 
disciplinary reasons four times 
in the past three years. Once he 
reportedly said he would retire 
at a stormy team meeting dur- 
ing the 1995 tour of En glan d af- 
ter a dash with his captain, 
Richardson. He was persuaded 
to change his mind, but was 
fined 10 per cent of his fee. 

His most recent transgres- 
sion came during tbe home se- 
ries against Sri Lanka last June 
when he was fined for report- 
ing late prior to the first Test 
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Identity parade: The new4ook Williams (right) will be taking on the new Ferrari at more than one level this season Photographs: 


, .. * 

Formula One's new twist on Henry Ford - any colour car you like, as long as it is redr 


Murray Walker may well be of- 
fering up a quiet word of 
thanks that McLaren changed 
their colours from red and 
white to silver last season fol- 
lowing yesterday's uaveiling 
of the new Ferrari and 
’Williams grand prix cars. 

Formula One’s two main ti- 
tle contenders for the 1998-99 
season have thrown off their 
robes to reveal in the red cor- 
ner, the Prancing Horse, tradi- 
tionally associated with a scarlet 
lively, while in the... cr, red cor- 
ner are Williams. 


Tobacco sponsorship has 
again flexed its muscles and so 
the blue and white car that has 
taken both Nigel Mansell and 
Damon Hill to the world cham- 
pionship in the past decade is 
no more. Red-packaged Win- 
field has replaced Rothmans as 
the Oxfordshire-based team’s 
mam sponsor, and so Walker is 
going to have to hope for some 
creative helmet design to assist 
his commentary. 

The 1998 Ferrari F300 was 
launched at Ferrari headquar- 
ters in MaraneDo, Italy, yester- 


day, with a new objective - win- 
ning the championship. Luca 
Montezemolo, the president of 
Ferrari said: This is the first 
time we can say with firm belief 
that next season we want to win 
the championship.” 

This is also the first time a 
car has been completely de- 
signed and built at Maranello, 
the work of their chief design- 
er, Rory Byrne, and the tech- 
nical director, Ross Brawn, who 
took Michael Schumacher to 
two world championships at 
Benetton. The car will be pow- 


ered by a brand new engine by 
Paolo MartineUi, who said that 
it was die first time in years that 
the engine and chassis depart- 
ment had worked band in hand 
The application of a little 
rouge will not be the only 
change on the grand prix circuit. 
Motor sport's governing body 
has introduced several new 
measures in an attempt to slow 
cars down and protect drivers. 
Cars will be Darrower, which af- 
fects the aerodynamics, and wiD 
run on grooved tyres, which 
give the car less grip. To keep 


the grooves at the reqmn 
depth, te ams will have to h 
harder compound tyres, 
ing the cars by about three, 
onds a lap at most circuits. 

But the question 
wanted answered in 
yesterday was whether Fte 
were bothered about W 
new guise. Tm sure that 
were to ask 1,000 FI fans 
was motor racing's red Car, th 
would say Ferrari. The 
colour in the woridTm s 
of is red,” Montezemolo 
- Catherine 
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